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Sažetak
Ovo istraživanje za cilj je imalo osigurati duboko razumevanje položaja LGBTI osoba u BiH i faktora 
koji oblikuju njihovu svakodnevicu, te dati uvid u mnenje i ponuditi razumevanje stavova i mišljenja 
opće populace u Bosni i Hercegovini prema LGBTI osobama, njihovim pravima i slobodama te LGBTIQ 
aktivizmu. Kroz odabrani reprezentativni uzorak od 1023 ispitanika/ce u dobi od 18 do 65 godina, 
istraživanje je ispitalo nivo svesti i podrške prema LGBTI osobama i njihovim ljudskim pravima. 
Metodološki pristup uključivao je online anketiranje putem platforme CAWI te analizu kroz 
deskriptivnu statistiku i odnose između demografskih varabli.

Rezultati istraživanja ukazuju na pozitivan trend u poznavanju LGBTI tema i osoba u bližem okruženju 
te promjene u stavovima opće populace. Ključni nalazi predstavljeni su ispod.

Svjesnost o LGBTI osobama i nivo povezanosti s njima: 

45,6%
ispitanika/ca lično 
poznaje osobu iz LGBTI 
zajednice, pa se ističe 
relativno velika grupa s 
direktnim iskustvom.

Ovaj lični kontakt doprinosi promjeni 
stavova i empati prema LGBTI osobama.

35,3% 41,8%
ispitanika/ca smatra 

LGBTI osobe bolesnima
vjeruje da nisu bolesne i 
da im ne treba lečenje

Ova promjena u stavovima u odnosu na prethodna slična istraživanja 
ukazuje na pozitivan trend prema prihvatanju.

Razumevanje homoseksualnosti/transrodnosti:

Prihvatanje u porodici

34%

43%
ispitanika/ca vjeruje da je 
neprihvatljivo da njihovo 
dete bude LGBTI osoba

ispitanika/ca smatra 
neprihvatljivim da imaju 
LGBTI člana/icu porodice

Istraživanje otkriva da se nivo 
prihvatanja smanjuje unutar porodica.
Međutim, odgovori ukazuju da bi inicalne 
reakce uglavnom bile nenasilni razgovori 
kako bi se dete odgovorilo od seksualne 
orentace i/ili rodnog identiteta.

Uloga meda:

ispitanika/ca smatra 
da medi profesionalno 

izvještavaju o LGBTI 
temama

ispitanika/ca 
prepoznaje postojanje 

stvarnog interesa 
meda za pokrivanje 

LGBTI tema

Ovi odgovori sugeriraju doprinos meda 
povećanju svesti javnosti.
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Executive Summary

Research findings indicate a positive trend in the knowledge of LGBTI topics and people in the immediate 
environment, as well as changes in the attitudes of the general population. The key findings are 
presented below:

The aim of this research was to provide a deep understanding of the position of LGBTI people in Bosnia 
and Herzegovina (BiH) and the factors that shape their daily lives, as well as to provide insight into the 
views and offer an understanding of the attitudes and opinions of the general population in BiH towards 
LGBTI people, their rights and freedoms, and LGBTIQ activism. Through a selected representative sample 
of 1,023 respondents aged 18 to 65, the research examined the level of awareness and support for LGBTI 
people and their human rights. The methodological approach included an online survey via the CAWI 
platform and analysis through descriptive statistics and relations between demographic variables.

Awareness and level of connection with LGBTI people:

45,6%
of respondents 
personally know 
someone from the LGBTI 
community, highlighting 
a relatively large group 
with direct experience

Personal contact contributes to changed
attitudes and empathy towards 
LGBTI people.

35,3% 41,8%
of respondents think 
that LGBTI people are 

sick

believe that they are not 
sick and do not need 

treatment

This change in attitudes compared to previous similar surveys
indicates a positive trend towards acceptance.

Understanding homosexual/transgender people:

Acceptance in the family:

34%

43%
of respondents believe that it 
is unacceptable for their child 
to be an LGBTI person

of respondents consider it 
unacceptable to have an 
LGBTI family member

Research reveals that the level of acceptance 
decreases within families.
However, the answers indicate that the initial 
reactions would mostly be non-violent 
conversations in order to dissuade the child 
from their sexual orientation and/or gender 
identity.

The role of the media:

of respondents believe 
that the media report 

professionally on LGBTI 
topics

of respondents 
recognize a real 

interest of the media 
in covering these 

topics

These answers suggest the media's
contribution to increasing public awareness. 
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Uticaj relige:

Ispitanika/ca vjeruje da bi stavovi vjerskih zajednica
trebali biti uzeti u obzir pri donošenju zakona koji se 
odnose na ljudska prava LGBTI osoba, ukazujući na
njihov značajan uticaj na oblikovanje javnog mišljenja 
u ovoj oblasti.

38,7%

Podrška LGBTI pravima:

65,1% 10% 33,1%

Politička afilaca:

42,5% 28,5% 
ispitanika/ca bi i 
dalje podržavalo 

istu političku 
stranku čak i ako 
podržava prava 

LGBTI osoba

ispitanika/ca ne bi 
više glasao/la za 
istu stranku ako 
podržava prava 

LGBTI osoba 

ispitanika/ca 
ne bi podržalo 
organizacu 

povorke 
ponosa u BiH

ispitanika/ca 
bi podržalo 
organizacu 

povorke 
ponosa u BiH

ispitanika/ca 
vidi povorku 
ponosa kao 
protest za 

prava LGBTI 
osoba

Razumevanje negativnih posljedica socalne distance:

Ispitivanje identifikuje preovladavajuću percepcu ispitanika/ca o izazovima s 
kojima se suočavaju LGBTI osobe, uključujući nasilje, diskriminacu i nedostatak 
prava. Međutim, većina ispitanika/ca prepoznaje nedostatak razumevanja od 
strane društva i visok nivo homofobe kao ključne probleme inkluze LGBTI osoba.
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Razumevanje svrhe 
povorke ponosa 
i njene uloge u 

zagovaranju prava 
LGBTI osoba varira

Influence of religion:

of respondents believe that the views of religious 
communities should be taken into account when 
passing laws related to the human rights of LGBTI 
persons, indicating their significant influence on the 
formation of public opinion in this regard.

38,7%

Support for LGBTI rights:

65,1% 10% 33,1%

�olitical a�liation:

42,5% 28,5% 
of respondents 

would still support 
the same political 

party even if it 
supports the rights 

of LGBTI people

of respondents 
would refuse to 

support the same 
political party if it 

supports the rights 
of LGBTI people 

of 
respondents 
would not 

support the 
organization 
of a pride 

march in BiH

of 
respondents 
would fully 
support the 
organization 
of a pride 

march in BiH 

of 
respondents 
see the pride 
march as a 
protest for 

the rights of 
LGBTI persons

Understanding the negative consequences of social distance:

The survey identifies respondents' prevailing perceptions of the challenges facing 
LGBTI people, including violence, discrimination and lack of rights. However, the 
majority of respondents recognize a lack of understanding by society and a high level 
of homophobia as key problems for the inclusion of LGBTI people.
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The understanding of 
the purpose of the pride

march and its role in 
advocating the rights 

of LGBTI persons varies



1.UVOD
Kada govorimo o ljudskim pravima lezbejki, gej 
muškaraca, biseksualnih, transrodnih i interspolnih 
osoba u Bosni i Hercegovini, neophodno je 
istaknuti da društveni i pravno-politički napredak 
nužno ne prate jedan drugi te da promjene na 
zakonodavnom i administrativnom planu, nakon 
godina nereflektiranja društvenog odnosa prema 
LGBTI osobama, definitivno dolaze u stad 
zaostajanja za njima.¹

Bosna i Hercegovina ispratila je četiri povorke 
ponosa i jednu pride vožnju, 10 godina održavanja 
festivala kvir kulture i umjetnosti te gotovo 20 
godina aktivizma i djelovanja LGBTI organizaca i 
aktivista/kinja na unapređenju položaja i 
poštivanja ljudskih prava LGBTI osoba. U 2022. 
godini, nakon šest godina zagovaranja, usvojen je 
Akcioni plan za unapređenje ljudskih prava LGBTI 
osoba u BiH,² prva javna politika na nivou cele 
države koja ima za cilj da na sveobuhvatan način 
definiše jasne mjere i obaveze nadležnih 
instituca na svim nivoima vlasti u poštivanju i 
unapređenju ljudskih prava i adresiranju potreba 
LGBTI osoba u BiH. Mada spor, pokrenuti proces 
regulisanja životnih zajednica parova istog spola 
dobio je dodatni poticaj zvaničnim zaključkom 
stručnog skupa predstavnika resora socalne 
zaštite, unutrašnjih poslova i pravde iz čitave 
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Delila Hasanbegović, Darko Pandurević, Amina Dizdar, Dajana Bakić, 
Jozo Blažević i Branko Ćulibrk. 2021. Rozi izvještaj 2021. Godišnji 
izvještaj o stanju ljudskih prava LGBTI osoba u Bosni i Hercegovini. 
Sarajevo: Sarajevski otvoreni centar.

Amil Brković, Branko Ćulibrk, Delila Hasanbegović, Dina Bajrektarević i 
Jozo Blažević. 2023. Rozi izvještaj 2023. Godišnji izvještaj o stanju 
ljudskih prava LGBTI osoba u Bosni i Hercegovini. Sarajevski otvoreni 
centar.

 ²"USVOJEN AKCIONI PLAN ZA UNAPREĐENJE PRAVA LGBT OSOBA U BIH." 
arsbih.gov.ba. 4. august 2022. https://arsbih.gov.ba/usvojen-akcioni-
plan-za-unapredjenje-prava-lgbt-osoba-u-bih/.

 ¹Amina Dizdar, Delila Hasanbegović, Liam Isić, Darko Pandurević, Jozo 
Blažević i Lejla Huremović. 2019. Rozi izvještaj 2019. Godišnji izvještaj o 
stanju ljudskih prava LGBTI osoba u Bosni i Hercegovini. Sarajevo: 
Sarajevski otvoreni centar.

Darko Pandurević, Delila Hasanbegović, Jozo Blažević i Nejra Agić. 
2020. Rozi izvještaj 2020. Godišnji izvještaj o stanju ljudskih prava 
LGBTI osoba u Bosni i Hercegovini. Sarajevo: Sarajevski otvoreni 
centar.

Amil Brković, Branko Ćulibrk, Delila Hasanbegović, Dina Bajrektarević i 
Jozo Blažević. 2022. Rozi izvještaj 2022. Godišnji izvještaj o stanju 
ljudskih prava LGBTI osoba u Bosni i Hercegovini. Sarajevo: Sarajevski 
otvoreni centar.

1. Introduction
With respect to human rights of lesbians, gay men, 
bisexual, transgender and intersex people in 
Bosnia and Herzegovina,  the social  and 
legal/political progress do not necessarily 
correspond, with the legislative and administrative 
changes, after years of failing to reflect the social 
attitudes towards LGBTI persons, definitely starting 
to lag behind.¹

Bosnia and Herzegovina has a track record of four 
pride marches and one pride car-ride, 10 years of a 
queer culture and art festival, and almost 20 years 
of activism and activities of LGBTI organizations 
and activists to improve the position and respect 
for the human rights of LGBTI people. In 2022, after 
6 years of advocacy, the Action Plan to Improve the 
State of Human Rights of LGBTI People in BiH² was 
adopted – the first country-wide public policy, 
aiming to comprehensively define clear measures 
and obligations of competent institutions at all 
levels of government in respecting and improving 
human rights and addressing the needs of LGBTI 
people in BiH. Although slow, the initiated process 
of regulating same-sex partnership received an 
additional impetus with the o�cial conclusion of 
the expert meeting of representatives of social 
welfare, the interior and justice institutions from 
the entire Federation of BiH, brought together by 
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¹Dizdar, Amina, Delila Hasanbegović, Liam Isić, Darko Pandurević, Jozo 
Blažević, and Lejla Huremović. 2019. Pink Report 2019. Annual Report on 
the State of Human Rights of LGBTI People in Bosnia and Herzegovina. 
Sarajevo: Sarajevo Open Centre.

Pandurević, Darko, Delila Hasanbegović, Jozo Blažević, and Nejra Agić. 
2020. Pink Report 2020. Annual Report on the State of Human Rights of 
LGBTI People in Bosnia and Herzegovina. Sarajevo: Sarajevo Open 
Centre.

Brković, Amil, Branko Ćulibrk, Delila Hasanbegović, Dina Bajrektarević, 
and Jozo Blažević. 2022. Pink Report 2022. Annual Report on the State 
of Human Rights of LGBTI People in Bosnia and Herzegovina. Sarajevo: 
Sarajevo Open Centre.

Brković, Amil, Branko Ćulibrk, Delila Hasanbegović, Dina Bajrektarević, 
and Jozo Blažević. 2023. Pink Report 2023. Annual Report on the State 
of Human Rights of LGBTI People in Bosnia and Herzegovina. Sarajevo 
Open Centre.

Hasanbegović, Delila, Darko Pandurević, Amina Dizdar, Dajana Bakić, 
Jozo Blažević, and Branko Ćulibrk. 2021. Pink Report 2021. Annual 
Report on the State of Human Rights of LGBTI People in Bosnia and 
Herzegovina. Sarajevo: Sarajevo Open Centre.

²“USVOJEN AKCIONI PLAN ZA UNAPREĐENJE PRAVA LGBT OSOBA U BIH” 
arsbih.gov.ba. August 4, 2022. https://arsbih.gov.ba/usvojen-akcioni-
plan-za-unapredjenje-prava-lgbt-osoba-u-bih/.
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Federace BiH koje je na javnoj raspravi, krajem 2022. godine, okupilo Federalno ministarstvo 
unutrašnjih poslova.³ Sam zaključak potcrtava da je neophodno da Federaca BiH donese zakon o 
istospolnim partnerstvima koji će uključivati što širi mogući obim prava za partnere, te ostaje kao 
obaveza novoj Vladi FBiH da formira radnu grupu koja će izraditi nacrt zakona.

Mada sve spomenuto ukazuje na jasan napredak i povećano društveno prihvatanje i podršku, LGBTI 
osobe u BiH i dalje se suočavaju s problemima kao što su: zločini iz mržnje (a posebno nasilje u porodici 
i međuvršnjačko nasilje), govor mržnje, diskriminaca te potpuna marginalizaca u manjim 
sredinama BiH. U ovom kontekstu posebno zabrinjavaju napadi na LGBTI zajednicu i aktiviste/kinje 
koji su se desili u Banjoj Luci u martu 2023. godine, a koji su ukazali na inertnost i manjak podrške 
instituca te na ukorenjenost homofobe u javnoj i institucionalnoj sferi kao i neproporcionalnost 
učinka aktivističkog djelovanja na teritori Bosne i Hercegovine.⁴
 
Ljudska prava ne mogu postojati u vakuumu, niti izdvojena od društvene stvarnosti. Dugogodišnje 
djelovanje aktivista/kinja za ljudska prava LGBTI osoba bilo je usmjereno kako na osnaživanje LGBTI 
osoba i zagovaranje za LGBTI inkluzivne zakone i politike tako i na podizanje svesti bh. građana/ki o 
životima njihovih sugrađana/ki drugačih seksualnih orentaca, rodnih identiteta i spolnih 
karakteristika, kako bi doprineli suzbanju postojeće ksenofobe i vladajućih stereotipa i 
predrasuda te doveli do povećane društvene inkluze i prihvatanja. 

Dakle, slika života i položaja lezbejki, gej, biseksualnih, transrodnih i interspolnih osoba u BiH ne može 
biti kompletna bez poznavanja nivoa društvenog razumevanja i prihvatanja i stavova bh. javnosti 
prema LGBTI osobama i temama.

Ovo istraživanje stoga za cilj ima ispitati upravo te stavove, ukazati na potencalni napredak u njima u 
odnosu na slična istraživanja urađena 2013.⁵ i 2015.⁶ godine, ispitati efekte koje su primarno 
aktivistički napori u prethodnom periodu imali na društvenu inkluzu i prihvatanje LGBTI osoba te 
ponuditi nalaze i preporuke koje mogu poslužiti za daljnje usmjeravanje svih strateških aktera/ki u 
oblasti prava LGBTI osoba.

 

 

⁴"Saopštenje: ovo je bio organizovani zločin iz mržnje usmjeren prema LGBTIQ osobama." povorkaponosa.ba.  19. mart 2023. 
https://povorkaponosa.ba/2023/03/19/saopstenje-ovo-je-bio-organizovani-zlocin-iz-mrznje-usmjeren-prema-lgbtiq-osobama/.

⁶"NDI Public Opinion Poll in the Balkans on LGBTI Communities." Ndi.Org. 28. oktobar 2015. https://www.slideshare.net/NDIdemocracy/ndi-public-
opinion-poll-in-the-balkans-on-lgbti-communities.

³Amil Brković, Branko Ćulibrk, Delila Hasanbegović, Dina Bajrektarević i Jozo Blažević. 2023. Rozi izvještaj 2023. Godišnji izvještaj o stanju ljudskih 
prava LGBTI osoba u Bosni i Hercegovini. Sarajevo: Sarajevski otvoreni centar.

⁵Zlatiborka Popov-Momčinović. 2013. Ko smo mi da sudimo drugima? Ispitivanje javnog mnenja o stavovima

prema homoseksualnosti i transrodnosti u Bosni i Hercegovini. Sarajevo: Fondaca CURE, Fondaca Heinrich Boell – Ured u BiH, Sarajevski otvoreni 
centar. 
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³Brković, Amil, Branko Ćulibrk, Delila Hasanbegović, Dina Bajrektarević, and Jozo Blažević. 2023. Pink Report 2023. Annual Report on the State of 
Human Rights of LGBTI People in Bosnia and Herzegovina. Sarajevo: Sarajevo Open Centre.

⁵Popov Momčinović, Zlatiborka. 2013. Ko smo mi da sudimo drugima? Ispitivanje javnog mnenja o stavovima prema homoseksualnosti i 
transrodnosti u Bosni i Hercegovini. Sarajevo: Fondaca CURE, Fondaca Heinrich Boell – Ured U BiH, Sarajevski otvoreni centar.

⁴“Saopštenje: ovo je bio organizovani zločin iz mržnje usmjeren prema LGBTIQ osobama.” povorkaponosa.ba. March 19, 2023. 
https://povorkaponosa.ba/2023/03/19/saopstenje-ovo-je-bio-organizovani-zlocin-iz-mrznje-usmjeren-prema-lgbtiq-osobama/.

⁶“NDI Public Opinion Poll in the Balkans on LGBTI Communities”, Ndi.Org. October 28, 2015. https://www.slideshare.net/NDIdemocracy/ndi-public-
opinion-poll-in-the-balkans-on-lgbti-communities.

Human rights cannot exist in a vacuum, nor be separated from social reality. The long-term activism 
promoting human rights of LGBTI people focused both on the empowerment of LGBTI persons and on 
advocacy for LGBTI inclusive laws and policies, as well as on raising the awareness of BiH citizens 
about the lives of their fellow citizens of different sexual orientations, gender identities and sex 
characteristics, trying to contribute to combating xenophobia and prevailing stereotypes and 
prejudices, and bring about increased social inclusion and acceptance.

the FBiH Ministry of the Interior for a public debate at the end of 2022.³ The conclusion underlines that 
it is necessary for the Federation of BiH to pass a law on same-sex partnership that will include the 
widest possible range of rights for partners, and it remains an obligation for the new FBiH Government 
to form a working group to draft the law.

Therefore, we cannot have the full picture of the life and position of lesbians, gays, bisexuals, 
transgender and intersex people in BiH without knowing the level of social understanding, acceptance 
and attitudes of the BiH general public towards LGBTI people and topics.

This research aims to examine these attitudes, indicate their potential progress in comparison to 
similar research conducted in 2013⁵ and 2015⁶, examine the effects that primarily activist efforts have 
had in the previous period on social inclusion and acceptance of LGBTI people, and offer findings and 
recommendations that can serve to further direct all strategic stakeholders relevant to the rights of 
LGBTI people.

Although the above indicates progress and increased social acceptance and support, LGBTI people in 
BiH continue to face problems such as: hate crimes (especially domestic and peer violence), hate 
speech, discrimination, and complete marginalization in smaller places in Bosnia and Herzegovina. 
The attacks on the LGBTI community and activists that took place in Banja Luka in March 2023 are of 
particular concern here, as they revealed inertness and lack of support from institutions, homophobia 
in the public and institutional sphere, as well as the disproportionality of the activist impact in Bosnia 
and Herzegovina.⁴



2. Metodologa istraživanja 

 

Ciljna grupa: šira bh. javnost, posebno osobe koje nisu senzibilisane o homoseksualnosti, 
biseksualnosti, transrodnosti i interspolnosti i nisu se susretale s tim. 

Ovi podaci će biti korišteni za daljnje usmjeravanje svih strateških aktera u oblasti prava LGBTIQ osoba 
u BiH unutar civilnog društva, a primarno Sarajevskog otvorenog centra. 

Ovo istraživanje ima za cilj razumjeti i analizirati stavove i mišljenja opće populace u Bosni i 
Hercegovini prema lezbejkama, gej, biseksualnim, transrodnim i interspolnim (LGBTI) osobama, 
njihovu upoznatost s položajem i pravima ovih osoba te razumevanje kompleksnih faktora, okolnosti i 
situaca koji oblikuju svakodnevnicu i utiču na dobrobit LGBTI osoba koje žive u BiH. Upotrebom čvrste 
metodologe i reprezentativnog uzorka, istraživanje pruža vredne spoznaje koje mogu informisati 
rasprave, politike i akce vezane za prava LGBTI osoba i time doprineti njihovoj inkluzi i prihvatanju. 
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2.1. Cilj istraživanja

2.2. Ključne metodološke bilješke
Uzorkovanje: istraživanje je ciljalo na reprezentativni uzorak opće populace u Bosni i Hercegovini, u 
dobi od 18 do 65 godina. Veličina uzorka sastojala se od 1023 ispitanika. Uzorak je stratificiran prema 
važnim demografskim varablama, uključujući spol, dob, regu, mjesto stanovanja i obrazovanje. Ovaj 
pristup osiguravao je tačno odražavanje raznolikosti populace. 
 
Prikupljanje podataka: prikupljanje podataka provodilo se tokom juna 2023. putem online platforme 
za anketiranje CAWI (Computer Assisted Web Interviewing) preko Valicon panela Jaznam.ba. 
Ispitanici/e su zamoljeni/e da popune upitnik, što je zahtevalo prosječno 15 minuta. 
 
Dizajn upitnika: upitnik je pažljivo osmišljen kako bi zahvatio mišljenja, percepce i stavove u vezi s 
LGBTI populacom. Pitanja su strukturirana koristeći zatvoreni format i Likertovu skalu radi 
kvantitativne analize. 
 

 

Analiza podataka: prikupljeni podaci prošli su kroz analizu deskriptivne statistike, omogućujući 
identifikacu prevladavajućih trendova i obrazaca. Odnosi između demografskih varabli i stavova 
istražili su se tehnikama poput krostabelace. 

Ograničenja: istraživanje prepoznaje potencalna ograničenja, uključujući pristranost 
samopravljivanja sudionika te usmjerenost prema online sudionicima, što možda ne obuhvata sve 
segmente opće populace.

 
Etička razmatranja: etičke smjernice su se poštovale tokom celog istraživačkog procesa, uz 
osiguravanje pristanka sudionika, povjerljivosti i anonimnosti. Podacima se upravlja sigurno i koriste 
se isključivo u svrhu istraživanja. 

2. Research Methodology 

This research aims to understand and analyze the attitudes and opinions of the general population in 
Bosnia and Herzegovina towards lesbian, gay, bisexual, trans and intersex (LGBTI) people, their 
awareness of the position and rights of LGBTI people, as well as understanding of the complex factors, 
circumstances and situations that shape everyday life and affect the well-being of LGBTI people living 
in BiH. Relying on a robust methodology and a representative sample, the research provides valuable 
insights that can inform discussions, policies and actions related to the rights of LGBTI people and 
thus contribute to their inclusion and acceptance.

The data will be used for further guidance of all strategic civil society stakeholders in the field of 
LGBTIQ rights in BiH, primarily Sarajevo Open Centre.

Target group: the general BiH public, especially people who are not familiar with nor are they 
sensitized in relation to homosexual, bisexual, transgender and intersex people.
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2.1. Aim of the Research

2.2. Key Methodological Notes

Data analysis: The collected data underwent descriptive statistics analysis, allowing the 
identification of prevailing trends and patterns. Relationships between demographic variables and 
attitudes were explored using techniques such as cross-tabulation.

Data collection: Data were collected in June 2023, on the online survey platform CAWI (Computer 
Assisted Web Interviewing) through the Valicon panel of Jaznam.ba. Respondents were asked to fill out 
the questionnaire, which required an average of 15 minutes.

Questionnaire design: The questionnaire was carefully designed to collect opinions, perceptions and 
attitudes regarding the LGBTI population. Questions were structured in the closed format and a Likert 
scale was used to allow for quantitative analysis.

Sampling: The research targeted a representative sample of the general population in Bosnia and 
Herzegovina, aged 18 to 65. The sample size was 1023 respondents. The sample was stratified 
according to important demographic variables, including gender, age, region, place of residence, and 
education. Such an approach ensured an accurate reflection of the diversity of the population.

Ethical considerations: Ethical guidelines were followed throughout the research process, including 
ensuring participant consent, ensuring confidentiality and anonymity. Data were managed securely 
and used exclusively for research purposes.

Limitations: The research recognizes potential limitations, including participant self-reporting bias 
and bias towards online participants, which may not capture all segments of the general population.
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2.3. Struktura uzorka 
Struktura ispitanika/ca u ovom istraživanju prikazana je u tabeli ispod.

Struktura uzorka (N=1023) 

Muški 

Ženski

Spol

48%

52%

494

529

1-2 

3-4 

Broj članova domaćinstva 

26%

56%

262

570

5+ 17%

2%

174

17Bez odgovora 

Do 1180 KM 

1180-2340 KM 

Prihodi domaćinstva 

23%

37%

240

378

Više od 2340 KM 29%

10%

299

106Bez odgovora 

USK

ZDK+BPK 

Rega

8%

11%

78

115

Sarajevo 11%

8%

115

79SBK

TK+PK 14% 148

Hercegovina 10%

16%

107

169Reg. BL 

Reg. Doboj + DB 8%

13%

80

132Ostatak RS-a

18g - 29g 

30g - 44g 

Dob

25%

21%

260

217

45g - 60g 

61g+ 

43%

10%

439

107

Osnovno

Srednje

Obrazovanje 

2%

78%

20

796

Više i visoko 

Bez odgovora 

20%

0,3%

204

3

Zaposleni

Nezaposleni 

Radni status 

66%

9%

678

94

Studenti/školarci 7%

4%

75

38Domaćica, kućanica 

Penzioneri i drugo 12% 119

Bez odgovora 2% 19

Bez prihoda 

Do 780 KM 

Lični prihodi 

5%

21%

53

213

780-1170 KM 25%

41%

252

421Više od 1170 KM 

Bez odgovora 8% 84

Samci 

U braku 

Bračni status 

19%

72%

190

732

Rastavljeni/udovci 

Bez odgovora 

7%

3%

74

27

Urbano

Ruralno

Tip naselja 

63%

37%

642

381
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2.3. Sample Structure 
The structure of respondents in this research is presented in the table below:

Sample structure (N=1023)

Male

Female

Sex

48%

52%

494

529

1-2 

3-4 

Number of household members

26%

56%

262

570

5+ 17%

2%

174

17Do response

Under BAM 1,180

BAM 1,180-2,340

Household income

23%

37%

240

378

Over BAM 2.340 29%

10%

299

106No response

USC

ZDC+BPC

Region

8%

11%

78

115

Sarajevo 11%

8%

115

79CBC

TC+PC 14% 148

Herzegovina 10%

16%

107

169Region BL

Region Doboj + DB 8%

13%

80

132Rest of RS

18g - 29g 

30g - 44g 

Age

25%

21%

260

217

45g - 60g 

61g+ 

43%

10%

439

107

Primary

Secondary

Education

2%

78%

20

796

Higher

No response

20%

0,3%

204

3

Employed

Unemployed

Employment status 

66%

9%

678

94

Student 7%

4%

75

38Homemaker

Pensioner and other 12% 119

No response 2% 19

No income

Under BAM 780

Personal income

5%

21%

53

213

BAM 780 – 1,170 25%

41%

252

421BAM 780 – 1,170

No response 8% 84

Single

Married

Marital status

19%

72%

190

732

Divorced/widowed

No response

7%

3%

74

27

Urban

Rural

Type of residence 

63%

37%

642

381



3. Opći rezultati istraživanja

Prethodno spomenuta istraživanja stavova prema LGBTI zajednici u BiH i na Zapadnom Balkanu, 
naročito ona urađena 2013.⁷ i 2015.⁸ godine, ukazala su na vrlo nizak stepen poznavanja LGBTI tema te 
senzibilisanosti za ovu tematiku. 
 
U istraživanju iz 2015. zabilježeno je i visoko nepoznavanje pojma LGBTI, te je tako samo 45% 
ispitanika/ca bilo upoznato s pojmovima lezbejka i gej i znalo da su oni dio akronima LGBTI. Kada su u 
pitanju biseksualne osobe, samo 35% osoba znalo je da ove osobe pripadaju akronimu LGBTI, 25% 
njih je to znalo za transrodne osobe, a samo 22% za interspolne osobe. 
 
Kada je reč o općoj informisanosti ispitanika/ca o pojmovima vezanim za LGBTI osobe i njihova 
ljudska prava, 91,5% ispitanika/ca izvestilo je da poznaje pojam i zna šta on predstavlja, dok je samo 
1,7% ispitanika/ca reklo da prvi put čuje za taj pojam ili ne zna šta znači.

Ispitanici/e dobne grupe 30-39 godina nešto su bolje upoznati s pojmom u odnosu na ostale dobne 
grupe, kao i oni s ličnim mjesečnim prihodima iznad 1200 KM. Pored toga, oni koji za sebe smatraju da 
nisu religiozni u nešto većoj mjeri poznaju značenje pojma LGBTI.  
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3.1. Poznavanje pojma LGBTI 

⁷Zlatiborka Popov-Momčinović. 2013. Ko smo mi da sudimo drugima? Ispitivanje javnog mnenja o stavovima

prema homoseksualnosti i transrodnosti u Bosni i Hercegovini. Sarajevo: Fondaca CURE, Fondaca Heinrich Boell – Ured u BiH, Sarajevski otvoreni 
centar.

⁸"NDI Public Opinion Poll in the Balkans on LGBTI Communities." Ndi.Org. October 28, 2015. https://www.slideshare.net/NDIdemocracy/ndi-public-
opinion-poll-in-the-balkans-on-lgbti-communities.

Poznajem pojam od rane i 
znam šta predstavlja 

Poznajem / čuo/la sam za taj pojam, 
ali nisam znao/la šta tačno predstavlja 

Ne poznajem/prvi put čujem 
za taj pojam 

91,5% (936)

6,9% (70)

1,7% (17)

N = (1023)

Pojam LGBTI je skraćenica koja se odnosi na lezbejke, gej muškarce, biseksualne, 
transrodne i interspolne osobe a da bi se jednom rečju imenovale različite seksualne i 
spolne/rodne orentace. U kojoj mjeri ste rane bili upoznati s ovim?

3. General Findings of the Research

The 2015 survey recorded a high level of ignorance of the acronym LGBTI with only 45% of respondents 
being familiar with the terms lesbian and gay or that they were part of the acronym LGBTI. As for 
bisexual people, only 35% of respondents knew that they belong to the acronym LGBTI, 25% for 
transgender people, and only 22% for intersex people.

This research, in terms of respondents' general awareness of terminology related to LGBTI people and 
their human rights, showed that 91.5% reported that they know the acronym and what it represents, 
while only 1.7% said that they never heard of the acronym and do not know what it means.

Respondents in the 30-39 age group are somewhat more familiar with the term compared to other age 
groups, as are those with personal monthly incomes above BAM 1,200. In addition, those who consider 
themselves not religious know the meaning of the term LGBTI to a slightly greater extent.

The aforementioned surveys of attitudes towards the LGBTI community in BiH and the Western 
Balkans, especially those conducted in 2013⁷ and 2015,⁸ indicated a very low level of knowledge of 
LGBTI topics and sensitivity to this topic.
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3.1. Knowledge of the Acronym LGBTI 

⁸“NDI Public Opinion Poll in the Balkans on LGBTI Communities.” Ndi.Org. October 28, 2015. https://www.slideshare.net/NDIdemocracy/ndi-public-
opinion-poll-in-the-balkans-on-lgbti-communities.

⁷Popov Momčinović, Zlatiborka. 2013. Ko smo mi da sudimo drugima? Ispitivanje javnog mnenja o stavovima prema homoseksualnosti i 
transrodnosti u Bosni i Hercegovini. Sarajevo: Fondaca CURE, Fondaca Heinrich Boell – Ured U BiH, Sarajevski otvoreni centar.

I know the term from before and
I know what it means

I know/have heard about the term, but
I did not know what exactly it means 

I do not know/this is the first time 
I'm hearing about the term

91,5% (936)

6,9% (70)

1,7% (17)

N = (1023)

LGBTI is an acronym that refers to lesbians, gay men, bisexual, transgender and 
intersex people, and is used as a single term to denote different sexual orientation and 
sex/gender of people. To what extent was this known to you previously?
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Da li ste se Vi tokom školovanja susretali sa temama koje se tiču ljudskih prava LGBTI 
osoba? 

Da 11,3% (116) 

Ne 72,2% (739) 

Ne sjećam se  16,5% (169) 
N = (1023)

 

U periodu između ovih istraživanja došlo je do pozitivnog pomaka u poznavanju LGBTI tematike i 
osoba, te je tako pri ponovnom ispitivanju stavova prema LGBTI osobama na Zapadnom Balkanu,¹¹ 
onom 2023. godine, 27% ispitanika/ca iz BiH izjavilo da lično poznaje LGBTI osobe. 

Da LGBTI osobe još uvek nisu u potpunosti sigurne da slobodno ispoljavaju svoje LGBTI identitete u 
društvu, te da su primorane na prividnu nevidljivost među općom populacom iz straha od 
stigmatizace i odbanja, govori podatak da značajna grupa od 33,9% ispitanika/ca ne bila sigurna 
ili ne znala da li su neki od ljudi koje poznaje članovi LGBTI zajednice, te da 20,5% ispitanika/ca ne 
poznaje niti jednu LGBTI osobu.

 
Neposredni kontakt i lično poznavanje LGBTI osoba nesumnjivo doprinosi promjeni stavova i mišljenja 
te upoznatosti s LGBTI tematikom. Ovim istraživanjem potvrđen je pozitivan trend u poznavanju LGBTI 
osoba u bližoj okolini, te je 45,6% ispitanika/ca izjavilo da lično poznaje LGBTI osobu. Ovaj postotak 
sugeriše da postoji relativno velika grupa ljudi koja ima neposredno iskustvo i kontakt sa LGBTI 
osobama, što može pridoneti razumevanju i empati prema njihovim iskustvima. 

Poznavanje tematike i samog pojma LGBTI te daljnje razumevanje položaja LGBTI osoba u BiH vezano 
je i za neposredni kontakt i poznavanje LGBTI osoba. Naime, u istraživanju urađenom 2013.⁹ godine u 
BiH čak 73,4% ispitanika/ca potvrdilo je da ne poznaje lično nednu LGBT osobu; istraživanje za 

10Zapadni Balkan  2015. godine potvrđuje visok stepen nepoznavanja LGBTI osoba, gdje je 90% 
ispitanika/ca potvrdilo da ne poznaje nednu LGBTI osobu. 
 

Uzmu li se u obzir podaci da se 72,2% ispitanika/ca nikad tokom školovanja ne susrelo s ovom 
temom, te da njih 41,6% smatra da se (uglavnom) ne govori javno o temama vezanim za LGBTI 
zajednicu, a da ih 14,8% ne zna ili nema stav o tome, primjećujemo vrlo visoku i značajnu 
informisanost građana te uspjeh kampanja podizanja svesti na ovu temu kod opće populace. 

10"NDI Public Opinion Poll in the Balkans on LGBTI Communities." Ndi.Org. October 28, 2015. https://www.slideshare.net/NDIdemocracy/ndi-public-
opinion-poll-in-the-balkans-on-lgbti-communities.

¹¹Amarildo Fecanji. 2023. Attitudes towards LGBTIQ+ People in the Western Balkans. Analytical Report of Public Opinion Poll. ERA - LGBTI Equal Rights 
Association for the Western Balkans and Turkey.

⁹Zlatiborka Popov-Momčinović. 2013. Ko smo mi da sudimo drugima? Ispitivanje javnog mnenja o stavovima

prema homoseksualnosti i transrodnosti u Bosni i Hercegovini. Sarajevo: Fondaca CURE, Fondaca Heinrich Boell – Ured u BiH, Sarajevski otvoreni 
centar.
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During your education, did you come across topics related to the human rights of LGBTI 
persons?

Yes 11,3% (116) 

No 72,2% (739) 

I do not remember 16,5% (169) 
N = (1023)

Awareness of the topic, the very concept of LGBTI, and further understanding of the position of LGBTI 
persons in BiH is associated with direct contact and knowledge of LGBTI persons. Namely, in a survey 
conducted in BiH in 2013,⁹ as many as 73.4% of respondents stated that they did not know a single 

10LGBT person personally; the 2015 research for the Western Balkans  showed a high degree of non-
knowing LGBTI persons, where 90% of respondents stated that they did not know a single LGBTI 
person.

In the period between these surveys, there was a positive shift in the knowledge of LGBTI topics and 
people, therefore, the repeated survey of attitudes towards LGBTI people in the Western Balkans¹¹ in 
2023 revealed that 27% of respondents from BiH stated that they personally know LGBTI persons.

Direct contact and personal knowledge of LGBTI persons undoubtedly contribute to changing 
attitudes and opinions, as well as familiarity with LGBTI topics. This research showed a positive trend 
in the knowledge of LGBTI persons in the immediate environment – 45.6% of respondents stated that 
they personally know an LGBTI person. This percentage suggests that there is a relatively large group 
of people who have direct experience and contact with LGBTI people, which can contribute to 
understanding and empathy for their experiences.

If we take into account that 72.2% of respondents never came across this topic during their education, 
that 41.6% of them believe that topics related to the LGBTI community are (mostly) not discussed 
publicly, and that 14.8% do not know or have no opinion about it, this indicates a very high and 
significant level of information among citizens, and the success of awareness-raising campaigns on 
this topic among the general population. 

That LGBTI people are still not completely safe in expressing their LGBTI identities freely in society, and 
that they are forced to appear invisible among the general population, for fear of stigmatization and 
rejection, is shown by the fact that a significant group of 33.9% of respondents are not sure whether or 
not some of the people they know were members of the LGBTI community; and by the fact that 20.5% 
respondents do not know a single LGBTI person.

10“NDI Public Opinion Poll in the Balkans on LGBTI Communities.” Ndi.Org. October 28, 2015. https://www.slideshare.net/NDIdemocracy/ndi-public-
opinion-poll-in-the-balkans-on-lgbti-communities.

¹¹Fecanji, Amarildo. 2023. Attitudes towards LGBTIQ+ People in the Western Balkans. Analytical Report of Public Opinion Poll. ERA - LGBTI Equal Rights 
Association for the Western Balkans and Turkey.

⁹Popov Momčinović, Zlatiborka. 2013. Ko smo mi da sudimo drugima? Ispitivanje javnog mnenja o stavovima prema homoseksualnosti i 
transrodnosti u Bosni i Hercegovini. Sarajevo: Fondaca CURE, Fondaca Heinrich Boell – Ured U BiH, Sarajevski otvoreni centar.
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Bez obzira na pozitivne pomake u poznavanju terminologe, opća populaca smatra da u javnom 
prostoru nedostaje informaca o LGBTI temama, te čak 35,5% njih misli da se uglavnom ne govori o 
ovim pitanjima. 16,5% ispitanika/ca tvrdi da se uglavnom govori o ovim pitanjima, dok ih 19,5% smatra 
da se dosta govori o položaju LGBTI osoba. Iako ovi postoci ukazuju na rastuću svest i otvorenost 
prema temama LGBTI prava u društvu, oni upozoravaju da, bez obzira na to što u javnom diskursu 
postoji diskusa o ovim temama, nedostaje dublja posvećenost i konstantno održavanje interesa 
javnosti i meda za LGBTI teme i pomake.  

 

Ovi rezultati ukazuju na potrebu za većim stepenom senzibilizace i informisanja javnosti kako bi se 
podigla svest o LGBTI pitanjima i pružila podrška osobama unutar zajednice.

Da li lično poznajete neku LGBTI osobu? 

N
 =

 (1
02

3)

45,6%

33,9%

20,5%

Poznajem lično (467) 

Ne znam, nisam siguran/na da li je neko
od ljudi koje znam pripadnik LGBTI zajednice (346)

Ne poznajem niti jednu (210)

Prema Vašem mišljenju, u kojoj mjeri se danas u Bosni i Hercegovini javno govori o 
položaju LGBTI osoba? 

N = (1023)

Uopće se ne govori

Uglavnom se ne govori 

Uglavnom se govori 

Govori se dosta 

Ne znam/nemam stav 

6,1% (62)

35,5% (363)

16,5% (169)

19,5% (200)

14,8% (152)

Sve u svemu, ovi podaci pokazuju da postoje različite percepce o tome koliko se javno diskutuje o 
položaju LGBTI osoba u Bosni i Hercegovini. Razlike u percepci ukazuju na različite nivoe svesti, 
angažmana i prihvaćenosti ovih pitanja u društvu. 
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These findings indicate a need for a higher degree of public awareness and information, in order to 
raise awareness of LGBTI issues and provide support to people within the community.

Regardless of the positive developments in the knowledge of terminology, the general population 
believes that there is a lack of information on LGBTI topics in the public space, and as many as 35.5% 
think that these issues are mostly not discussed. 16.5% of respondents claim that these issues are 
mostly discussed, while 19.5% believe the position of LGBTI people is discussed to a great extent. 
Although the percentages indicate a growing awareness and openness towards LGBTI rights topics in 
society, they warn that, despite the fact that there are discussions in the public discourse, there is a 
lack of deeper dedication and continued public and media interest in LGBTI topics and developments. 

Do you personally know an LGBTI person?

N
 =

 (1
02

3)

45,6%

33,9%

20,5%

I do, personally (467) 

I do not know; I am not sure if any of the people I
know are members of the LGBTI community (346)

I do not know a single LGBTI person (210)

In your opinion, to what extent is the position of LGBTI people publicly discussed today 
in Bosnia and Herzegovina?

N = (1023)

It is not discussed at all

It is mostly not discussed 

It is mostly discussed 

It is discussed to a great extent 

I do not know/I do
not have an opinion 

6,1% (62)

35,5% (363)

16,5% (169)

19,5% (200)

14,8% (152)

Overall, the data show that there are different perceptions about the extent to which the position of 
LGBTI persons in Bosnia and Herzegovina is publicly discussed. Differences in perception indicate 
different levels of awareness, engagement and acceptance of these issues in society.
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¹³Amarildo Fecanji. 2023. Attitudes towards LGBTIQ+ People in the Western Balkans. Analytical Report of Public Opinion Poll. ERA - LGBTI Equal Rights 
Association for the Western Balkans and Turkey.

¹²"NDI Public Opinion Poll in the Balkans on LGBTI Communities." Ndi.Org. October 28, 2015. https://www.slideshare.net/NDIdemocracy/ndi-public-
opinion-poll-in-the-balkans-on-lgbti-communities.

3.2. Mišljenje i stavovi prema LGBTI zajednici 

Ovim istraživanjem, međutim, ukazano je na značajnu promjenu stavova opće populace, te je samo 
35,3% ispitanika/ca izjavilo da LGBTI osobe smatra bolesnim, dok ih 41,8% smatra da LGBTI osobe nisu 
bolesne i da ih ne treba lečiti, a 22,9% ispitanika/ca nema stav o ovom pitanju. 
 
Stavovima da LGBTI osobe treba lečiti skloni su ispitanici/e dobne grupe 18-29 godina koji žive u 
pretežno ruralnim područjima BiH i koji sebe smatraju religioznim.

Jednako kao i poznavanje pojma LGBTI, te poznavanje LGBTI osoba, menjala su se i mišljenja i stavovi 
prema LGBTI zajednici. U istraživanju za Zapadni Balkan iz 2015. godine¹² čak 59% ispitanika/ca iz BiH 
LGBTI osobe smatralo je bolesnim. Slična brojka ponovljena je i u istraživanju za Zapadni Balkan iz 
2023. godine,¹³ 54% ispitanika/ca izjavilo je da LGBTI osobe smatra bolesnima. 
 

Da li smatrate da su LGBTI osobe bolesne i da ih treba lečiti? 

Ne, odavno je struka utvrdila da nisu bolesne i 
da ih ne treba lečiti (427) 

Ne znam (235) 

Da, mislim da jesu bolesne i da trebaju lečenje (361)

N = (1023)

Šta smatrate da je potrebno uraditi? 

(197)
Poslati psihologu 
ili psihoterapeutu 

(79)
Poslati psihatru 

(36)
Poslati ih vjerskom 
službeniku (hodža, 

svećenik, sveštenik) 

(19)
Izolirati ih iz društva 

(33)
Nešto drugo 

54,1% 21,8% 9,8% 5,3% 9,0%

Ohrabruje činjenica da i među 35,3% ispitanika/ca koji smatraju da su LGBTI osobe bolesne 
prevladavaju oni (76,9%) koji bi LGBTI osobe uputili na psihološku/psihatrsku pomoć, dok bi 9,8% 

22,9%
41,8%

35,3%
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¹²“NDI Public Opinion Poll in the Balkans on LGBTI Communities.” Ndi.Org. October 28, 2015. https://www.slideshare.net/NDIdemocracy/ndi-public-
opinion-poll-in-the-balkans-on-lgbti-communities.

¹³Fecanji, Amarildo. 2023. Attitudes towards LGBTIQ+ People in the Western Balkans. Analytical Report of Public Opinion Poll. ERA - LGBTI Equal Rights 
Association for the Western Balkans and Turkey.

3.2. Opinions and Attitudes towards the LGBTI Community 
Just as knowledge of the term LGBTI and knowledge of LGBTI persons, opinions and attitudes towards 
the LGBTI community have also changed. In the 2015 survey for the Western Balkans,¹² as many as 59% 
of respondents from Bosnia and Herzegovina considered LGBTI people to be sick. A similar figure was 
repeated in the 2023¹³ survey for the Western Balkans, where 54% of respondents stated that they 
consider LGBTI people to be sick.

This research, however, indicates a significant change in the attitudes of the general population, with 
only 35.3% of respondents stating that they consider LGBTI people to be sick, while 41.8% believe that 
LGBTI people are not sick and that they should not be treated and 22.9% do not have an opinion on this 
issue.

Respondents in the 18-29 age group who live in predominantly rural areas of BiH and who consider 
themselves religious are more inclined to the views that LGBTI people should be treated.

Do you think that LGBTI people are sick and should be treated?

No, professionals established long ago that they 
are not sick and that they do not need treatment (427) 

I do not know  (235) 

Yes, I think they are sick and need treatment (361)

N = (1023)

What do you think needs to be done?

(197)
Refer them to 

a psychologistor 
psychotherapist

(79)
Refer them 

to a psychiatrist

(36)
Refer them to a 
religious o�cial
(imam, priest) 

(19)
Isolate them
from society

(33)
Other

54,1% 21,8% 9,8% 5,3% 9,0%

The fact is encouraging that even among the 35,3% of respondents who believe that LGBTI people are 
sick, there are those (76.9%) who would refer LGBTI people to psychological/psychiatric help, while 
9.8% would send them to religious o�cials, and only 5.3% would isolate them from society. 

22,9%
41,8%

35,3%
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ispitanika/ca ove osobe poslalo vjerskim službenicima, a samo 5,3% njih izolovalo bi ih iz društva. 
Ipak,  potencalna opasnost ovakvog “pomagačkog” pristupa jeste što bi  se pod 
psihološkom/psihatrskom pomoći mogle smatrati i konverzivne terape, te bi iz neznanja i 
neinformisanosti dio građana/ki BiH bio spreman LGBTI osobe izložiti ovom vidu psihološkog nasilja, 
što je više obrađeno u sekci koja se fokusira na odnos roditelja i djece. Ovaj nalaz svakako poziva na 
dublju analizu odgovora kako bi se stekao kvalitativni uvid u krajnji cilj upućivanja na 
psihološku/psihatrsku pomoć. S obzirom na to da psihologa i medicina, kao nauke, imaju historu 
homo/transfobnog tretmana LGBTI osoba te ličnim predrasudama obojenih pristupa, neophodno je 
otvoriti ovu temu u javnosti, ciljano raditi sa stručnjacima iz ove oblasti i osigurati da i LGBTI osobe i 
šira javnost imaju dovoljno kvalitetnih informaca na osnovu kojih mogu doći do senzibilisanih i 
profesionalnih stručnjaka/inja iz ovih oblasti.¹⁴

Ukoliko bi Vam osoba koju svakodnevno srećete ili se sa njom družite rekla da je LGBTI 
osoba, kako biste Vi reagovali? 

3.2.1. Coming out 

Ovim istraživanjem potvrđeno je da bi čak 33,1% ispitanika/ca podržalo LGBTI osobe iz svog bližeg 
okruženja nakon autovanja, dok bi ih njih 28,1% prihvatilo, ali bi se trudilo ne razgovarati o tome dalje, 
12,1% ispitanika/ca bi ih uputilo na lečenje, a samo 5,1% bi prekinulo kontakt s njima. 

Da je u periodu između 2015. i 2023. zaista došlo do promjene stavova, svjedoče i pomaci u očekivanim 
reakcama na autovanje LGBTI osoba u bližem okruženju ispitanika/ca. Tako je u istraživanju za 
Zapadni Balkan iz 2015. godine¹⁵ samo 11% ispitanika/ca iz BiH izjavilo da bi u potpunosti podržalo 
LGBTI osobe u svom okruženju nakon autovanja; 25% bi ih podržalo bez razgovaranja o tome; 23% bi 
ih uputilo na lečenje, a čak 30% ispitanika/ca bi prestalo komunicirati s njima. U ispitivanju za 
Zapadni Balkan iz 2023.¹⁶ čak 24% ispitanika/ca iz BiH podržalo bi LGBTI osobe nakon autovanja, 32% 
bi ih prihvatilo bez razgovora o tome, 24% bi ih uputilo na lečenje, a samo 16% bi prestalo 
komunicirati s njima. 
 

 
Iako statistički neznatan, postotak od 1% ispitanika/ca koji bi reagovali nasilno u slučaju autovanja 
LGBTI osobe u bližoj okolini ukazuje da kao društvo još nismo dostigli nultu stopu tolerance na nasilje, 
te zabrinjava u kontekstu posljedica koje homofobno i transfobno nasilje ima po LGBTI osobe u BiH te 
njihovo mentalno zdravlje i dobrobit. 

¹⁴Vladana Vasić, Mara Šarić i Zvjezdana Savić. 2020. Od podrške do prihvatanja: Priručnik za inkluzivnu psihološku, psihoterapsku i druge vidove 
sveobuhvatne podrške LGBTI osobama. Sarajevo: Sarajevski otvoreni centar.

¹⁶Amarildo Fecanji. 2023. Attitudes towards LGBTIQ+ People in the Western Balkans. Analytical Report of Public Opinion Poll. ERA - LGBTI Equal Rights 
Association for the Western Balkans and Turkey.

¹⁵"NDI Public Opinion Poll in the Balkans on LGBTI Communities." Ndi.Org. October 28, 2015. https://www.slideshare.net/NDIdemocracy/ndi-public-
opinion-poll-in-the-balkans-on-lgbti-communities.

N
 =

 (1
02

3)

Bilo bi mi drago što je rekla i podržao/la bih je u potpunosti (189) 

Podržao/la bih je u potpunosti (150) 

Prihvatio/la bih, ali bih se trudio/la da ne razgovaramo o tome (287) 

Bio/la bih zbunjen/a (74) 

Pokušao/la bih da joj pomognem da potraži pomoć oko lečenja (124) 

Prekinuo/la bih kontakt sa njom (52) 

Fizički bih se obračunao/la sa njom (10) 

Ne znam kako bih reagovao/la (136) 

18,5%
14,6%

28,1%

7,2%
12,1%

5,1%
1,0%

13,3%
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Nevertheless, the potential danger of such a “helping” approach is that conversion therapies could also 
be considered psychological/psychiatric help, and due to ignorance and lack of information, some BiH 
citizens would be willing to expose LGBTI persons to this type of psychological violence, as will be 
discussed in more detail in the section on the relationship between parents and children. This finding 
certainly calls for a deeper analysis of the responses, in order to gain a qualitative insight into the 
ultimate goal of referral to psychological/psychiatric help. Given that psychology and medicine, as 
sciences, have a history of homo/transphobic treatment of LGBTI persons and approaches marked by 
personal bias, it is necessary to raise this topic in the public, to work in a targeted manner with experts 
from this field, and to ensure that both LGBTI persons and the general public have su�cient quality 
information, on the basis of which they can reach sensitized and professional experts in these fields.¹⁴

If a person you meet on a daily basis or socialize with told you that they are an LGBTI 
person, how would you react?

3.2.1. Coming out

This research reveals that as many as 33.1% of respondents would support LGBTI people from their 
immediate environment, after coming out, while 28.1% would accept them, but would try not to talk 
about it, 12.1% would refer them for treatment, and only 5.1% would end contact with them.

Although statistically insignificant, the percentage of 1% of respondents who would react violently in 
the event of an LGBTI person coming out in their immediate environment, indicates that society has 
not yet reached zero tolerance for violence and is concerning in terms of the consequences that 
homophobic and transphobic violence has on LGBTI people in BiH, their mental health and well-being.

The change in attitudes between 2015 and 2023 is evident also in the expected reactions of 
respondents to LGBTI people coming out in their immediate environment. The 2015 survey for the 
Western Balkans¹⁵ reported that only 11% of respondents from Bosnia and Herzegovina stated that they 
would fully support LGBTI people in their environment after coming out, 25% would support them, 
without talking about it; 23% would refer them to treatment, and as many as 30% would stop 
communicating with them. In the 2023 survey for the Western Balkans,¹⁶ as many as 24% of the 
respondents from Bosnia and Herzegovina would support LGBTI people after coming out, 32% would 
accept them without discussing it further, 24% would refer them to treatment, and only 16% would 
stop communicating with them.

¹⁵“NDI Public Opinion Poll in the Balkans on LGBTI Communities.” Ndi.Org. October 28, 2015. https://www.slideshare.net/NDIdemocracy/ndi-public-
opinion-poll-in-the-balkans-on-lgbti-communities.

¹⁴Vasić, Vladana, Mara Šarić, and Zvjezdana Savić. 2020. Od podrške do prihvatanja: Priručnik za inkluzivnu psihološku, psihoterapsku i druge 
vidove sveobuhvatne podrške LGBTI osobama. Sarajevo: Sarajevo Open Centre.

¹⁶Fecanji, Amarildo. 2023. Attitudes towards LGBTIQ+ People in the Western Balkans. Analytical Report of Public Opinion Poll. ERA - LGBTI Equal Rights 
Association for the Western Balkans and Turkey.

N
 =

 (1
02

3)

I would be glad they did so and would support them fully (189) 

I would support them fully (150) 

I would accept it, but would try not to talk about it (287) 

I would be confused (74) 

I would try to help them seek help with treatment (124) 

I would end all contact with them (52) 

I would physically attack them (10) 

I do not know I would react (136) 

18,5%
14,6%

28,1%

7,2%
12,1%

5,1%
1,0%

13,3%
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Međutim, kada je reč o porodičnim odnosima, ovaj nivo prihvatanja opada, te je za 34% ispitanika/ca 
još uvek neprihvatljivo da im član/ica porodice bude pripadnik/ca LGBTI zajednice, a stavovi se 
dodatno zaoštravaju kada su u pitanju vlastita djeca, tako da čak 43% ispitanika/ca smatra da je 
neprihvatljivo da njihovo dete bude LGBTI osoba.

Istraživanje ukazuje na to da polaritet stavova ispitanika/ca zavisi od bliskosti i stepena emotivne 
vezanosti u međuljudskim odnosima, te što je veći stepen socalne distance, ispitanici/e lakše 
prihvataju LGBTI osobe. Tako je 40% njih potvrdilo da im je u velikoj mjeri prihvatljivo da im 
komša/nica, kolega/ica na fakultetu ili poslu te šef/ica budu pripadnici LGBTI zajednice. 

Ovi postoci ukazuju na neophodnost nastavka rada i povećanja vidljivosti grupe roditelja i članova/ica 
porodica LGBTI osoba te senzibilizace opće populace na pitanjima porodične podrške i prihvatanja 
LGBTI osoba. Mreža podrške te lično poznavanje roditelja LGBTI osoba može voditi ka dodatnoj 
promjeni percepce te pomirivanju emotivnih i afektivnih stavova s generalnom podrškom LGBTI 
zajednici u BiH. 

3.2.2. Stavovi o LGBTI osobama 
Kada su u pitanju stavovi i mišljenja javnosti, vidljivo je da je neke predrasude teže otkloniti kroz 
vreme te da opstaju među općom populacom i utiču na njen odnos i prihvatanje LGBTI osoba. 

Iako je ovo regionalno istraživanje iz 2023.¹⁹ ukazalo da 70% ispitanika/ca iz BiH ima ovakav stav, 
istraživanje javnog mnenja koje je, također 2023, proveo Sarajevski otvoreni centar ukazuje na 
značajno manji postotak osoba koje dele ovo mišljenje, samo 16% njih, dok je dodatnih 4% isključivo 

 
U istraživanjima javnog mnenja Zapadnog Balkana iz 2015.¹⁷ i ponovljenom istraživanju 2023. godine¹⁸ 
preko 66% ispitanika/ca iz BiH smatralo je da LGBTI osobe ne bi svoj identitet trebale ispoljavati izvan 
svoja četiri zida. 

¹⁷"NDI Public Opinion Poll in the Balkans on LGBTI Communities." Ndi.Org. October 28, 2015. https://www.slideshare.net/NDIdemocracy/ndi-public-
opinion-poll-in-the-balkans-on-lgbti-communities.

¹⁸Amarildo Fecanji. 2023. Attitudes towards LGBTIQ+ People in the Western Balkans. Analytical Report of Public Opinion Poll. ERA - LGBTI Equal Rights 
Association for the Western Balkans and Turkey.

¹⁹Ibid.
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The research indicates that the polarity of the respondents' attitudes depends on the closeness and 
degree of emotional attachment in interpersonal relationships – the greater the degree of social 
distance, the easier the respondents accept LGBTI persons. Thus, 40% of them stated that it is largely 
acceptable for them to have their neighbor, colleague at university or work, and their boss be members 
of the LGBTI community.

However, in family relationships, this level of acceptance decreases – for 34% of respondents, it is still 
unacceptable for their family member to be a member of the LGBTI community, with attitudes 
becoming even more harsh when it comes to their own children – as many as 43% of respondents 
believe that it is unacceptable for their child to be an LGBTI person.

These percentages indicate the necessity of continuing the work and increasing the visibility of the 
group of parents and family members of LGBTI people, as well as sensitizing the general population on 
issues of family support and acceptance of LGBTI persons. A network of support and personal 
knowledge of the parents of LGBTI people can lead to an additional change in perception and 
reconciliation of emotional and affective attitudes with general support for the LGBTI community in 
BiH. 

3.2.2. Attitudes about LGBTI People 
It is evident that some prejudices in the attitudes and opinions of the public are more di�cult to 
eliminate over time, and that they persist among the general population and influence its attitude 
towards and acceptance of LGBTI people.

Although the regional survey from 2023 showed that 70% of respondents from BiH have this attitude, 
the public opinion survey by Sarajevo Open Centre, also conducted in 2023, indicates a significantly 

In public opinion 2015 survey of the Western Balkans¹⁷ and in the repeated 2023 survey,¹⁸ over 66% of 
respondents from BiH believed that LGBTI people should not express their identity outside their four 
walls.

¹⁷"NDI Public Opinion Poll in the Balkans on LGBTI Communities." Ndi.Org. October 28, 2015. https://www.slideshare.net/NDIdemocracy/ndi-public-
opinion-poll-in-the-balkans-on-lgbti-communities.

¹⁹Ibid.

¹⁸Amarildo Fecanji. 2023. Attitudes towards LGBTIQ+ People in the Western Balkans. Analytical Report of Public Opinion Poll. ERA - LGBTI Equal Rights 
Association for the Western Balkans and Turkey.

N = (1023)

Neighbor 41,0% 22,7% 7,0% 14,0% 15,3%

Colleague at school/university 40,1% 22,6% 8,3% 15,2% 13,8%

Colleague at work 40,0% 22,0% 8,9% 15,4% 13,6%

Boss at work 39,0% 19,4% 8,7% 18,3% 14,6%

Close friend 34,6% 22,6% 8,4% 22,3% 12,1%

Family member 19,7% 19,5% 13,4% 33,8% 13,6%

Child (son/daughter) 14,4% 14,6% 11,8% 42,7% 16,5%

Completely
acceptable

Somewhat
acceptable

Somewhat 
unacceptable

Completely 
unacceptable

I do not have 
an attitude

63,7%

62,7%

62,0%

58,5%

57,1%

39,2%

29,0%

3,1

2,3

2,8

2,9

3,0

3,0

2,0

top2 average
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Izrazito pozitivne stavove prema LGBTI osobama iskazalo je 32% ispitanika/ca, gdje 16% njih ističe 
poštovanje prema pravu svakog pojedinca da vodi svoj život, donosi svoje odluke i izražava svoj 
identitet, 11% podržava ravnopravnost i pravo LGBTI osoba da žive i vole kako žele, a 5% njih vidi LGBTI 
osobe kao obične ljude bez predrasuda. 

Predmetno istraživanje ukazuje da u kontekstu LGBTI tema još uvek postoje različite perspektive 
unutar bh. društva te da stavovi variraju od pozitivnih i neutralnih stavova do negativnih i konfliktnih 
mišljenja prema LGBTI osobama. Ohrabruje činjenica da izrazito negativne stavove ima svega 11% 
ispitanika/ca, te da ih samo 13% smatra da LGBTI osobe trebaju lečenje, što ukazuje na pogrešno 
shvatanje seksualnosti i roda te potvrđuje neophodnost dodatnog informisanja i senzibilisanja 
javnosti.

Ostali odgovori uključuju manje učestale stavove i neodlučnost.
 

 

protiv promoce LGBTI osoba. Razliku u postotku možemo pripisivati različitim faktorima, a najvećim 
delom razlici u metodologi istraživanja te reprezentativnosti uzorka ispitanika/ca.

 
Iskazani negativni stavovi ostaju u domenu održavanja socalne distance od LGBTI osoba, te ne ulaze u 
sferu negativnog djelovanja prema zajednici ili ljudskim pravima LGBTI osoba. Tako 15% ispitanika/ca 
ne podržava LGBTI osobe i izbjegava kontakt ili konfrontacu s njima, što upućuje na to da negativne 
stavove ispoljavaju s udaljenosti, bez direktnog dejstva na položaj ili dobrobit LGBTI osoba u bh. 
društvu. Ovoj grupi može se pridružiti i 10% ispitanika/ca koji su indiferentni prema LGBTI zajednici, 
odnosno nemaju snažno mišljenje o ovoj tematici. Nalazi upućuju na potrebu dodatnog ispitivanja 
koliko ovo ispoljavanje s udaljenosti ima tendencu da utiče na položaj LGBTI osoba u BiH, posebno ako 
se uzme u obzir da ovakvo izražavanje u online sferi može doprineti općoj atmosferi netrpeljivosti i 
potencalnom uvjerenju drugih grupa da su njihove ekstremne reakce podržane od većine u 
društvu. Ovo može uticati na percepcu LGBTI zajednice o prihvaćenosti u bh. društvu i ostaviti 
posljedice po njihovo mentalno zdravlje i dobrobit. Uzimajući u obzir ovakve posljedice te potencalnu 
multiplikacu ovakvih stavova i pronalazak istomišljenika/ca na društvenim mrežama, postavlja se 
pitanje mogućnosti da međusobna podrška i validaca mogu dovesti do prelaska iz ispoljavanja 
negativnih stavova s distance do direktnih i ekstremnih iskazivanja negativnosti i netrpeljivosti.

MIŠLJENJE I STAV PREMA LGBTI ZAJEDNICI Spontane asocace – otvoreni odgovor 
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The expressed negative attitudes fall under maintaining social distance from LGBTI people, and not 
under the sphere of negative actions towards the community or the human rights of LGBTI people; 15% 
of respondents do not support LGBTI people and avoid contact or confrontation with them, suggesting 
that they express negative attitudes from a distance, without directly affecting the position or well-
being of LGBTI people in BiH society. We can add into this group the 10% of respondents who are 
indifferent to the LGBTI community, i.e., they do not have a strong opinion on this topic. The findings 
point to the need for additional examination of the extent to which this expression from a distance 
tends to affect the position of LGBTI people in BiH, especially if we take into account that such 
expressions online can contribute to a general atmosphere of intolerance and potentially convince 
other groups that their more extreme reactions are supported by the majority in society, and can 
influence the LGBTI community's perception of acceptance in BiH society and leave consequences for 
their mental health and well-being. Taking into account these consequences, and the potential 
multiplication of such attitudes and the finding of like-minded people on social media, the question 
arises of the possibility that mutual support and validation can lead to a move from expressing negative 
attitudes from a distance to more direct and extreme expressions of negativity and intolerance.

Other responses include less frequent attitudes and indecision.

This research indicates that in the context of LGBTI topics there are still different perspectives within 
BiH society, and that attitudes vary from positive and neutral to negative and conflicting opinions 
towards LGBTI people. It is encouraging that only 11% of respondents have extremely negative attitudes, 
and that only 13% believe that LGBTI people need treatment, indicating a misunderstanding of sexuality 
and gender and confirming the necessity of additional informing and sensitizing of the general public.

smaller percentage of people who share this opinion – only 16% of them, while an additional 4% are 
exclusively against the promotion of LGBTI people. The difference in percentage can be attributed to 
various factors, mostly to the difference in research methodology and the representativeness of the 
sample of respondents.

32% of respondents expressed extremely positive attitudes towards LGBTI people, where 16% of them 
emphasize respect for the right of every individual to lead their life, make their own decisions and 
express their identity, 11% support equality and the right of LGBTI people to live and love as they wish, 
and 5% of them see LGBTI people as ordinary people without prejudice.

OPINIONS AND ATTITUDES TOWARDS THE LGBTI COMMUNITY Spontaneous 

associations – open answer

Svako ima pravo na svoj život, opredjeljenje, izjašnjavanje, odluke 

Nemam ništa protiv dok je privatno, u svoja 4 zida, zadržati van javnosti 

Ne podržavam/ne slažem se s tim, ne želim biti u kontaktu s njima 

Bolest, poremećaj (mentalni, fizički, hormonalni), neprirodno, treba se lečiti

Izrazito negativan stav (abnormalno, izrazi gađenja, blud, nemoral), agresivan stav 

Ravnopravan dio društva, imaju pravo da žive kako hoće, da vole koga hoće 

Indiferentan stav, nemam nikakvo mišljenje, ne smetaju mi 

16%

10%

11%

11%

13%

15%

16%

Everyone has the right to their life, determination, expression, decisions

I have nothing against as long as it is private, within 4 walls, to keep it out of the public eye

I do not support/I do not agree with that, I do not want to have contact with them

Sickness, disorder (mental, physical, hormonal), unnatural, should be treated

Extremely negative attitude (abnormal, expressions of disgust, debauchery, immorality), aggressive attitude

An equal part of society, they have the right to live as they want, to love whom they want

Indifferent attitude, no opinion, they don't bother me

16%

10%

11%

11%

13%

15%

16%
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Zbirno, ako posmatramo odgovore potpunog slaganja i djelimičnog slaganja, 74% ispitanika/ca slaže 
se s tvrdnjama da se prema LGBTI osobama treba odnositi kao prema bilo kojoj drugoj osobi, a 62% 
njih smatra da i LGBTI osobe trebaju imati jednaka prava i mogućnosti kao i svi drugi građani/ke BiH.

Isto tako, kada su ispitanici/e bile u situaci da izraze slaganje sa ponuđenim tvrdnjama (skala 
Likertovog tipa, od 1 do 4), odgovori su pratili omjer pozitivnih, negativnih i neutralnih raspodjela u 
odgovaranju. 
 

Slažem se Djelimično
se slažem

Djelimično
se ne slažem

Ne slažem
se

Nemam
stav

N = (1023)

Prema LGBTI osobama se treba odnositi 
kao prema bilo kojoj drugoj osobi 56% 18% 6% 13% 7% 75% 3,3

Povorka ponosa je protest protiv nejednakosti
i kršenja ljudskih prava LGBTI osoba 15% 19% 11% 40% 16% 34% 2,1

LGBTI osobe su bolesne 24% 15% 8% 38% 14% 39% 2,3

Prihvatljivo je da se mladić i 
djevojka ljube na javnom mjestu 25% 27% 14% 29% 5% 53% 2,5

Povorkom ponosa LGBTI osobe
samo provociraju ostale građane/ke 38% 25% 11% 17% 9% 63% 2,9

LGBTI osobe trebaju imati jednaka prava 
i mogućnosti kao svi drugi članovi bh. društva 39% 23% 8% 19% 11% 62% 2,9

Prihvatljivo je da osoba 
prilagodi/promjeni svoj spol 15% 18% 11% 43% 12% 33% 2,1

top2 prosjek

Prihvatljivo je da se dve 
djevojke ljube na javnom mjestu 7% 11% 14% 63% 17% 1,6

Prihvatljivo je da se dva 
mladića ljube na javnom mjestu 5% 10% 69%11% 15% 1,5

10% 19% 16% 45% 11% 29% 1,9
Prihvatljivo je da se osoba oblači/ponaša

/govori kao osoba suprotnog spola

6%

5%
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Likewise, when they expressed agreement with the statements offered (Likert-type scale, 1 to 4), the 
answers followed the ratio of positive, negative and neutral distributions.

In summary, if we take the answers of full agreement and partial agreement, 74% of respondents 
agree with the statements that LGBTI people should be treated like any other person, and 62% of them 
believe that LGBTI people should have equal rights and opportunities like all other citizens of BiH.

I agree I partially 
agree

I partially 
disagree

I disagree I do not have 
an attitude

N = (1023)

LGBTI persons should be treated 
like any other person 56% 18% 6% 13% 7% 75% 3,3

Pride march is a protest against inequality and 
violations of human rights of LGBTI people 15% 19% 11% 40% 16% 34% 2,1

LGBTI people are sick 24% 15% 8% 38% 14% 39% 2,3

It is acceptable for a young man and 
a young woman kiss in public 25% 27% 14% 29% 5% 53% 2,5

LGBTI people only provoke other 
citizens with the pride march 38% 25% 11% 17% 9% 63% 2,9

LGBTI persons should have equal rights and 
opportunities like all other members of BiH society 39% 23% 8% 19% 11% 62% 2,9

It is acceptable for a person to 
have gender reassignment 15% 18% 11% 43% 12% 33% 2,1

top2 average

It is acceptable for two young 
women to kiss in public 7% 11% 14% 63% 17% 1,6

It is acceptable for two young 
men to kiss in public 5% 10% 69%11% 15% 1,5

10% 19% 16% 45% 11% 29% 1,9
It is acceptable that a person dresses/behaves/

speaks as someone of the opposite sex

6%

5%

3%

4%

1%

1%

1%

1%

1%

2%

2%

1%

0,4%

3%

4%

1%

1%

1%

1%

1%

2%

2%

1%

0,4%

5%

4%

5%

4%

People like everyone else, I have no prejudice or problem with that

Against any form of promotion of the LGBTI population and their rights

A minority, their basic rights are denied, and they need to fight for them

Different from me

I do not know/I have not thought about it

I do not want to answer

Other

A completely positive attitude, people who are close to me, friends, someone I socialize with

A socially unacceptable phenomenon

A way to achieve some hidden agenda

LGBTI, homosexuals, lesbians

Threatening traditional values, bad influence on children, family

No answer



Vidljivo je da i u otvorenim odgovorima i ponuđenim tvrdnjama prevladavaju neutralni i pozitivni 
stavovi, dok su negativni stavovi rezervisani za javno ispoljavanje seksualne orentace (javno 
ispoljavanje nježnosti) i rodnog identiteta (oblačenje i govorenje), za većinu javnih manifestaca 
seksualnosti i roda te proteste (povorka ponosa). 

3.2.3. Odnos između roditelja i djece

 

 
Jako mali postotak populace navodi da bi prekinuo svaki kontakt sa djetetom ili ga fizički kaznio. 

S druge strane, 25% njih prihvatilo bi svoje dete i nastavilo imati uobičajen odnos s njim, a 10,7% 
pružilo bi djetetu potpunu podršku, što znači da bi 35,7% ispitanika/ca u potpunosti prihvatilo i 
podržalo svoje dete. 

Prema prethodnom nalazu, koji ukazuje da su ispitanici/e najmanje skloni/e prihvatanju LGBTI 
identiteta vlastite djece, očekivano je da bi inicalne reakce na autovanje vlastite djece bile 
uglavnom negativne. Međutim, većina reakca bili bi nenasilna uvjeravanja i razgovori, te bi 53% njih 
pokušalo uvjeriti dete da je to pogrešno. 

Ako biste saznali da Vam je dete LGBTI osoba, kako biste najpre reagovali? 

N
 =

 (1
02

3)

Fizički bih ga/ju kaznio (18) 

Pružio/la bih djetetu potpunu podršku  (109) 

Prihvatio/la bih tu činjenicu i nastavio/la bih odnos sa djetetom kao
i do tada  (255) 

Zadržao/la bih kontakt, ali bih se udaljio/la  (12) 

Prihvatio/la bih to, ali bih se trudio/la da to ostane unutar porodice  (63) 

Razgovarao/la bih sa djetetom o tome i pokušao/la da dete uvjerim
da je to pogrešno  (539) 

Prekinuo/la bih kontakt sa njim/njom, izbacio/la bih ga/je iz kuće  (27) 

1,8% 2,6%

52,7%

6,1%
1,2%

25,0%

10,7%
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Uzmu li se u obzir rezultati regionalnog istraživanja iz 2015,  gdje bi samo 8% ispitanika/ca iz BiH 
podržalo svoje dete, i regionalnog istraživanja iz 2023,²¹ gdje bi to učinilo 22% ispitanika/ca, podaci iz 
ovog istraživanja ukazuju na pozitivan trend prihvatanja LGBTI osoba unutar najbliže porodice. 

S obzirom na to da istraživanje iz 2015.²² ukazuje da bi 44% ispitanika/ca iz BiH pomoglo djetetu da se 
izleči, te da u regionalnom istraživanju iz 2023.²³ taj postotak iznosi 53% ispitanika/ca, a da bi prema 
ovom istraživanju 52,7% ispitanika/ca razgovaralo s djetetom s namjerom da ga uvjeri da je biti LGBTI 
osoba pogrešno, vidimo da postoji opasnost da, iz neznanja, straha i nerazumevanja, roditelji LGBTI 
djecu mogu usmjeriti u negativne obrasce potiskivanja i skrivanja vlastite seksualne orentace, 
rodnog identiteta i spolnih karakteristika, što može rezultirati poteškoćama po njihovo mentalno 
zdravlje, izolacom ili u ekstremnim slučajevima odlučivanjem za neke od štetnih oblika pokušaja 
promjene vlastitog identiteta, kao što je konverzivna terapa. 
 

²¹Amarildo Fecanji. 2023. Attitudes towards LGBTIQ+ People in the Western Balkans. Analytical Report of Public Opinion Poll. ERA - LGBTI Equal Rights 
Association for the Western Balkans and Turkey.

²²NDI public opinion poll in the Balkans on LGBTI communities, (2015, NDI)

20
"NDI Public Opinion Poll in the Balkans on LGBTI Communities." Ndi.Org. October 28, 2015. https://www.slideshare.net/NDIdemocracy/ndi-public-

opinion-poll-in-the-balkans-on-lgbti-communities.

²³Amarildo Fecanji. 2023. Attitudes towards LGBTIQ+ People in the Western Balkans. Analytical Report of Public Opinion Poll. ERA - LGBTI Equal Rights 
Association for the Western Balkans and Turkey.
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We see that both in the open answers and offered statements, neutral and positive attitudes prevail, 
while negative attitudes are reserved for public display of sexual orientation (public expression of 
tenderness) and gender identity (clothing and speaking), for most public manifestations of sexuality 
and gender, and for protests (pride march).

3.2.3. Parent-Child Relationship
Given the previous finding, which indicates that the respondents are the least inclined to accept the 
LGBTI identity of their own children, one could expect that the initial reactions to their own children 
coming out would be mostly negative. However, the majority of reactions refers to non-violent 
persuasion and conversations, while 53% of them would try to convince the child that it is wrong.

On the other hand, 25% of respondents would accept their child and continue to have a normal 
relationship with them, and 10.7% would give the child full support, which means that 35.7% of 
respondents would fully accept and support their child.

A very small percentage of the population states that they would end all contact with the child or 
punish him/her physically.

If you found out that your child is an LGBTI person, what would be your first reaction?

N
 =

 (1
02

3)

I would physically punish him/her (18) 

I would give the child full support  (109) 

I would accept that fact and continue the relationship with the
child as before  (255) 

I would stay in contact, but would distance myself  (12) 

I would accept it, but I would try to keep it within the family  (63) 

I would talk to the child about it and try to convince the child that 
it is wrong  (539) 

I would end contact with him/her, throw him/her out of the house  (27) 

1,8% 2,6%

52,7%

6,1%
1,2%

25,0%

10,7%
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When we look at the results of the regional survey from 2015,  where only 8% of respondents from BiH 
would support their child, and the regional survey from 2023,²¹ where 22% of respondents would do so, 
the data from this survey indicate a positive trend acceptance of LGBTI persons within the closest 
family.

Considering that the research from 2015²² indicates that 44% of respondents from BiH would help the 
child get treatment, that in the regional survey from 2023²³ that percentage is 53%, and that in this 
research, 52.7 % of respondents would talk to their children with the intention of convincing them that 
being an LGBTI person is wrong, we recognize the danger that, out of ignorance, fear and 
misunderstanding, parents can direct LGBTI children into negative patterns of suppressing and hiding 
their own sexual orientation, gender identity and sex characteristics, which can result in di�culties for 
their mental health, isolation or, in more extreme cases, deciding on some of the more harmful forms of 
20

“NDI Public Opinion Poll in the Balkans on LGBTI Communities.” Ndi.Org. October 28, 2015. https://www.slideshare.net/NDIdemocracy/ndi-public-
opinion-poll-in-the-balkans-on-lgbti-communities.

²¹Fecanji, Amarildo. 2023. Attitudes towards LGBTIQ+ People in the Western Balkans. Analytical Report of Public Opinion Poll. ERA - LGBTI Equal Rights 
Association for the Western Balkans and Turkey.

²²NDI public opinion poll in the Balkans on LGBTI communities, (2015, NDI)

²³Fecanji, Amarildo. 2023. Attitudes towards LGBTIQ+ People in the Western Balkans. Analytical Report of Public Opinion Poll. ERA - LGBTI Equal Rights 
Association for the Western Balkans and Turkey.
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Kada je u pitanju izloženost djece LGBTI temama kroz obrazovni sistem, većina ispitanika/ca ima 
pozitivan (46,4%) ili neodlučan (15,6%) stav. Mada medski i javni narativi ukazuju da se pitanje 
obrazovanja i izlaganja djece LGBTI temama u školama neretko percipira kao “indoktrinaca” i nailazi 
na žestoke reakce roditelja, ovo istraživanje ukazuje da ipak dolazi do relaksace stavova o 
informisanju djece o LGBTI temama u akademskim uvjetima.

Naime, odgovori poput: "Razgovarao/la bih sa djetetom o tome i pokušao/la da dete uvjerim da je to 
pogrešno", mogu ukazivati na želju roditelja da promene LGBTI identitet svog djeteta putem 
argumentace ili uvjeravanja. Ovakva reakca može se povezati s konverzivnom terapom, koja često 
koristi psihološke ili duhovne metode kako bi "izlečila" LGBTI osobu. 
 
U kontekstu najekstremnih oblika reagovanja na LGBTI identitet vlastite djece, regionalna 
istraživanja iz 2015.²⁴ i 2023.²⁵ ukazuju da bi 9% ispitanika/ca iz BiH vlastito dete fizički kaznilo ili u 
potpunosti prekinulo odnos s njim. Međutim, ovo istraživanje daje pozitivnu sliku pomaka odnosa bh. 
društva prema LGBTI osobama, te ovaj postotak svodi na svega 4,4% ispitanika/ca, od čega bi 2,6% 
njih prekinulo odnos s djetetom, a 1,8% reagovalo fizičkim nasiljem. 
 

²⁴NDI public opinion poll in the Balkans on LGBTI communities, (2015, NDI)

²⁵Amarildo Fecanji. 2023. Attitudes towards LGBTIQ+ People in the Western Balkans. Analytical Report of Public Opinion Poll. ERA - LGBTI Equal Rights 
Association for the Western Balkans and Turkey.

Da li bi Vam smetalo da Vaše dete u školi prisustvuje predavanjima u kojima se govori 
o LGBTI osobama sa naučnog, društvenog, kulturnog aspekta? 

Da, smetalo bi mi (390) 

Ne, ne bi mi smetalo (474) 

Ne znam (159) 
N = (1023)

38,1%

46,4%

15,6%

Analiza uzorka ukazuje da na stavove prema LGBTI temama u obrazovanju utiču spol, rod, dob i stepen 
obrazovanja. Tako su žene srednjih i starih godina, visokog obrazovanja sklone stavu da im ne bi 
smetalo da njihova djeca prisustvuju predavanjima u školi koja su povezana sa LGBTI temama u 
odnosu na ostale segmente društva. 

3.2.4. Nasilje nad LGBTI osobama 
Premda prethodni rezultati pokazuju da nismo dostigli nultu tolerancu prema nasilju nad LGBTI 
osobama u bh. društvu, većina ispitanika/ca iskazuje spremnost da pomogne, bilo da je to bez obzira 
na vlastiti rizik, uz određenu opreznost ili pozivanje police. Kada bi svjedočili nasilju nad LGBTI 
osobom, 64,3% ispitanika/ca bi aktivno poduzelo nešto – pozvali policu ili sami pomogli toj 
osobi/osobama bez obzira na potencalni rizik. Dodatnih 19,1% također bi se odlučilo da pomogne 
samo ako bi znalo da njihova vlastita sigurnost ne bi bila ugrožena, što ukazuje na određenu opreznu 
balansiranost između pomoći i vlastite sigurnosti. 

17

trying to change their identity, such as conversion therapy.

With regard to children's exposure to LGBTI topics in the educational system, the majority of respondents 
have a positive (46.4%) or undecided (15.6%) attitude. Although media and public narratives indicate that 
the issue of education and exposure of children to LGBTI topics in schools is often perceived as 
“indoctrination” and is met with fierce reactions from parents, this research indicates an emergence of 
more relaxed attitudes on informing children about LGBTI topics in academic settings.

Namely, answers like “I would talk to the child about it and try to convince the child that it is wrong” may 
indicate the parents' desire to change their child's LGBTI identity through arguments or persuasion. Such 
reaction can be associated with conversion therapy, which often applies psychological or spiritual 
methods to “heal” the LGBTI person.

As for the most extreme forms of reaction to the LGBTI identity of one's own children, regional surveys 
from 2015²⁴ and 2023²⁵ indicate that 9% of respondents from BiH would physically punish their own child 
or completely end the relationship with them. This research, however, portrays a more positive picture of 
the shift in BiH society's attitude towards LGBTI people, with this percentage reduced to only 4.4% of 
respondents, of which 2.6% would end the relationship with their child, and 1.8% would react with 
physical violence.

²⁵Fecanji, Amarildo. 2023. Attitudes towards LGBTIQ+ People in the Western Balkans. Analytical Report of Public Opinion Poll. ERA - LGBTI Equal Rights 
Association for the Western Balkans and Turkey.

²⁴NDI public opinion poll in the Balkans on LGBTI communities, (2015, NDI)

Would it bother you if your child attends classes at school that talk about LGBTI people 
from a scientific, social, and cultural perspective?

Yes, it would bother me (390) 

No, it would not bother me (474) 

I do not know (159) 
N = (1023)

38,1%

46,4%

15,6%

Analysis of the sample indicates that attitudes towards LGBTI topics in education are influenced by 
sex, gender, age and level of education; middle-aged and older women with higher education are more 
inclined to the attitude that they would not mind if their children attend lectures at school that are 
related to LGBTI topics, compared to other society categories.

3.2.4. Violence against LGBTI People 
Although the previous results indicate that we have not reached zero tolerance towards violence 
against LGBTI people in BiH society, the majority of respondents express their willingness to help, 
regardless of their own risk, with a certain caution or calling the police. If they witnessed violence 
against an LGBTI person, 64.3% of respondents would actively intervene – call the police or help the 
person(s) themselves, regardless of the potential risk. An additional 19.1% would decide to help only if 
they knew that their own safety would not be threatened, indicating careful balancing between helping 
others and their own safety. 
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Međutim, postoje i ljudi koji iskazuju nedostatak empate ili imaju čak i negativne stavove prema 
žrtvama nasilja, pa je 8,1% onih koji ne bi odlučili da pomognu jer vjeruju da ih se to ne tiče ili misle da 
LGBTI osobe to zaslužuju. Među tom populacom je nešto više mladih osoba (18-29), nastanjenih u 
ruralnim područjima sa visokim stepenom religioznosti.
 

Ako biste svjedočili nasilju nad LGBTI osobom, šta biste uradili? 

N
 =

 (1
02

3)

83,4%

Pomogao/la bih toj osobi bez obzira na 
sopstveni rizik 31,4% (321) 

Pomogao/la bih joj, ali samo ako ne bi bila
ugrožena moja sigurnost 19,1% (195)

Pozvao/la bih policu 32,9% (337)

Ništa ne bih uradio/la jer me se to ne tiče 4,6% (47)

Ne bih reagovao/la jer to i zaslužuju 3,5% (36)

Nešto drugo 1,6% (16)

Ne znam 7,0% (71)
8,1%

3.3. Mišljenja i stavovi prema ljudskim pravima LGBTI osoba 

Nalazi ovog istraživanja u velikoj mjeri potcrtavaju neophodnost produbljivanja društvenih diskusa te 
ciljanog informisanja javnosti o specifičnostima položaja i poštivanja ljudskih prava LGBTI osoba u 
BiH. Naime, iako 91,5% ispitanika/ca poznaje značenje termina LGBTI, samo 21,4% njih tvrdi da je 
upoznato s pravima LGBTI osoba, a 48,3% ih tvrdi da su donekle upoznati s ovom tematikom. Ova 
razlika u nalazima upućuje da, iako su upratili sadržaje o LGBTI osobama u javnosti, ispitanici/e nisu do 
te mjere bili izloženi sadržajima koji tematiziraju njihova ljudska prava. Pozitivno je da samo 20,4% 
ispitanika/ca nema nikakvo znanje o ljudskim pravima LGBTI osoba u BiH. 

U kojoj mjeri ste uopće upoznati sa pravima LGBTI osoba? 

Prema Vašem mišljenju, u kojoj mjeri se danas u BiH poštuju prava LGBTI osoba? 

N = (1023)

N = (1023)

Uopće nisam
upoznat/a 

Donekle sam 
upoznat/a 

Upoznat/a sam Veoma sam upoznat/a Ne znam 

Ne poštuju se 
uopće 

Uglavnom se 
ne poštuju 

Uglavnom se 
poštuju 

Poštuju se 
u potpunosti 

Ne znam/nemam 
stav 

20,4% 48,3% 16,9% 4,5% 9,9%

12,6% 33,7% 20,4% 5,5% 27,8%
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However, there are also people who show a lack of empathy or even have negative attitudes towards 
victims of violence, such as 8,1% of those who would not help because they believe that it does not 
concern them or they think that LGBTI people deserve it. Among this population, there are slightly more 
young people (18-29), living in rural areas with a high degree of religiosity.

If you witnessed violence against an LGBTI person, what would you do?

N
 =

 (1
02

3)

83,4%

I would help that person regardless of my own 
risk 31,4% (321) 

I would help the person, but only if my safety 
was not at risk 19,1% (195)

I would call the police 32,9% (337)

I would not do anything because it does not 
concern me 4,6% (47)

I would not react because they 
deserve it 3,5% (36)

Other  1,6% (16)

I do not know  7,0% (71)
8,1%

3.3. Opinions and Attitudes towards the Human Rights 
of LGBTI People

The findings of this research underline to a large extent the necessity of deepening social discussions 
and targeting information to the public about the specifics of the position and respect for the human 
rights of LGBTI people in BiH. Namely, although 91.5% of respondents know the meaning of the term 
LGBTI, only 21.4% of them claim to be familiar with the rights of LGBTI persons, and 48.3% claim to be 
somewhat familiar with this topic. This difference in the findings indicates that, although they 
followed content about LGBTI people in public, the respondents are not as exposed to content that 
thematizes their human rights. It is positive that only 20.4% of respondents do not have any 
knowledge about the human rights of LGBTI people in BiH.

To what extent are you familiar with the rights of LGBTI persons?

In your opinion, to what extent are the rights of LGBTI people respected in Bosnia and 
Herzegovina?

N = (1023)

N = (1023)

I am not 
familiar at all

I am somewhat
familiar 

I am familiar I am very familiar I do not know

They are not
respected at all

They are mostly
not respected

They are mostly 
respected

They are fully
respected

I do not know/I do
not have an opinion 

20,4% 48,3% 16,9% 4,5% 9,9%

12,6% 33,7% 20,4% 5,5% 27,8%
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²⁷Amarildo Fecanji. 2023. Attitudes towards LGBTIQ+ People in the Western Balkans. Analytical Report of Public Opinion Poll. ERA - LGBTI Equal Rights 
Association for the Western Balkans and Turkey.

²⁶"NDI Public Opinion Poll in the Balkans on LGBTI Communities." Ndi.Org. October 28, 2015. https://www.slideshare.net/NDIdemocracy/ndi-public-
opinion-poll-in-the-balkans-on-lgbti-communities.

Odgovori ispitanika/ca na pitanje o nivou poštivanja ljudskih prava LGBTI osoba u BiH ukazuju na to da 
preko trećine ispitanika/ca ima svest o kršenjima prava LGBTI osoba, te da samo 5,5% ispitanika/ca 
smatra da se ova prava u potpunosti poštuju. Iako je 46,3% ispitanika/ca svjesno da se ljudska prava 
LGBTI osoba u BiH krše, zabrinjava što gotovo trećina njih (27,8%) ne zna ili nema stav o ovoj temi, što 
također ukazuje na neophodnost intenzivne komunikace i informisanja javnosti o ljudskim pravima 
LGBTI osoba u BiH. 

3.3.1. Pravno priznavanje istospolnih partnerstava 
U odnosu na rezultate regionalnog istraživanja iz 2015.²⁶ godine, prema kojem je samo 9% 
ispitanika/ca iz BiH podržavalo pravno regulisanje životnih zajednica parova istog spola, i regionalno 
istraživanje iz 2023.²⁷ i ovo istraživanje ukazuju na značajno povećanje stepena podrške, koji u oba 
istraživanja obuhvata oko 26% ispitanika/ca. 

 

Ovi postoci ukazuju na postojanje određenog dela društva u BiH koji podržava pravno priznavanje 
istospolnih partnerstava pred zakonom te na povećanje podrške s kontinuiranim radom, aktivističkim 
djelovanjem i informisanjem javnosti o neophodnosti regulisanja životnih zajednica parova istog 
spola. 

Većina ispitanika/ca, njih 53,4%, i dalje se protivi regulaci životnih zajednica parova istog spola, što 
ukazuje na značajan društveni otpor koji može biti posljedica nepoznavanja i neinformisanosti o 
ljudskim pravima LGBTI osoba, te konzervativnih društvenih uvjerenja koja su često prisutna u nekim 
delovima BiH. 

 

 
Dodatno, 21,1% ispitanika/ca se ne željelo izjasniti o stavu prema legalizaci istospolnih 
partnerstava, što može ukazivati na nesigurnost u vezi s ovim pitanjem te potvrđuje neophodnost 
dodatnog informisanja javnosti o ljudskim pravima LGBTI osoba, naročito istospolnim partnerstvima i 
njihovom pravnom aspektu. 

Da (261) 

Ne (546) 

Ne želim se izjasniti  (215) 
N = (1023)

Podržavate li legalizacu prava na istospolno partnerstvo? 

25,5%

53,4%

21,1%

Sumarno, BiH je zemlja koja ima raznoliku etničku i vjersku strukturu, te se često suočava s izazovima 
u harmonizaci različitih stavova i vrednosti. Stavovi o pravima LGBTI osoba često su usko povezani s 
tradicionalnim vrednostima i društvenim normama. Ovi podaci odražavaju potrebu za daljnjim 
dalogom i educiranjem kako bi se povećalo razumevanje ove teme i postigao napredak prema 
jednakim pravima za sve građane, bez obzira na seksualnu orentacu ili rodni identitet. 
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Respondents' answers to the question about the level of respect for the human rights of LGBTI persons 
in BiH indicate that over a third of them are aware of violations of the rights of LGBTI people, and that 
only 5.5% believe that these rights are fully respected. Although 46.3% of respondents are aware that 
the human rights of LGBTI persons in BiH are being violated, it is worrying that almost a third of them, 
27.8%, do not know or have no opinion on this topic, which also indicates the necessity of more 
intensive communication and informing the public about human rights of LGBTI people in BiH.

3.3.1. Legal Recognition of Same-Sex Partnership

Furthermore, 21.1% of respondents did not want to express their attitude towards the legalization of 
same-sex partnerships, which may indicate uncertainty regarding this issue, and which confirms the 
necessity of additional awareness raising on the human rights of LGBTI people, particularly on same-
sex partnerships and their legal aspect.

The majority of respondents, 53.4% of them, are still opposed to the regulation of same-sex 
partnerships, indicating significant social resistance that may be the result of ignorance and lack of 
information about the human rights of LGBTI people and of conservative social beliefs often present in 
some parts of BiH.

These percentages reveal that there is a part of society in BiH that supports the legal recognition of 
same-sex partnership, but also an increased support through continuous work, activism and 
awareness raising of the public about the necessity of regulating unions of same-sex couples.

Compared with the results of the 2015 regional survey,²⁶ according to which only 9% of respondents 
from BiH supported the legal recognition of same-sex partnership, both the regional survey from 
2023²⁷ and this survey show a significant increase in the level of support, in both cases amounting to 
about 26% of respondents.

Yes (261) 

No (546) 

I do not want to say  (215) 
N = (1023)

Do you support the legalization of the right to same-sex partnership?

25,5%

53,4%

21,1%

In summary, BiH is a country with a diverse ethnic and religious structure, and often faces challenges 
in harmonizing different attitudes and values. Attitudes about the rights of LGBTI people are often 
closely related to traditional values and social norms. These data reflect the need for further dialogue 
and education to increase understanding of this topic and achieve progress towards equal rights for 
all citizens, regardless of sexual orientation or gender identity.
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Ispitanici/e su pokazali veću informisanost o pojedinačnim ljudskim pravima LGBTI osoba kada su im 
ona predočena pojedinačno, što pokazuju nalazi tabele ispod.

3.3.2. Nivo podrške ljudskim pravima LGBTI osoba 

Prema Vašem mišljenju, koja prava nemaju LGBTI osobe u Bosni i Hercegovini? 

Pravo da zaključe istospolno partnerstvo/brak 

Pravo da usvajaju djecu 

Pravo na zaštitu od nasilja 

Pravo na zaštitu od govora mržnje 

Pravo na zaštitu od diskriminace 

Pravo na poštivanje privatnosti 

Pravo na slobodu okupljanja 

Pravo na adekvatnu zdravstvenu zaštitu 

Pravo da promene oznaku spola u skladu sa rodnim identitetom (transrodne osobe) 

58,1%

5,7%

17,7%

15,1%

22,8%

22,2%

20,6%

52,3%

27,5%

Imaju sva prava 19,0%

595

59

181

155

233

227

211

535

282

195

n %

Kada im je data mogućnost da se izjasne o tome koja prava LGBTI osobe u BiH trebaju ili ne trebaju 
imati, ispitanici/e su dali odgovore u skladu s vlastitim uvjerenjima i mišljenjima. Najveću podršku 
ispitanici/e su izrazili za pitanja zdravstvene skrbi, pri čemu 88% njih smatra da LGBTI osobe trebaju 
imati pravo na zdravstveno osiguranje; 81% ih smatra da LGBTI osobe trebaju imati pravo posjetiti 
svoje partnere/ice u bolnici kao najbliži članovi porodice, čak i u situacama kada to pravo obično 
pripada "najbližim članovima porodice". Iako ovi nalazi govore o manjem stepenu podrške istospolnim 
partnerstvima, ovaj postotak ukazuje na razumevanje i podršku za istospolna partnerstva. 

 

Kada su u pitanju pojedinačna prava koja bi istospolni parovi mogli ostvariti kroz životna partnerstva, 
stavovi ispitanika/ca su najviše polarizovani na pitanjima roditeljstva i starateljstva. Kada je reč o 
pravu na starateljstvo nad biološkim djetetom partnera/ice, polovina ispitanika/ca podržava, dok 
druga polovina ne podržava ovo pravo, što i dalje ukazuje na liberalne stavove i potencalnu veću 
podršku životnim zajednicama parova istog spola nego što to pokazuju inicalni nalazi. 
 

U kontekstu afirmativnih ekonomskih mjera prema bračnim i vanbračnim parovima, podrška je nešto 
niža, ali i dalje veća od polovine. Naime, 56% ispitanika/ca smatra da istospolni parovi trebaju imati 
pravo na razne poreske olakšice na osnovu partnerskog statusa. 

I u kontekstu imovinskih prava pokazuje se da prvobitna reakca nepodržavanja pravne regulace 
istospolnih partnerstava ipak ne toliko jednoobrazna. Naime, 2/3 ispitanika/ca (74%) smatra da 
LGBTI osobe trebaju imati pravo naslediti imovinu svojih partnera/ica nakon smrti, 2/3 ispitanika/ca 
(71%) također smatra da LGBTI osobe trebaju naslediti penzu svog partnera/ice nakon smrti, a 
trećina ispitanika/ca (70%) podržava i obavezu zakonskog izdržavanja partnera/ice. 
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Respondents showed greater awareness of the individual human rights of LGBTI persons when 
presented to them individually, as shown in the table below:

3.3.2. Level of Support for the Human Rights of LGBTI People 

In your opinion, what rights LGBTI people do not have in Bosnia and Herzegovina?

The right to enter into a same-sex partnership/marriage

The right to adopt children

The right to protection from violence

The right to protection against hate speech

The right to protection from discrimination

The right to privacy

The right to freedom of assembly

The right to adequate health care

The right to change their gender marker in accordance with their gender
identity (transgender people)

58,1%

5,7%

17,7%

15,1%

22,8%

22,2%

20,6%

52,3%

27,5%

They have all the rights 19,0%

595

59

181

155

233

227

211

535

282

195

n %

As for individual rights that same-sex couples could exercise through life partnerships, the views of 
respondents are most polarized on issues of parenting and guardianship.

When given the opportunity to state what rights LGBTI persons in Bosnia and Herzegovina should or 
should not have, the respondents answered in line with their own beliefs and opinions. Respondents 
expressed the greatest support for health care issues, with 88% believing that LGBTI people should 
have the right to health insurance; 81% believe that LGBTI people should have the right to visit their 
partners in the hospital as closest family members, even in situations where only the “closest family 
members” are entitled to this right. Although the above findings show a lower level of support for same-
sex partnership, this percentage here indicate understanding and support for same-sex partnerships.

With regard to property rights, it seems that the initial reaction of not supporting legal recognition of 
same-sex partnership is not so uniform after all. Namely, 2/3 of respondents (74%) believe that LGBTI 
people should have the right to inherit their partners' property after death, 2/3 of respondents (71%) 
also believe that LGBTI people should inherit their partner's pension after death, and 70% also support 
the obligation of legal support for the partner.

With respect to a�rmative economic measures towards married and cohabiting couples, the support 
is slightly lower, however, more than half, namely 56%, of respondents believe that same-sex couples 
should be entitled to various tax benefits based on partnership status.

The right to custody of the partner's biological child is supported by half of the respondents, while the 
other half do not support this right, which still indicates more liberal attitudes and potentially greater 
support for same-sex partnerships than the initial findings signal.
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Međutim, situaca se značajno menja kada je reč o pravu na usvajanje djece, gdje samo 26% 
ispitanika/ca smatra da LGBTI osobe trebaju imati mogućnost usvajanja djece bez roditeljskog 
staranja.

DA NE

Pravo na zdravstveno osiguranje 12%88%

Pravo na posjetu u bolnici koje inače imaju samo 
najbliži članovi porodice u nekim situacama 19%81%

Pravo da nasljeđuju imovinu svog partnera/partnerice
nakon njegove/njene smrti 26%74%

Pravo da nasljeđuju penzu svog partnera/partnerice
nakon njegove/njene smrti 29%71%

Obavezu da zakonski izdržavaju svog partnera/icu 30%70%

Prava na razne poreske olakšice poput mladih bračnih
partnera (kupovina prve nekretnine, dizanje kredita itd.) 44%56%

Pravo na starateljstvo nad biološkim djetetom svog partnera/ice 50%50%

Pravo da usvajaju djecu 74%26%

Prava koja LGBTI osobe trebaju/ne trebaju imati 

U poređenju s regionalnim istraživanjem javnog mnenja iz 2015.²⁸ godine, uočljiv je značajan porast 
podrške, naročito ekonomskim i imovinskim pravima istospolnih parova, gdje je 28% ispitanika/ca iz 
BiH podržavalo mogućnost nasljeđivanja penze, 28% nasljeđivanja imovine, 36% pravo na 
posjećivanje partnera/ice u bolnici, a 29% pravo na zdravstveno osiguranje preko partnera/ice. 
Međutim, podrška je vidljiva i u oblasti roditeljstva i starateljstva, gdje je 2015.²⁹ godine samo 9% 

30ispitanika/ca podržavalo pravo na usvajanje djece. Regionalno istraživanje iz 2023. godine  također 
ukazuje na pozitivan trend rasta podrške, gdje 59% ispitanika/ca iz BiH podržava mogućnost 
nasljeđivanja penze, 65% nasljeđivanja imovine, 76% pravo na posjećivanje partnera/ice u bolnici, a 
80% pravo na zdravstveno osiguranje preko partnera/ice, dok je 27% ispitanika/ca podržalo i pravo 
na usvajanje djece. 

Općenito, interpretaca ovih podataka ukazuje na mješavinu stavova, ali sa snažnom podrškom za 
većinu prava LGBTI osoba, uključujući zdravstveno osiguranje, posjete u bolnici, nasljeđivanje imovine 
i penze, te u određenoj mjeri za starateljstvo i usvajanje djece. 
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However, attitudes significantly change with respect to the right to adopt children, where only 26% of 
respondents believe that LGBTI people should be able to adopt children without parental care.

DA NE

The right to health insurance 12%88%

The right to visit one's partner in the hospital, otherwise 
reserved only for the closest family members in certain situations 19%81%

The right to inherit the property of their partner after his/her death 26%74%

The right to inherit their partner's pension after his/her death 29%71%

Legal obligation to support their partner 30%70%

Rights to various tax benefits such as those young married partners are 
entitled to (purchase of the first property, taking out a loan, etc.) 44%56%

The right to custody of the partner's biological child 50%50%

The right to adopt children 74%26%

Rights that LGBTI people should/should not have

In comparison to the regional public opinion survey 2015,²⁸ we note significant increase in support, 
especially for the economic and property rights of same-sex couples, as 28% of respondents from BiH 
supported the possibility of inheriting a pension, 28% of inheriting property, 36% of the right to visit 
partner in the hospital, and 29% the right to health insurance through the partner. Support is also 
evident in the area of parenting and guardianship; in 2015,²⁹ only 9% of respondents supported the 

30right to adopt children. The regional survey from 2023  also indicates a positive trend of growing 
support, where 59% of respondents from BiH supported the possibility of inheriting a pension, 65% of 
inheriting property, 76% of the right to visit their partner in the hospital, and 80% of the right to health 
insurance through partners, while 27% of respondents supported the right to adopt children.

Overall, the interpretation of these data indicates a mix of attitudes, but with strong support for most 
LGBTI rights, including health insurance, hospital visits, inheritance and pensions, and to some extent 
for custody and adoption of children.
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Ako uzmemo u obzir da instituce BiH, iako djeluju unutar sekularne države, razmatraju nivo društvene 
svesti i prihvaćenosti prilikom donošenja zakona i politika kada su u pitanju prava manjina, naročito 
LGBTI osoba, ovi postoci su ohrabrujući i mogu biti snažan poticaj entitetima da ozbiljne pristupe 
priznavanju istospolnih partnerstava kao obavezi koju imaju prema jurisprudenci Europskog suda za 
ljudska prava, te samim tim i prema Ustavu BiH. Neophodno je potcrtati da je pitanje regulisanja 
istospolnih partnerstava isključivo pravno pitanje u nadležnosti državnih instituca, na koje ne bi 
smjelo uticati javno mnenje, te da instituce imaju obavezu kako ispuniti svoje međunarodne 
obaveze u ovom pogledu tako i pružiti zaštitu i osigurati poštivanje zajednica života bh. građana/ki u 
istospolnim partnerstvima. Tako, spomenuti stavovi mogu biti potpora njihovom argumentovanju, ali 
nikako ne mogu biti iskorišteni kao razlog za izbjegavanje ispunjavanja zakonskih obaveza.

3.4. Percepca problema LGBTI zajednice 

Iako ispitanici/e pokazuju slabo shvatanje tematike ljudskih prava LGBTI osoba, pokazuju visok stepen 
percepce problema s kojima se LGBTI osobe susreću u BiH, a koji najčešće jesu posljedica 
nepoštivanja ili kršenja njihovih ljudskih prava. 
 
Tako, 28,4% ispitanika/ca svjesno je da su nasilje i diskriminaca među glavnim problemima LGBTI 
osoba u BiH, 17,8% ih smatra da je to nemogućnost sklapanja istospolnih partnerstava, a 13,4% da je 
problem što LGBTI osobe nemaju ista prava kao ostali građani/ke BiH. 

Većina ispitanika/ca smatra da je glavni problem LGBTI osoba u BiH taj što ih okolina ne razume i 
odbacuje – gotovo 40% njih smatra da je to jedan od tri glavna problema – dok ih 21,1% smatra da je 
problem i visok stepen homofobe u društvu, što ukazuje da su ispitanici/e svjesni neophodnosti rada 
na društvenoj svesti i inkluzi LGBTI osoba u BiH. 

Samo petina bh. građana smatra da LGBTI osobe u BiH nemaju nikakve probleme. 

 

 

Prema Vašem mišljenju, koja su tri glavna problema LGBTI osoba u BiH?

N = (1023)

To što ih okolina ne razume i odbacuje 39,2% (401)

Psihičko i fizičko zlostavljanje i 
generalno nasilje koje trpe 28,4% (291)

Visok stepen homofobe u društvu 21,1% (216)

To što im ne dozvoljeno da međusobno stupe
u brak/životno partnerstvo 17,8% (182)

Što nemaju ista prava kao i heteroseksualne osobe 13,4% (138)

Diskriminaca 28,4% (291)

Mislim da nemaju probleme 21,5% (220)

Nešto drugo 7,8% (80)

Ne znam 11,5% (117)
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Given that the institutions of BiH, despite the fact that they operate in a secular state, take into 
account the level of social awareness and acceptance when passing laws and policies relevant to the 
rights of minorities, especially LGBTI people, these percentages are encouraging and can be a strong 
incentive for the entities to take a more serious approach to recognition of same-sex partnership as 
an obligation they have according to the case law of the European Court of Human Rights and, thereby, 
according to the Constitution of BiH. We should underline that the regulation of same-sex partnership 
is a legal matter that exclusively falls under the competence of state institutions, which should not be 
influenced by public opinion, and that institutions have an obligation to fulfill their international 
obligations in this regard, and provide protection and ensure respect for same-sex partnerships of BH 
citizens. Therefore, the aforementioned attitudes may support their arguments, but may not be used 
as a reason to avoid fulfilling legal obligations.

3.4. Perception of the Problems of the LGBTI Community

Only a fifth of BiH citizens believe that LGBTI people in BiH do not have any problems.

The majority of respondents believe that the main problem of LGBTI people in Bosnia and Herzegovina is 
that the environment does not understand them and rejects them – almost 40% believe that this is one 
of the three main problems, while 21.1% believe that the high level of homophobia in society is a problem, 
which indicates that the respondents are aware of the necessity of working on social awareness and 
inclusion of LGBTI people in BiH.

Although the respondents show a poor understanding of the human rights of LGBTI people, they show a 
high level of perception of the problems faced by LGBTI people in BiH, which are most often the result of 
non-respect for or violation of their human rights.

Thus, 28.4% of respondents are aware that violence and discrimination are among the main problems of 
LGBTI people in BiH, 17.8% believe that it is the impossibility of entering into same-sex partnerships, and 
13.4% believe that the problem is that LGBTI people do not have the same rights as other citizens of BiH.

In your opinion, what are the three main problems of LGBTI people in BiH:
N = (1023)

The fact that the environment does not 
understand them and rejects them 39,2% (401)

Psychological and physical abuse 
and general violence they suffer 28,4% (291)

High level of homophobia in society 21,1% (216)

The fact that they are not allowed to enter into 
marriage/partnership with each other 17,8% (182)

The fact that they do not have the same 
rights as heterosexual people 13,4% (138)

Discrimination 28,4% (291)

I do not think they have any problems 21,5% (220)

Other 7,8% (80)

I do not know 11,5% (117)
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prema homoseksualnosti i transrodnosti u Bosni i Hercegovini. Sarajevo: Fondaca CURE, Fondaca Heinrich Boell – Ured u BiH, Sarajevski otvoreni 
centar.

³¹Zlatiborka Popov-Momčinović. 2013. Ko smo mi da sudimo drugima? Ispitivanje javnog mnenja o stavovima

3.5. Stavovi prema transrodnim osobama  

 
U ovom istraživanju iz 2023. godine 43% osoba je izvestilo da je neprihvatljivo da osoba promeni 
spol, dok 15% njih podržava pravo na samoodređenje. Kada je reč o prihvatljivosti da se neko ponaša 
kao osoba suprotnog spola, brojke su nešto malo drugače. Njih 45% smatra da je takvo ponašanje 
neprihvatljivo, dok ih 10% podržava da se osoba ponaša kao osoba suprotnog spola. 

Istraživanje javnog mnenja iz 2013.³¹ godine koje je proveo Sarajevski otvoreni centar ispitivalo je 
stavove prema promjeni spola. Tako je 59,5% ispitanika/ca smatralo to potpuno neprihvatljivim, dok 
ih je 3,5% smatralo djelimično prihvatljivim. Primjetan dio (15,8%) je bio ravnodušan. Slični stavovi 
ispitanika/ca izraženi su i u odgovorima na pitanje o prihvatljivosti da se neko ponaša kao osoba 
suprotnog spola. 

Podaci iz 2023. godine, u kontekstu ostvarivanja prava transrodnih osoba, ilustriraju i stavove 
ispitanika/ca prema pravu transrodnih osoba da promene oznaku spola u svojim ličnim 
dokumentima na osnovu samoodređenja, bez obaveze operativne promjene spola. Podršku pravu na 
samoodređenje izrazilo je 20,7% ispitanika. Pretpostavka je da ova grupa vjeruje da svaka osoba ima 
pravo na vlastiti identitet i da transrodne osobe trebaju imati pravo da promene oznaku spola u 
svojim ličnim dokumentima na osnovu samoodređenja. Ipak, većina se protivi takvom pravu 
transrodnih osoba, njih oko 43,6%.
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3.5. Attitudes towards Transgender People

A 2013 public opinion survey³¹ conducted by Sarajevo Open Centre examined attitudes toward gender 
reassignment. 59.5% of respondents considered it completely unacceptable, while 3.5% considered 
it partially acceptable. A noticeable share (15.8%) was indifferent. Similar attitudes of respondents 
were expressed in the answers to the question about the acceptability of someone behaving as a 
person of the opposite sex.

In this 2023 survey, 43% of them reported that it was unacceptable for a person to change their sex, 
while 15% of them supported the right to self-determination. With respect to acceptability of someone 
behaving as a person of the opposite sex, the numbers are a little different. 45% of them believe that 
such behavior is unacceptable, while 10% support a person behaving like a person of the opposite sex.

In the context of the rights of transgender people, the data from 2023 also illustrate the respondents' 
attitudes towards the right of transgender people to change the gender marking in their personal 
documents on the basis of self-determination, without mandatory surgical gender reassignment. 
Support for the right to self-determination was expressed by 20.7% of respondents. The assumption is 
that this group believes that every person has the right to their own identity and that transgender 
people should have the right to change the gender marker on their identity documents based on self-
determination. However, the vast majority, about 43.6%, oppose such a right for transgender people.

N = (1023)

56% 18% 6% 13% 7% 75% 3,3

15% 19% 11% 40% 16% 34% 2,1

24% 15% 8% 38% 14% 39% 2,3

25% 27% 14% 29% 5% 53% 2,5

38% 25% 11% 17% 9% 63% 2,9

39% 23% 8% 19% 11% 62% 2,9

15% 18% 11% 43% 12% 33% 2,1

top2

7% 11% 14% 63% 17% 1,6

5% 10% 69%11% 15% 1,5

10% 19% 16% 45% 11% 29% 1,9

6%

5%

I agree I do not have 
an attitude

N = (1023)

LGBTI persons should be treated 
like any other person 56% 18% 6% 13% 7% 75% 3,3

15% 19% 11% 40% 16% 34% 2,1

24% 15% 8% 38% 14% 39% 2,3

25% 27% 14% 29% 5% 53% 2,5

38% 25% 11% 17% 9% 63% 2,9

39% 23% 8% 19% 11% 62% 2,9

It is acceptable for a person to 
have gender reassignment 15% 18% 11% 43% 12% 33% 2,1

top2

7% 11% 14% 63% 17% 1,6

5% 10% 69%11% 15% 1,5

10% 19% 16% 45% 11% 29% 1,9

6%

5%

LGBTI persons should have equal rights and 
opportunities like all other members of BiH society

LGBTI people only provoke other 
citizens with the pride march

It is acceptable for a young man and 
a young woman kiss in public

LGBTI people are sick

Pride march is a protest against inequality and 
violations of human rights of LGBTI people

It is acceptable that a person dresses/behaves/
speaks as someone of the opposite sex

It is acceptable for two young 
women to kiss in public

It is acceptable for two young 
men to kiss in public

I partially 
agree

I partially 
disagree

I disagree

average
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Da li smatrate da bi transrodne osobe (osobe kojima je na rođenju pripisan spol koji one 
kasne ne osjećaju kao svoj) trebale imati pravo na promjenu oznake spola u ličnim 
dokumentima na osnovu samoodređenja (bez operativne promjene spola)? 

Da (212) 

Ne (446) 

Ne znam  (365) 
N = (1023)

20,7%

43,6%

35,7%

Značajan broj ispitanika (oko 35,7%) ne bio siguran u svoj stav. I ovo kao i prethodni nalazi, posebno u 
oblasti ljudskih prava LGBTI osoba, može ukazivati na nedostatak informaca o ovom pitanju i 
neophodnost dodatnog informisanja javnosti i senzibilizace za pitanja transrodnosti i prava na 
samoodređenje. 

Kombinaca podrške, opozice i nesigurnosti pokazuje da se ljudi suočavaju s različitim moralnim, 
etičkim i društvenim dilemama pri donošenju stava o ovom pitanju. 

 

 
Stavovi ispitanika/ca u vezi s pitanjem troškova medicinske prilagodbe spola i njihovog pokrivanja iz 
javnog zdravstvenog osiguranja za transrodne osobe koje imaju zdravstveno osiguranje prikazani su u 
tabeli ispod.

Da li smatrate da troškovi medicinske prilagodbe spola trebaju biti pokriveni iz javnog 
zdravstvenog osiguranja za transrodne osobe koje imaju zdravstveno osiguranje? 

Da (176) 

Ne (627) 

Ne znam  (220) 
N = (1023)

17,2%

61,3%

21,5%

Većina ispitanika/ca, njih 61,3%, ne podržala ideju da javno zdravstveno osiguranje pokriva troškove 
medicinske prilagodbe spola za transrodne osobe koje imaju zdravstveno osiguranje. Kako je 
prethodno već sugerisano, ovi stavovi potencalno su rezultat neznanja i nedostatka informaca o 
tome šta obuhvata medicinska prilagodba spola, o kojim troškovima je reč te o potencalnom 
opterećenju koje bi njihovo pokrivanje imalo po budžete zavoda za zdravstveno osiguranje. 

U cjelini, ovi podaci ukazuju na prisutnost raznolikih stavova o pravu transrodnih osoba na promjenu 
oznake spola u ličnim dokumentima i regulisanju troškova medicinske prilagodbe spola. Ova pitanja su 
kompleksna i reflektuju duboka društvena, kulturna i lična uvjerenja, te stavovi ispitanika/ca iz BiH ne 
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Do you think that transgender people (people who were assigned a gender at birth that 
they later do not feel as their own) should have the right to change the gender marking 
in personal documents on the basis of self-determination (without surgical gender 
reassignment)?

Yes (212) 

No (446) 

I do not know (365) 
N = (1023)

20,7%

43,6%

35,7%

The attitudes of respondents regarding medical gender reassignment costs and their coverage by 
public health insurance for transgender people who have health insurance are shown in the table 
below.

A significant number of respondents (about 35.7%) were not sure of their position. This, as well as the 
previous findings, particularly relating to human rights of LGBTI people, may indicate a lack of 
information on this issue and the necessity of additional awareness raising and sensitizing for issues 
of transgender people and the right to self-determination.

The combination of support, opposition and uncertainty shows that people face different moral, 
ethical and social dilemmas when taking a stand on this issue.

Do you think that the costs of medical gender reassignment should be covered by public 
health insurance for transgender people who have health insurance?

Yes (176) 

No (627) 

I do not know  (220) 
N = (1023)

17,2%

61,3%

21,5%

The majority of respondents, 61.3% of them, do not support the idea that public health insurance 
covers the costs of medical gender reassignment for transgender people who have health insurance. 
As previously suggested, these attitudes are potentially the result of ignorance and lack of information 
about what medical gender reassignment includes, the costs involved, and the potential burden that 
covering them would have on the budget of the health insurance institute.

Overall, the data indicate the presence of diverse attitudes on the right of transgender people to 
change the gender marking in personal documents and the coverage of the costs of medical gender 
reassignment. The issues are complex and reflect deep social, cultural and personal beliefs, and the 
attitudes of respondents from BiH do not deviate from the current trends and turmoil globally and in 
the LGBTI community itself, around the transgender issues and providing support to transgender 
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prema homoseksualnosti i transrodnosti u Bosni i Hercegovini. Sarajevo: Fondaca CURE, Fondaca Heinrich Boell – Ured u BiH, Sarajevski otvoreni 
centar.

³³Zlatiborka Popov-Momčinović. 2013. Ko smo mi da sudimo drugima? Ispitivanje javnog mnenja o stavovima

³²"NDI Public Opinion Poll in the Balkans on LGBTI Communities." Ndi.Org. October 28, 2015. https://www.slideshare.net/NDIdemocracy/ndi-public-
opinion-poll-in-the-balkans-on-lgbti-communities.

³⁴Amarildo Fecanji. 2023. Attitudes towards LGBTIQ+ People in the Western Balkans. Analytical Report of Public Opinion Poll. ERA - LGBTI Equal Rights 
Association for the Western Balkans and Turkey.

odstupaju od trenutnih trendova i previranja koja se u svetu, i u samoj LGBTI zajednici, dešavaju oko 
pitanja transrodnosti i pružanja podrške transrodnim osobama. U ovoj oblasti, potencalno više nego 
u ostalim, neophodno je raditi na senzibilizaci, edukaci, dizanju svesti i mobiliziranju podrške 
transrodnim osobama, te zaštiti njihovih ljudskih prava i razbanju sveprisutnih negativnih trendova. 

3.6. Društveni uticaj na javno mnenje 

 

Na pitanje da li bi podržali organizovanje povorke ponosa u svojoj državi, 62% ispitanika iz BiH ipak je 
reklo da ne bi podržalo, dok je samo 10% njih u potpunosti podržalo povorku, što je u skladu s nalazima 
i iz ovog istraživanja, gdje je čak 65,1% ispitanika/ca izvestilo da uopće ne podržava povorku ponosa. 

 

Najukorjenjeni stavovi ispitanika/ca svih navedenih istraživanja svakako su oni koji se odnose na 
pitanje podrške povorci ponosa. Tako je u istraživanju iz 2015.³² godine samo 13% bh. ispitanika/ca 
podržalo organizovanje povorke ponosa u BiH, dok ih je 82% bilo izričito protiv. 

Ovi nalazi ne kose se pretjerano s nalazima istraživanja iz 2013.³³ godine na istu temu, gdje je 32,4% 
ispitanika/ca smatralo da povorkom ponosa LGBTI osobe provociraju ostale građane, dok je 32,7% 
ispitanika/ca imalo suprotan stav. Regionalno istraživanje iz 2023.³⁴ godine pokazuje da je 38% 
ispitanika/ca iz BiH istog stava, tj. da smatraju da je povorka ponosa oblik provokace građana/ki BiH. 
Međutim, ovo istraživanje je pokazalo da ipak 54% ispitanika/ca smatra da je povorka pokušaj LGBTI 
osoba da ukažu na svoj nejednak položaj u društvu, što ukazuje na povećanje svesti o povorci kao 
demokratskom alatu borbe za ljudska prava LGBTI osoba i na prisutan, iako još uvek simboličan, 
uticaj povorki ponosa na percepcu javnosti o njihovom održavanju. 

3.6.1. Podrška povorci ponosa 

N = (1023)

1,6%
Ne, ne podržavam

uopće povorku 
ponosa 
(666)

Da li javno podržavate povorku ponosa 
(dajete do znanja da podržavate 
povorku, dođete na povorku i sl.)? 

Ne želim 
se izjasniti

(136)

20%

Da, podržavam i
idem na povorku 

ponosa 
(17) 

65,1%

Da, podržavam, ali ne
javno i ne idem na 

povorku ponosa
(205)

13,3%

Da li ste imali nepratnosti zbog toga? 

Da (1) 

Ne (16) 

Ne želim se izjasniti   (0) 

N = (17)

93,8%

6,2%
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³²“NDI Public Opinion Poll in the Balkans on LGBTI Communities.” Ndi.Org. October 28, 2015. https://www.slideshare.net/NDIdemocracy/ndi-public-
opinion-poll-in-the-balkans-on-lgbti-communities.

³³Popov Momčinović, Zlatiborka. 2013. Ko smo mi da sudimo drugima? Ispitivanje javnog mnenja o stavovima prema homoseksualnosti i 
transrodnosti u Bosni i Hercegovini. Sarajevo: Fondaca CURE, Fondaca Heinrich Boell – Ured U BiH, Sarajevski otvoreni centar.

³⁴Fecanji, Amarildo. 2023. Attitudes towards LGBTIQ+ People in the Western Balkans. Analytical Report of Public Opinion Poll. ERA - LGBTI Equal Rights 
Association for the Western Balkans and Turkey.

people. In this area, potentially more than in others, it is necessary to work on sensitization, education, 
raising awareness and mobilizing support for transgender people, as well as protecting their human 
rights and breaking ubiquitous negative trends.

3.6. Social Influence on Public Opinion 

When asked whether they would support the organization of a pride march in their country, 62% of 
respondents from BiH still said that they would not, while only 10% of them fully supported the march, 
which is in line with the findings of this research, where as many as 65.1% of respondents reported that 
they do not support the pride march at all.

The most entrenched views of respondents of all the aforementioned studies are certainly those related 
to support for pride marches. The 2015³² survey reports only 13% of BiH respondents supporting a pride 
march in BiH, while 82% were expressly against it.

These findings do not overly conflicting with the findings of the research from 2013,³³ where the question 
of the perception of the pride march was asked, and 32.4% of respondents believed that LGBTI people 
provoked other citizens with the pride march, while 32.7% of respondents had an opposite view on this 
issue. The regional survey from 2023³⁴ shows that 38% of respondents from BiH share the same opinion, 
i.e., that they believe that the pride march is a form of provocation of the citizens of BiH; however, this 
survey showed that 54% of respondents still believe that the march is an attempt LGBTI people to bring 
attention to their unequal position in society, indicating an increase in awareness of the march as a 
democratic tool of the fight for the human rights of LGBTI people and the present, although still symbolic, 
influence of pride marches on the public's perception thereon.

3.6.1. Support the Pride March

N = (1023)

1,6%
No, I do not 
support the 

Pride March at all 
(666)

Do you publicly support the Pride March 
(express your support openly, join the 
Pride March, etc.)?

I do not 
want to say

(136)

20%

Yes, I do support 
and join 

the Pride March 
(17) 

65,1%

Yes, I do support 
it, but not publicly 

and I do not 
join the Pride March

(205)

13,3%

Did you experience any 
uncomfortable situations due to this?

Yes (1) 

No (16) 

I do not want to say (0) 

N = (17)

93,8%

6,2%
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Od 1,6% ispitanika/ca koji su izvestili da podržavaju povorku ponosa i idu na nju, 93,8% ih je potvrdilo 
da ne doživjelo nepratnosti zbog svoje odluke da podrži ovaj vid protesta.

Prema nalazima ovog istraživanja, 33,1% ispitanika/ca svjesno je cilja i namjene povorke ponosa kao 
protesta za ljudska prava LGBTI osoba i sredstva ukazivanja na njihove probleme. Međutim, 58% njih 
ne razume svrhu pokazivanja seksualne orentace, a 21,6% ih smatra da povorka bespotrebno 
stimuliše mržnju i nasilje. 

Šta mislite o održavanju povorke ponosa u BiH? 

N = (1023)

Povorka je vid javnog protesta kojim se ukazuje
na probleme i uskraćena prava LGBTI osoba 

15,1% (155)

Povorka je pravo na slobodno okupljanje
u vidu protestne šetnje 

18,0% (184)

Smatram nepotrebnim te 
povorke jer imaju sva prava 

Povorka je bespotrebno stimulisanje mržnje i nasilja 21,6% (221)

Ne mi jasno zašto moraju paradirati i svima
pokazivati svoju seksualnu orentacu 

58,0% (593)

14,6% (150)

Iako većina ispitanika/ca izražava negativan stav prema povorci ponosa, ne treba zanemariti njen 
transformativni potencal,³⁵ doprinos vidljivosti i podizanju svesti kakav malo koje druge aktivističke 
akce mogu postići. Dokaz tome zasigurno jeste kontinuirano održavanje Bosanskohercegovačke 
povorke ponosa, koja se iz godine u godinu odva uz sve manji obim mandatornih zaštitnih mjera, te 
samim tim i uz manje finanssko opterećenje po organizatore/ice, te sve više poprima obrise 
redovnog građanskog protesta.

Nalazi stavova ispitanika/ca u vezi s povorkom ponosa ne iznenađuju ni u kontekstu samog pitanja 
ovog vida slobodnog okupljanja, a ni u vezi s nalazima o generalnom poznavanju ljudskih prava LGBTI 
osoba. Dok neki vide povorku kao važan način za ukazivanje na nepravdu i prava LGBTI osoba, drugi su 
skeptični prema njenom značaju ili se suprotstavljaju njenom održavanju iz različitih razloga, 
uključujući strah od nasilja, zabrinutost za sigurnost ili nedostatak razumevanja. Ovi rezultati 
ukazuju na potrebu za nastavkom edukace, daloga i podizanjem svesti kako bi se smanjio nivo 
neprihvatanja i stigmatizace LGBTI osoba. 

³⁵AYOUB, PHILLIP M., DOUGLAS PAGE, and SAM WHITT. 2021. “Pride amid Prejudice: The Influence of LGBT Rights Activism in a Socially Conservative 
Society.” American Political Science Review 115 (2). Cambridge University Press: 467–85. doi:10.1017/S0003055420001082.

3.6.2. Medi i izvještavanje o LGBTI temama 
Kada su u pitanju medi i njihov način izvještavanja o LGBTI tematici, 25,9% ispitanika/ca smatra da 
medi izvještavaju neutralno i profesionalno, dok ih 17,8% smatra da pišu pozitivno i zagovarački o 
LGBTI pravima. Osim toga, 12,9% ispitanika/ca navodi da medi u BiH negativno i kritički izvještavaju o 
LGBTI temama, dok ih 13,6% smatra da izvještavaju senzacionalistički i netačno. 
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Of the 1.6% respondents who reported that they support and join the pride march, 93.8% confirmed 
that they did not experience any uncomfortable situations due to their decision to support this form of 
protest.

The findings of this research show that 33.1% of respondents are aware of the goal and purpose of the 
pride march as a protest for human rights of LGBTI people and a means of bringing attention to their 
problems; however, 58% do not understand the purpose of displaying sexual orientation, and 21.6% 
believe that the march needlessly stimulates hatred and violence.

What do you think about the Pride March in Bosnia and Herzegovina?
N = (1023)

The march is a form of public protest that brings attention
to the problems and denied rights of LGBTI people 15,1% (155)

The march is the right to free assembly
in the form of a protest walk 18,0% (184)

I consider these marches unnecessary, 
because they have all the rights

The march is a needless stimulation
of hatred and violence

21,6% (221)

I do not understand why they have to 
parade and show everyone their sexual orientation 58,0% (593)

14,6% (150)

The findings of the respondents' attitudes regarding the pride march are not surprising either in the 
context of this form of free assembly or with regard to the findings on the general knowledge of the 
human rights of LGBTI persons. While some see the March as an important way to point to the 
injustices and rights of LGBTI people, others are skeptical of its significance or oppose it for various 
reasons, including fear of violence, security concerns or lack of understanding. These results indicate 
the need for continued education, dialogue and awareness raising to reduce the level of non-
acceptance and stigmatization of LGBTI persons.

Although the majority of respondents express a negative attitude towards the pride march, its 
transformative potential,³⁵ contribution to visibility and awareness-raising, which few other activist 
actions can achieve, should not be ignored. Proof of this is certainly the continuity of the BiH pride 
march, which takes place from year to year with a decreasing scope of mandatory protective 
measures, and by that smaller financial burden on the organizers, and increasingly takes on the 
contours of a regular civil protest.

³⁵AYOUB, PHILLIP M., DOUGLAS PAGE, and SAM WHITT. 2021. “Pride amid Prejudice: The Influence of LGBT Rights Activism in a Socially Conservative 
Society.” American Political Science Review 115 (2). Cambridge University Press: 467–85. doi:10.1017/S0003055420001082.

3.6.2. The Media and Reporting on LGBTI Issues
With regard to the media and their reporting on LGBTI topics, 25.9% of respondents believe that the 
media report neutrally and professionally, while 17.8% believe that they write positively about and 
advocate for LGBTI rights. Furthermore, 12.9% of respondents state that the media in BiH report 
negatively and critically on LGBTI topics, while 13.6% think that they report in a sensationalist and 
inaccurate way.
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Zanimljivo je da je najveći postotak onih koji nemaju stav po ovom pitanju, odnosno onih ispitanika/ca 
koji ne znaju kako bi klasificirali medsko izvještavanje o LGBTI osobama, njih čak 29,7%. 

Prema Vašem mišljenju, kako medi u BiH pretežno pišu o LGBTI osobama i njihovoj 
pozici u društvu? 

N = (1023)

Informativno, neutralno i profesionalno 25,9% (265)

Pozitivno i zagovarački što se tiče LGBTI prava 17,8% (182)

Negativno i kritički prema pravima LGBTI osoba 

Senzacionalistički i netačno 13,6% (140)

Ne znam 29,7% (304)

12,9% (132)

Nakon što su godinama provođene interaktivne radionice i edukace za medske djelatnike/ce radi 
kontinuiranog obrazovanja u ovoj oblasti te pobuđivanja empate i razumevanja složenosti LGBTI 
tema, sljedeći korak mogao bi biti poticanje kolaborace između meda i civilnog sektora/LGBTI 
aktivista/kinja kako bi se duboko uronilo u složene slojeve LGBTI narativa i osiguralo potpune 
razumevanje izazova s kojima se zajednica suočava. Osim toga, uspostavljanje digitalnog 
repozitora omogućilo bi one stop shop koji bi medskim profesionalcima/kama pružio lako dostupne 
i pouzdane resurse za izvještavanje, istraživački rad i razvoj drugih stimulativnih medskih formata na 
ovu temu.

Nalazi istraživanja također ukazuju da će u narednom periodu uloga meda i saradnja s njima biti od 
presudnog značaja za unapređenje informisanosti javnosti i mobiliziranje podrške za pitanja ljudskih 
prava LGBTI osoba, koja je zbog nedostatka znanja i informaca trenutno polariziraju. 

U cilju poticanja većeg senzibiliteta u medskom izvještavanju o LGBTI temama unutar medskog 
pejzaža Bosne i Hercegovine, neophodno je da se uvedu inovativne stratege i pristupi usmjereni ka 
postizanju transformativnih promjena i stvaranju snažne saradnje. 

U kontekstu prethodnog dugogodišnjeg rada s medima, ohrabruje činjenica da 43,7% ispitanika/ca 
vidi profesionalnost i prepoznaje interes meda za izvještavanje o temama vezanim za LGBTI osobe i 
njihova ljudska prava. S obzirom na ostale nalaze istraživanja, vidljivo je da je od 2013. godine, s prvim 
mjerenjem, do 2023. godine napravljen veliki pomak na polju informisanja javnosti o LGBTI temama, u 
čemu su medi te rad s njima i napredak u kvaliteti izvještavanja nesumnjivo odigrali veliku ulogu. 

Neupitna je potreba za kontinuiranim edukacama, i to obogaćenim novim multimedalnim 
sadržajima i inovativnim pristupima poput storytellinga, gdje vješto deljenje ličnih priča i iskustava 
osigurava ljudsku dimenzu i poistovjećivanje s LGBTI osobama, njegujući time empatu i 
razumevanje. Da bi se osigurao kontinuitet u poboljšanju izvještavanja te njegovao odnos između 
meda i LGBTI publike, potrebno je iznaći mehanizam kontinuiranog prikupljanja povratnih 
informaca, tj. otvoriti dvosmjerni kanal komunikace između meda i zajednice, jačajući vezu 
odgovornosti i potičući neprekidan ciklus poboljšanja.

Dodatno, poticanje inkluze i diverziteta u redakcama, odnosno integrace LGBTI novinara/ki i 
urednika/ca te direktne intervence u uređivačku politiku meda može uneti autentičnost i 

 

27

It is interesting that the largest percentage (29.7%) are respondents who do not have an opinion on 
this issue, i.e., who do not know how to classify media reporting on LGBTI people.

In your opinion, what is the prevailing way the media in BiH report about LGBTI people 
and their position in society

N = (1023)

Informative, neutral and professional 25,9% (265)

Positive and advocating for LGBTI rights 17,8% (182)

Negative and critical towards the rights of LGBTI people

Sensationalist and inaccurate 13,6% (140)

I do not know 29,7% (304)

12,9% (132)

In the context of the previous long-term work with the media, the fact is encouraging that 43.7% of 
respondents see professionalism and recognize the media's interest in reporting on topics related to 
LGBTI people and their human rights. With regard to other research findings, it is evident that from 2013, 
when the first measurement was carried out, until 2023, there has been a big shift in the field of 
informing the public about LGBTI topics, in which the media, work with the media, and the progress in 
the quality of reporting undoubtedly played a big role.

The findings also indicate that the role of the media and cooperation with them will be of crucial 
importance in the coming period for improving the awareness of the public and mobilizing the support 
for human rights of LGBTI people which, due to lack of knowledge and information, are currently 
polarizing the BiH public.

There is an unquestionable need for continuous education, enriched, however, with new multimedia 
content and innovative approaches such as storytelling, where the skillful sharing of personal stories 
and experiences ensures a human dimension and identification with LGBTI people, thus fostering 
empathy and understanding. In order to ensure continuity in the improvement of reporting, and to 
nurture the relationship between the media and the LGBTI audience, it is necessary to find a mechanism 
for the continuous collection of feedback, i.e., to open a two-way channel of communication between 
the media and the community, strengthening the bond of responsibility and encouraging a continuous 
cycle of improvement.

In order to encourage greater sensitivity in reporting on LGBTI topics within the media landscape of 
Bosnia and Herzegovina, it is necessary to introduce innovative strategies and approaches aimed at 
achieving transformative changes and creating stronger cooperation.

After years of interactive workshops and trainings for media professionals for the purpose of 
continuous education and encouraging empathy and understanding of the complexity of LGBTI issues, 
the next step could be to encourage collaboration between the media and the civil society/LGBTI 
activists to delve deeply into the complex layers of the LGBTI narrative and ensure a fuller 
understanding of the challenges the community faces. In addition, the establishment of a digital 
repository would ensure a one-stop shop that would provide media professionals with easily accessible 
and reliable resources for reporting, research work, and the development of other stimulating media 
formats on this topic.
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unaprediti poštivanje profesionalnih standarda i same kvalitete meda kroz usmjeravanje narativa 
koji su uvažavajući, uravnoteženi i nepristrani. 

³⁶"Treslo se Sarajevo, rodila se povorka." povorkaponosa.ba. 12. septembar 2019. https://povorkaponosa.ba/2019/09/12/treslo-se-sarajevo-rodila-se-
povorka/.

³⁷"NDI Public Opinion Poll in the Balkans on LGBTI Communities." Ndi.Org. October 28, 2015. https://www.slideshare.net/NDIdemocracy/ndi-public-opinion-
poll-in-the-balkans-on-lgbti-communities.

3.6.3. Vjerske zajednice i odnos prema LGBTI osobama 

 

Da uloga i stav vjerskih zajednica igraju značajnu ulogu u prihvatanju ljudskih prava LGBTI osoba u BiH 
jasno je još od 2008. i prvog Queer Sarajevo Festivala, gdje je podrška vjerskih autoriteta postojećoj 
medskoj i političkoj hajci na festival doprinela atmosferi ksenofobe i zastrašivanja, koja je 
kulminirala napadom na posjetitelje/ke i organizatore/ice. I mimo medskih natpisa i javnih istupa 
vjerskih poglavara, u argumentaci kako komentara na internetu tako i parlamentarnih rasprava, 
religa i stavovi monoteističkih religa u BiH korišteni su kao razlozi za nepoštivanje i kršenje ljudskih 
prava LGBTI osoba. 
 
Međutim, da stavovi religskih zajednica itekako mogu doprineti smanjenju nasilja te toleranci i 
prihvatanju pokazala je prva Bosanskohercegovačka povorka ponosa. Pred samu povorku 2019. 
godine, predstavnici Islamske zajednice i Katoličke crkve u BiH, ponavljajući stav relige prema 
homoseksualnosti, naglasili su i to da su one također protiv nasilja. Pravoslavna crkva ostala je 
suzdržana, a Jevrejska zajednica je naglasila da je stvar pojedinca da li će na povorci sudjelovati ili ne 
jer je “jedno što kažu svete knjige, a drugo što život nosi”.³⁶ Ovakav neutralan stav i afirmativno 
djelovanje vjerskih zajednica doprineli su da se prva povorka ponosa održi bez incidenata, sa 
mjestimičnim kontraprotestima, bez atmosfere koja je vladala 2008. godine, te da BiH bude, pored 
Makedone, prva zemlja u regi u kojoj vjerske zajednice nisu podržavale huškačku homofobnu 
atmosferu pred prve povorke. 

Da je stav vjerskih zajednica značajan za stav građana/ki prema LGBTI osobama, pokazalo je i 
istraživanje iz 2015. godine,³⁷ u kojem je 57% ispitanika/ca potvrdilo da smatra da homoseksualnost 
ne normalna jer je njihove vjerske zajednice ne odobravaju. 
 
Podaci dobeni ovim istraživanjem također ukazuju na to da ispitanici/e i dalje naginju ka uvažavanju 
stavova vjerskih zajednica kada su u pitanju ljudska prava LGBTI osoba u BiH. Većina, 38,7% njih, 
smatra da se stavovi vjerskih zajednica trebaju uvažavati kada se donose i usvajaju zakoni i politike 
vezane za ljudska prava LGBTI osoba u BiH. Iako sličan postotak (32,4%) ispitanika/ca smatra upravo 
suprotno, jasno je da je uticaj vjerskih zajednica u oblasti ljudskih prava LGBTI osoba veoma jak te da 
one imaju mogućnost oblikovanja stavova i reakca građana/ki u BiH. 

Da li mislite da se stav vjerskih zajednica o pravima LGBTI osoba treba uvažavati kada 
se pišu i usvajaju zakoni i politike vezane za LGBTI osobe u BiH? 

Mislim da se vjerske zajednice trebaju pitati (396 ) 

Mislim da se vjerske zajednice ne trebaju pitati (332 ) 

Nemam stav (295) 
N = (1023)

28,9%
38,7%

32,4%
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³⁶“Treslo se Sarajevo, rodila se povorka.” povorkaponosa.ba. September 12, 2019. https://povorkaponosa.ba/2019/09/12/treslo-se-sarajevo-rodila-se-
povorka/.

³⁷“NDI Public Opinion Poll in the Balkans on LGBTI Communities.” Ndi.Org. October 28, 2015. https://www.slideshare.net/NDIdemocracy/ndi-public-opinion-
poll-in-the-balkans-on-lgbti-communities.

3.6.3. Religious Communities and Attitude towards LGBTI People 

A survey from 2015,³⁷ showed that the attitude of religious communities is important for the attitude of 
citizens towards LGBTI people, where 57% of respondents confirmed that they consider homosexuality 
not normal, because their religious communities do not approve of it.

The data obtained from this research also indicate that the respondents still tend to respect the views 
of religious communities about human rights of LGBTI people in BiH. The majority, 38.7% of them, 
believe that the views of religious communities should be respected when laws and policies related to 
the human rights of LGBTI persons in BiH are enacted and adopted. Although a similar percentage, 
32.4% of respondents, think exactly the opposite, it is clear that the influence of religious communities 
in the field of human rights of LGBTI people is very strong, and that they have the ability to shape the 
attitudes and reactions of citizens in BiH.

It has been clear that the role and attitude of religious communities play a significant role in the 
acceptance of the human rights of LGBTI people in BiH since 2008 and the first Queer Sarajevo Festival, 
where the support of religious authorities to the media and political storming on the festival contributed 
to the atmosphere of xenophobia and intimidation that culminated in attacks on the visitors and 
organizers. In addition to media headlines and public speeches of religious leaders, the arguments in 
both internet comments and parliamentary debates referred to religion and the views of monotheistic 
religions in BiH were used as reasons for disrespecting and violating the human rights of LGBTI persons.

However, the first BiH pride march showed that the attitudes of religious communities can significantly 
contribute to the reduction of violence, to tolerance and acceptance. Before the march in 2019, 
representatives of the Islamic Community and the Catholic Church in BiH, repeating the attitude of 
religion towards homosexuality, emphasized that these religions are also against violence; the Orthodox 
Church remained restrained, and the Jewish community emphasized that it is up to the individual 
whether to participate in the march or not because “what the holy books say is one thing, and what life 
brings is another”.³⁶ Such a neutral attitude and the a�rmative action of religious communities, 
contributed to the first pride march being held without incidents, with occasional counter-protests, 
without the atmosphere that prevailed in 2008, and for BiH to be, next to Macedonia, the first country in 
the region where religious communities did not support the inciting homophobic atmosphere before 
their first marches.

Do you think that the position of religious communities on the rights of LGBTI people 
should be taken into account when laws and policies related to LGBTI people in BiH are 
drafted and enacted?

I think religious communities should be taken into account (396 ) 

I do not think religious communities should be taken into account (332 ) 

I do not have an opinion (295) 
N = (1023)

28,9%
38,7%

32,4%



29

 
Ovakvi rezultati odražavaju prisutnu dinamiku u društvu Bosne i Hercegovine, gdje različiti stavovi o 
ulozi vjerskih zajednica u donošenju zakona i politika vezanih za LGBTI prava mogu uticati na 
društvene, zakonodavne i političke procese. Neumanjiva je važnost relige i vjerskih vrednosti u 
društvu, pogotovo bosanskohercegovačkom, te značaj koji ona ima u kontekstu poštivanja 
nacionalnih i etničkih identiteta, tradice i kulture. Poštivanje različitosti identiteta upravo je dodatni 
poticaj da se društvo pozabavi izazovima usklađivanja vjerskih učenja sa savremenim konceptima 
ljudskih prava i inkluzivnosti, te da se adresira potreba za dalogom i razumevanjem između 
različitih društvenih grupa.

Ipak, čak 28,9% ispitanika/ca nema čvrst stav o ovom pitanju, što ukazuje na potrebu informisanja o 
načinima pomirivanja vjerskih prava i sloboda te ljudskih prava i sloboda u sekularnom društvu kakvo 
BiH nastoji biti. 

 
Stavovi političkih stranaka prema ljudskim pravima LGBTI osoba, međutim, oblikovani su i 
percepcom političkih stranaka o broju glasača koje će njihova podrška LGBTI osobama potencalno 
odbiti ili privući. 
 
U tom kontekstu istraživanje iz 2015. godine³⁸ pokazalo je da bi podrška političke stranke LGBTI 
ljudskim pravima potencalno dovela do toga da 52% ispitanika/ca odustane od glasanja za tu 
stranku, dok bi samo 6% njih ovakva podrška potakla da za nju glasaju. Regionalno istraživanje iz 
2023.³⁹ pokazalo je promjenu svesti glasača te utvrdilo da bi podrška političke stranke LGBTI ljudskim 
pravima odbila 41% ispitanika/ca, dok bi njih 17% potakla da glasaju za tu stranku. 
 
Ovo istraživanje željelo je ispitati stavove glasača/ica o tome da li bi potencalna podrška LGBTI 
ljudskim pravima i njihovo uključivanje u svoj program doveli do toga da ne glasaju za stranku za koju 

Jednako kao i stavovi vjerskih zajednica, stavovi političkih stranaka, tačne njihovog rukovodstva i 
istaknutih članova/ica, značajno doprinose prihvatanju ili kršenjima ljudskih prava LGBTI osoba u BiH. 
Kao što je već spomenuto, atmosferi ksenofobe, huškanja i zastrašivanja koja je kulminirala 
napadom na organizatore/ice i posjetitelje/ke prvog Queer Sarajevo Festivala 2008. godine uveliko su 
doprinele izjave čelnika političkih stranaka aktivnih u Federaci BiH koji su pozivali na odbranu 
tradicionalnih vrednosti i morala.

Da uticaj političkih čelnika i dalje može dovesti do nasilnih reakca građana/ki, pokazuju i već 
spomenuti napadi na LGBTI zajednicu i aktiviste/kinje koji su se dogodili u Banjoj Luci u martu 2023. 
godine. Ti napadi su na vidjelo izneli nedostatak reakce i podrške instituca, te duboko ukorenjenu 
homofobu u javnoj i institucionalnoj sferi. Ovi napadi su usledili netom nakon izjava gradonačelnika 
Banje Luke protiv održavanja povorke ponosa, kao i homofobnih izjava predsjednika Republike Srpske, 
što je dodatno zaoštrilo atmosferu i stvorilo nepovoljne uvjete za djelovanje LGBTI aktivista/kinja.

Prisustvo čelnika političkih stranaka na svakoj dosadašnjoj povorci ponosa medi ne samo da su 
ispratili već su upravo to pretpostavljali i kao preduslov za njeno odvanje bez incidenata. 

3.6.4. Političke stranke i podrška LGBTI ljudskim pravima 

³⁸"NDI Public Opinion Poll in the Balkans on LGBTI Communities." Ndi.Org. October 28, 2015. https://www.slideshare.net/NDIdemocracy/ndi-public-opinion-
poll-in-the-balkans-on-lgbti-communities.

³⁹Amarildo Fecanji. 2023. Attitudes towards LGBTIQ+ People in the Western Balkans. Analytical Report of Public Opinion Poll. ERA - LGBTI Equal Rights 
Association for the Western Balkans and Turkey.
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However, as many as 28.9% of respondents do not have a firm position on this issue, which indicates 
the need to inform on ways of reconciling religious rights and freedoms and human rights and 
freedoms in a secular society, as BiH strives to be.

These findings reflect the current dynamics in the society of Bosnia and Herzegovina, where different 
views on the role of religious communities in the enactment of laws and policies related to LGBTI rights 
can influence social, legislative and political processes. The importance of religion and religious 
values in society, especially in Bosnia and Herzegovina, and the significance it has in the context of 
respect for national and ethnic identities, traditions and culture, is undeniable. Respecting the 
diversity of identities is precisely an additional incentive to tackle the challenges of harmonizing 
religious teachings with contemporary concepts of human rights and inclusiveness, and to address 
the need for dialogue and understanding between different social groups.

The attitudes of political parties towards the human rights of LGBTI people, however, are also shaped 
by the political parties' perception of the number of voters that their support for LGBTI persons will 
potentially hold off or attract.

The aforementioned attacks on the LGBTI community and activists that took place in Banja Luka in 
March 2023 show that the influence of political leaders can still lead to violent reactions from citizens. 
These attacks underlined the lack of response or support from institutions, highlighting deep-rooted 
homophobia in the public and institutional sphere. The attacks happened immediately after the 
statements of the mayor of Banja Luka against holding the pride march, as well as the homophobic 
statements of the president of the Republika Srpska, which further aggravated the atmosphere and 
created unfavorable conditions for the activities of LGBTI activists.

This research strived to examine the views of voters on whether the potential support of LGBTI human 
rights and their inclusion in their program would lead them not to vote for the party they normally vote 

The presence of the leaders of political parties at every pride march so far was not only covered by the 
media, but also assumed as a prerequisite for it to take place without an incident.

Like the views of religious communities, the views of political parties, more precisely their leadership 
and prominent members, significantly contribute to the acceptance or violations of the human rights 
of LGBTI people in BiH. As mentioned, the atmosphere of xenophobia, incitement and intimidation that 
culminated in the attack on the organizers and visitors of the first Queer Sarajevo Festival in 2008 was 
greatly fueled by statements of the leaders of political parties active in the Federation of BiH, who 
called for the defense of traditional values and morality.

In this context, the survey from 2015³⁸ showed that a political party's support for LGBTI human rights 
would potentially lead to 52% of respondents giving up voting for that party, while only 6% of them 
would be encouraged by such support to vote for it. The regional survey from 2023³⁹ showed a change 
in voter awareness, and found that 41% of respondents would reject the support of a political party for 
LGBTI human rights, while 17% would encourage them to vote for that party.

3.6.4. Political Parties and Support for LGBTI Human Rights

³⁸“NDI Public Opinion Poll in the Balkans on LGBTI Communities.” Ndi.Org. October 28, 2015. https://www.slideshare.net/NDIdemocracy/ndi-public-opinion-
poll-in-the-balkans-on-lgbti-communities.

³⁹Fecanji, Amarildo. 2023. Attitudes towards LGBTIQ+ People in the Western Balkans. Analytical Report of Public Opinion Poll. ERA - LGBTI Equal Rights 
Association for the Western Balkans and Turkey.



30

Ako bi politička stranka za koju Vi glasate uključila u svoj program i LGBTI prava, kako bi 
to uticalo na Vas?

N
 =

 (1
02

3)

42,5%

To bi još više učvrstilo moju odluku da
glasam za tu stranku 7,6% (78) 

Ništa se ne bi promenilo, i dalje bih 
glasao/la za tu stranku 34,9% (357)

Ne bih više glasao/la za tu stranku 28,5% (291)

Ne glasam, programi stranaka 
me ne zanimaju 29,0% (297)

28,5% 29,0%

Iako rezultati ukazuju na pozitivan pomak i prihvatanje neophodnosti opredjeljivanja političkih 
stranaka o LGBTI ljudskim pravima, neophodno je da i same stranke ulože dodatan napor da svojim 
glasačima/cama približe tematiku ljudskih prava LGBTI osoba te neophodnosti i mehanizama 
zastupanja raznolikih društvenih interesa u demokratskom društvu u cilju postizanja pravičneg i 
ravnopravneg društva za sve. 

 

Čak 29% ispitanika/ca navelo je da ne glasa, te da ih ne zanimaju programi stranaka, što ostavlja 
prostor za pitanje da li bi neki drugi vid podrške ljudskim pravima LGBTI osoba potencalno doveo do 
promjene njihovih stavova prema glasanju. 

3.6.5. Ključni akteri u borbi protiv homofobe u društvu

 

U sklopu samog istraživanja, a radi razumevanja uloge koju ispitanici/e dodjeljuju različitim 
društvenim akterima i institucama, dodatno su ispitani njihovi stavovi o tome koji akteri koji se bave 
ljudskim pravima, njihovom zaštitom i poštivanjem trebaju imati najvažnu ulogu u borbi protiv 
homofobe. 

Prema prethodnim nalazima koji su potcrtali značaj i učinak koji su konstantno informisanje i 
dostupnost relevantnih izvora imali na poznavanje pojma LGBTI, te s obzirom na visok nivo 
ispitanika/ca koji medsko izvještavanje vide kao profesionalno i pozitivno, ne čudi da je čak 26,7% 
ispitanika najvažnu ulogu dodelilo upravo medima. Na drugom mjestu (18,5%) nalaze se obrazovne 
instituce, što također možemo tumačiti u svjetlu prepoznavanja neophodnosti informisanja kroz 
prave i provjerljive izvore. Treće mjesto, uz oko 15% ispitanika/ca koji su se opredelili za ovaj odgovor, 
pripalo je Ministarstvu za ljudska prava, izbjeglice i raseljena lica BiH i nevladinim organizacama, dok 
je prema mišljenju 13% ispitanika/ca, dakle na četvrtom mjestu, to Instituca ombudsmena za ljudska 
prava BiH.

inače glasaju. U ovakvom slučaju čak 42,5% ispitanika/ca i dalje bi glasalo za istu stranku, dok bi njih 
28,5% ovakav potez ipak odbio. 
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If the political party you vote for were to include LGBTI rights in its program, how would 
that affect you?

N
 =

 (1
02

3)

42,5%

That would further strengthen my
decision to vote for that party 7,6% (78) 

Nothing would change, I would still
vote for that party 34,9% (357)

I would not vote for that party again 28,5% (291)

I do not vote; I am not interested
in party programs 29,0% (297)

28,5% 29,0%

As many as 29% of respondents stated that they do not vote, and that they are not interested in the 
programs of the parties, which leaves room for the question of whether some other form of support for 
the human rights of LGBTI persons would potentially lead to a change in their attitudes towards voting.

Although the findings indicate a positive shift and the acceptance of the necessity of political parties' 
stand on LGBTI human rights, it is necessary for the parties themselves to make an additional effort to 
bring the topic of human rights of LGBTI people closer to their voters, and the necessity and 
mechanisms for representing diverse social interests in a democratic society with the goal of 
achieving a more just and more equal society for all.

3.6.5. Key Stakeholders in Combating Homophobia in Society

According to the aforementioned findings, underlining the significance and impact that continuous 
information and the availability of relevant sources had on the knowledge of the term LGBTI, and the 
high number of respondents who see media coverage as professional and positive, it is not surprising 
that as many as 26.7% of respondents assigned the most important role award to the media. 18.5% of 
respondents put educational institutions in second place, which can also be interpreted in light of the 
recognition of the necessity of information through real and verifiable sources. About 15% of 
respondents placed the BiH Ministry of Human Rights and Refugees and non-governmental 
organizations in third place, while according to the opinion of 13% of respondents, the BiH Institution 
of the Human Rights Ombudsman is in fourth place.

As part of the research and for the purpose of understanding the role that respondents assign to 
different social actors and institutions, their views were examined as to which stakeholders dealing 
with human rights, their protection and respect should have the most important role in combating 
homophobia.

for. As many as 42.5% of respondents would still vote for the same party, while 28.5% would reject to 
do so.
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 Polica, tužilaštva i sudovi nisko su na listi ovih aktera, a pre njih ispitanici/e su kao najvažne aktere 
identifikovali i međunarodne organizace i političke parte. Čak 14,3% ispitanika/ca misli da se niko 
ne bori dovoljno protiv homofobe u društvu, a njih 18,4% smatra da nema potrebe da se instituce 
uopće bore protiv homofobe u društvu.

Koji akteri, prema Vašem mišljenju, imaju najvažnu ulogu u borbi protiv homofobe u 
društvu? 

Obrazovne instituce 18,5%189

Polica 5,3%55

Ombudsman za ljudska prava 13,1%134

Međunarodne organizace 11,0%113

Medi 26,7%273

Nevladine organizace 14,8%151

Ministarstvo za ljudska prava i manjine 14,9%152

Tužilaštva i sudovi 5,4%55Političke parte 7,1%72

Mislim da se niko ne bori dovoljno protiv homofobe u društvu 14,3%147

n %

Mislim da nema potrebe da se bilo kakva instituca bori protiv homofobe 18,4%189

Nešto drugo 2,0%21

Ne znam 13,0%133

Tačne, ispitanici/e su na prvih pet mjesta najvažnih aktera smjestili one če su prvenstvene uloge 
dizanje svesti, odgoj i obrazovanje, donošenje politika i preporuka te preventivno djelovanje na 
uzroke neprihvaćenosti i predrasuda prema LGBTI osobama u bh. društvu, što ukazuje na to da 
ispitanici/e ovog istraživanja kao način unapređenja položaja LGBTI osoba u BiH vide djelovanje na 
uzroke socalne distance i postojeće ksenofobe te stvaranje uslova za inkluzivne društvo za LGBTI 
osobe, a tek onda primjenu zakona u slučajevima nasilja i diskriminace.

 

Nalazi dobeni kroz odgovore na ovo pitanje upućuju na to da ispitanici/e borbu protiv 
homo/bi/trans/interfobe prvenstveno vide kao ulogu aktera koji imaju priliku i mogućnost djelovati 
na nivo svesti, informisanosti i znanja društva o LGBTI osobama u BiH. 
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The police, prosecutor's o�ces and courts are low on the list of stakeholders – the respondents 
identified international organizations and political parties as the most important stakeholders before 
them. As many as 14.3% of respondents think that no stakeholder is su�ciently combating 
homophobia in society, whereas 18.4% think that there is no need for institutions to combat 
homophobia in society at all.

Which stakeholders, in your opinion, have the most important role in combating 
homophobia in society?

Educational institutions 18,5%189

Police 5,3%55

Human Rights Ombudsman 13,1%134

International organizations 11,0%113

Media 26,7%273

Nongovernmental organizations 14,8%151

Ministry of Human Rights and Refugees 14,9%152

Tužilaštva i sudovi 5,4%55Prosecutor's o�ces and courts 5,4%55

Political parties 7,1%72

n %

I think that no stakeholder is su�ciently combating homophobia in society 14,3%147

Other 2,0%21

I do not know 13,0%133

The findings obtained through the answers to this question indicate that the respondents see the fight 
against homo/bi/trans/interphobia primarily as the role of stakeholders who have the opportunity and 
possibility to influence the level of awareness, information and knowledge of society about LGBTI 
people in Bosnia and Herzegovina.

More precisely, the respondents rated as top five most important stakeholders those whose primary 
role is awareness-raising, education, adoption of policies and recommendations, and preventive 
action on the causes of non-acceptance and prejudice towards LGBTI people in BiH society, which 
indicates that the respondents see a way to improve the position of LGBTI people in BiH by acting on 
the causes of social distance and xenophobia, and creating conditions for a more inclusive society for 
LGBTI, and applying the law only in cases of violence and discrimination.

Mislim da nema potrebe da se bilo kakva instituca bori protiv homofobe 18,4%189I think there is no need for any institution to combat homophobia 18,4%189
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4. Segmentiranje:
interpretaca 
dobenih podataka 
prema demografskim 
karakteristikama 
ispitanika/ca 
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4.Segmentation: 
Interpretation of Data 
According to the 
Demographic 
Characteristics of 
the Respondents 
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Kako bi se ostvario podrobni uvid u uzorak ovog istraživanja i pokušale iznaći specifičnosti u odnosu 
na razmišljanja ispitanika/ca i njihovu podršku prema LGBTI pravima, urađena je segmentaca 
uzorka. U obzir i analizu uzeto je nekoliko najvažnih pitanja/oblasti, a na kojima su primećeni najveći 
varabilitet odgovora i veća diskriminativnost među populacom, a koja se tiču:
 

lične ocjene prihvatljivosti LGBTI osoba u svom užem ili bližem okruženju;Ÿ

stavova o tome da li su LGBTI osobe bolesne ili ne.Ÿ

Na osnovu odgovora na ova pitanja te njihovom kombinacom formirale su se najpre podgrupe s 
obzirom na različite kategore odgovora, a potom i ukupni segmenti s obzirom na sličnost stavova i 
percepca. Tako, na osnovu lične ocjene prihvatljivosti LGBTI osoba u svom užem ili bližem okruženju, 
populaca je podeljena na tri kategore:

stavova prema javnom eksponiranju i ispoljavanju, povorci ponosa te percepci LGBTI osoba, u Ÿ
kontekstu prava i jednakosti;

ne slažu (potpuno ili donekle se ne slažu sa bilo kojim oblicima ispoljavanja);Ÿ

Na osnovu stava o tome da li su LGBTI osobe bolesne i da li ih treba lečiti, populaca je podeljena na 
tri kategore s obzirom na to da li smatraju da LGBTI osobe:

Kroz ovaj pristup identifikovano je ukupno pet segmenata ili grupa stavova unutar istraživanja. Ovi 
segmenti odražavaju raznolikost mišljenja unutar društva i pružaju dublji uvid u kompleksne stavove 
prema LGBTI tematici. 

prihvataju (potpuno ili donekle prihvataju LGBTI u svim odnosima). Ÿ

 

S obzirom na stavove prema javnom eksponiranju i ispoljavanju, paradi ponosa te percepci LGBTI 
osoba u kontekstu prava i jednakosti, populaca je podeljena na one koji se: 

niti, niti (različit nivo slaganja na pojedinim stavkama);Ÿ

 

nisu bolesne i ne trebaju lečenje;Ÿ

 

Predstavljena segmentaca uzorka ispitanika/ca i grupe kreirane na osnovu sličnih tendenca u 
odgovaranju ne služe kao zadata klasifikaca pojedinih društvenih grupa, već nude uvid u okolnosti i 
kontekst u kojem oni žive, djeluju i formiraju mišljenja i stavove. Samim tim, predstavljeni nalazi ne 
predstavljaju karakterizacu društvenih grupa već alat za interpretacu i lakše kreiranje 
informativnih kampanja i sadržaja kojima se svakoj od tih grupa mogu približiti LGBTI teme, u skladu s 
njihovim interesovanjima i htenjima.

SEGMENTI:  Anti LGBTI, Pasivno protiv LGBTI, Neutralni, Pasivno naklonjeni LGBTI i Pro LGBTI 

ne prihvataju (potpuno ili donekle ne prihvataju LGBTI u svim odnosima);Ÿ

slažu (potpuno ili donekle slaganje sa svim ili većinom ispoljavanja, eksponiranja, paradom i Ÿ
drugim stavkama).

niti, niti (različit nivo prihvatljivosti LGBTI s obzirom za moguće odnose);Ÿ

jesu bolesne i da trebaju lečenje;Ÿ

 

ne znaju, nemaju stav.Ÿ
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Based on the attitude about whether LGBTI people are sick and should be treated or not, the population 
is divided into 3 categories, those who think LGBTI people:

Based on the answers to these questions and their combination, subgroups were first formed with 
regard to different categories of answers, and then overall segments with regard to the similarity of 
attitudes and perceptions. Therefore, based on the personal views of acceptance of LGBTI people in 
their close or immediate environment, the population was divided into 3 categories: 

neither, nor (different level of agreement on individual aspects),Ÿ

To achieve a more detailed insight into the research sample and to try to find specifics in relation to 
their views and support for LGBTI rights, we performed a segmentation of the sample. Several of the 
most important questions/areas were taken into account and analyzed, and the greatest variability of 
answers and greater discrimination among the population was observed with respect to the following:

Attitudes about whether LGBTI people are sick or notŸ

neither, nor (different level of LGBTI acceptance, depending on possible relationships),Ÿ

 
Personal views of acceptance of LGBTI people in their close or immediate environmentŸ
Attitudes towards public display and expression, pride march, and the perception of LGBTI Ÿ
people, in the context of rights and equality

 
those who do not accept (fully or to an extent do not accept LGBTI in any relationship),Ÿ

those who accept (fully or to an extent accept LGBTI in all relationships).Ÿ
 
With regard to attitudes towards public display and expression, pride march, and the perception of 
LGBTI people, in the context of rights and equality, the population is divided into those who:

disagree (completely or somewhat disagree with any forms of display),Ÿ

agree (completely or somewhat agree with all or most of expression, display by the march and Ÿ
other aspects).

 

are sick and need treatment,Ÿ

A total of five segments or groups of attitudes were identified in the research through this approach. 
The segments reflect the diversity of opinion within society and provide a deeper insight into the 
complex attitudes towards LGBTI issues.

SEGMENTS:  Anti LGBTI, Passively against LGBTI, Neutral, Passively LGBTI-Friendly and Pro LGBTI 
 

are not sick and do not need treatment, andŸ

The presented segmentation of the respondent sample created on the basis of similar tendencies in 
answers do not serve as a classification of individual social groups, but rather offer an insight into the 
circumstances and context in which they live, act and form opinions and attitudes. Therefore, the 
presented findings are not a characterization of social groups, but a tool for interpretation and 
facilitation of information campaigns and content that can bring LGBTI topics closer to each of these 
groups, in accordance with their interests and pursuits.

those who do not know, who do not have an attitude.Ÿ
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ANTI LGBTI 

Među ovim segmentom statistički je značajno više muškaraca, 
osoba mlađe dobi (18-29). Prema radnom statusu su studenti, 
školarci ili domaćice. Žive značajno više u Zeničko-dobojskom 
kantonu i Bosansko-podrinjskom kantonu i ostatku RS-a te 
generalno u ruralnim delovima BiH. Religiozni su i po pitanju 
političkog usmjerenja uglavnom su autokrati ili politički 
neopredeljeni. 

ispitanika/ca pripada ovom segmentu koji u potpunosti ima anti 
LGBTI stavove – kategorično ih ne prihvataju u svom užem ili 
širem okruženju, niti bilo kakvo javno eksponiranje. Smatraju da 
je to bolest i da se trebaju lečiti (kod psihatra, vjerskog 
službenika, izolirati ih). Ne bi reagovali u slučaju nasilja. Mišljenja 
su da LGBTI zajednica nema problema i da se o njima previše 
govori u javnosti – pozitivno i zagovarački. Češće navode da ne 
poznaju niti jednu LGBTI osobu, niti da su upoznati sa pravima 
LGBTI osoba, ali misle da se ona poštuju. Protiv su legalizace 
istospolnog partnerstva i drugih prava. Smatraju da se vjerske 
zajednice trebaju pitati po pitanju LGBTI osoba. Potpuno su protiv 
povorke, ne podržavaju javno eksponiranje i smatraju da je to 
bolest. 

17%

PASIVNO PROTIV LGBTI 

Ovaj segment se sastoji većinom od osoba stare dobi, između 45 
i 60 godina. Značajan broj njih dolazi iz Tuzlanskog i Posavskog 
kantona te rege Doboj i Distrikta Brčko. Ove osobe su religiozne i 
politički neopredeljene.

ispitanika/ca pripada segmentu koji karakterišu negativni 
stavovi prema LGBTI zajednici – ne prihvataju ih u svom užem ili 
širem okruženju niti javno eksponiranje, ali nisu toliko isključivi. 
Nisu u potpunosti sigurni da su LGBTI osobe bolesne. Reagovali bi 
u slučaju nasilja nad pripadnicima LGBTI zajednice. Mišljenja su 
da LGBTI zajednica nema posebnih problema, da se njihova prava 
uglavnom poštuju. Protiv su legalizace istospolnog partnerstva. 
Nisu isključivi po pitanju nekih prava koja bi trebale imati LGBTI 
osobe. Nisu u potpunosti uvjereni da se vjerske zajednice trebaju 
pitati o ovoj tematici. Protiv su povorke.

21%
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ANTI LGBTI 

In this segment, there are statistically significantly more men and 
people of a younger age (18-29). According to their work status, 
they are students or housemakers. They live significantly more in 
the Zenica-Doboj Canton and Bosansko Podrinje Canton and the 
rest of RS, and generally in rural parts of BiH. They are religious; in 
terms of political orientation, they are mostly autocrats or 
politically undecided.

of respondents fall under to this segment, which has completely 
anti-LGBTI attitudes – they categorically do not accept them in 
their immediate or wider environment, nor do they accept any 
public expression. They believe that it is a disease and that they 
should be treated (psychiatrist, religious o�cial, they should be 
isolated). They would not react in case of violence. They are of the 
opinion that the LGBTI community has no problems and that they 
are talked about too much in the public – positively and in an 
advocating manner. They more frequently state that they do not 
know any LGBTI person and that they are not familiar with the 
rights of LGBTI persons, but they think that the rights are 
respected. They are against the legalization of same-sex 
partnerships and other rights. They believe that religious 
communities should be taken into account with respect LGBTI 
issues. They are completely against Pride March and do not 
support public expression and consider it a disease.

17%

PASSIVELY AGAINST LGBTI

This segment consists mostly of older people, ages 45 to 60. A 
significant number of them come from the Tuzla and Posavina 
cantons, as well as the Doboj region and the Brčko District. These 
people are religious and politically undecided.

of respondents fall under the segment characterized by negative 
attitudes towards the LGBTI community – they do not accept them 
in their immediate or wider environment and do not accept public 
expression, however, they are not too exclusive. They are not 
entirely sure that LGBTI people are sick. They would react in case of 
violence against members of the LGBTI community. They are of the 
opinion that the LGBTI community has no special problems, that 
their rights are generally respected. They are against the 
legalization of same-sex partnerships. They are not exclusive about 
some of the rights that LGBTI people should have. They are not 
entirely convinced that religious communities should be taken into 
account with respect LGBTI issues. They are against Pride March.

21%



NEUTRALNI

Identifikovani segment pretežno uključuje žene, kao i osobe u 
dobi od 30 do 44 i preko 60 godina. Osim toga, primjećuje se veći 
broj domaćica među ovim osobama. Većina ovih ispitanika/ca 
živi u Srednjobosanskom kantonu i ostatku Republike Srpske. 
Nisu jasno određeni prema religskim uvjerenjima i donekle su 
nesigurni po pitanju političkih preferenca.

ispitanika/ca čini neutralni segment, koji uglavnom izražava 
neutralne stavove ili suzdržanost u vezi sa prihvatanjem LGBTI 
osoba u svom okruženju i njihovim javnim izražavanjem. Njihovi 
stavovi nisu ekstremni i često pokazuju umjereno slaganje ili 
neslaganje s određenim aspektima vezanim za LGBTI zajednicu. 
Nisu sigurni da li poznaju neku LGBTI osobu iako bi ih/je 
vjerovatno prihvatili, ali ne bi željeli otvoreno razgovarati o tome. 
Također, nisu sigurni da li su LGBTI osobe bolesne ili ne. 
Uglavnom nisu upoznati sa pravima LGBTI osoba i nisu sigurni da 
li su ta prava poštovana. Nisu se potpuno odlučili za stav o 
legalizaci istospolnih partnerstava, ali uglavnom podržavaju 
prava LGBTI osoba. Ova grupa nema jasan stav o ulozi vjerskih 
zajednica u ovom kontekstu.

24%

PASIVNO NAKLONJENI LGBTI 

bi podržali i prihvatili da im je dete LGBTI osoba. Donekle su 
upoznati sa pravima LGBTI osoba, i delom misle da se ne 
poštuju. Podržavaju da LGBTI osobe imaju određena prava. 
Delom smatraju da se vjerske zajednice ne trebaju pitati po 
pitanju LGBTI osoba. Nisu u potpunosti za povorku.
 
Segment obuhvata osobe u starosnoj dobi od 45 do 60 godina. 
Među njima je primjetno veći broj penzionera. Većina ovih osoba 
živi u Unsko-sanskom kantonu i regi Banje Luke, uglavnom u 
urbanim delovima Bosne i Hercegovine. Nisu posebno 
religiozni. Kada je reč o političkom usmjerenju, prevladavaju 
demokratski stavovi među njima.

ispitanika/ca čini segment koji uglavnom prihvata LGBTI osobe 
u svom užem ili širem okruženju i podržava donekle javno 
eksponiranje. Većinom smatraju da to ne bolest. Uviđaju 
probleme sa kojim se suočava LGBTI zajednica i smatraju da se 
ne govori previše u javnosti. Poznaju lično LGBTI osobe, ali nisu u 
potpunosti sigurni da li bi stali u njihovu odbranu. Donekle

26%
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NEUTRAL
of respondents make up the neutral segment, which mainly 
expresses neutral attitudes or reticence regarding the 
acceptance of LGBTI people in their environment and their public 
expression. Their views are not extreme and often show 
moderate agreement or disagreement with aspects related to 
the LGBTI community. They are not sure if they know an LGBTI 
person, although they would probably accept them, but they 
would not want to talk about it openly. Also, they are not sure if 
LGBTI people are sick or not. They are mostly not familiar with the 
rights of LGBTI people and are not sure if these rights are 
respected. They have not completely decided their position on 
the legalization of same-sex partnerships, but they mostly 
support the rights of LGBTI people. This group does not have a 
clear position on the role of religious communities.

The identified segment mainly includes women, as well as people 
aged 30 to 44 and over 60. In addition, there is a greater number 
of housemakers among them. The majority of respondents live in 
Central Bosnia Canton and the rest of the Republika Srpska. They 
do not have a clear stand in relation to religious beliefs and are 
somewhat uncertain about political preferences.

24%

PASSIVELY LGBTI-FRIENDLY
of respondents make up this segment that mostly accepts LGBTI 
people in their immediate or wider environment and support 
some degree of public expression. Most of them think that it is not 
a disease. They recognize the problems faced by the LGBTI 
community and believe that they are not su�ciently discussed in 
public. They know LGBTI people personally, but they are not 
entirely sure whether they would stand up for them. To some 
extent, they would support and accept that their child is an LGBTI 
person. They are somewhat familiar with the rights of LGBTI 
people, and partly think that they are not respected. They support 
that LGBTI people have certain rights. In part, they believe that 
religious communities should not be taken into account with 
respect LGBTI issues. They are not entirely in favor of Pride 
March.

This segment includes people between aged 45 to 60. Among 
them, there is a noticeably larger number of pensioners. Most of 
these people live in the Una-Sana Canton and the Banja Luka 
region, mostly in urban parts of Bosnia and Herzegovina. They are 
not particularly religious. When it comes to political orientation, 
democratic attitudes prevail among them.

26%
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ispitanika/ca se nalazi u segmentu koji u potpunosti prihvata 
LGBTI osobe u svom užem ili širem okruženju i podržava javno 
eksponiranje. Ne smatraju da je to bolest. Uviđaju probleme sa 
kojima se suočava LGBTI zajednica i smatraju da se ne govori 
previše u javnosti, a kad se govori, to je negativno, kritički, 
senzacionalistički. Poznaju lično LGBTI osobe i stali bi u njihovu 
odbranu. Podržali bi i prihvatili da im je dete LGBTI osoba. 
Upoznati su sa pravima LGBTI osoba i misle da se ne poštuju. 
Podržavaju da LGBTI osobe imaju sva prava, te podržavaju 
legalizacu istospolnog partnerstva, promjenu spola itd. 
Smatraju da se vjerske zajednice ne trebaju pitati po pitanju 
LGBTI osoba. Podržavaju povorku i planiraju svoje prisustvo.

Ovaj segment značajno više čine žene, te osobe u dobi od 45 do 
60 godina. Primjetan je veći broj nezaposlenih među njima. Žive 
u Sarajevu i regi Banje Luke te u urbanim delovima BiH. Uopće 
nisu religiozni i, prema političkim stavovima, potpuno su 
demokratski orentisani.
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This segment is made up of significantly more women, and 
people aged 45-60. There is a noticeable larger number of the 
unemployed among them. They live in Sarajevo and the Banja 
Luka region, in urban parts of BiH. They are not religious at all 
and, in their political views, they are completely democratically 
oriented.

of respondents fall under the segment that fully accepts LGBTI 
people in their immediate or wider environment and support 
public expression. They do not think it is a disease. They see the 
problems faced by the LGBTI community and think that they are 
not su�ciently discussed in public, and when they are, the 
attitude is negative, critical, sensationalistic. They know LGBTI 
people personally and would stand up for them. They would 
support and accept that their child is an LGBTI person. They are 
familiar with the rights of LGBTI persons and think that they are 
not respected. They support that LGBTI people have all the 
rights, including the legalization of same-sex partnerships, 
gender reassignment, etc. They believe that religious 
communities should not be taken into account with respect to 
LGBTI issues. They support Pride March and plan to attend it.



5. ZAKLJUČAK
Ovo istraživanje o stavovima javnog mnenja o LGBTI osobama u BiH i njihovim ljudskim pravima 
pokazuje da 91,5% ispitanika/ca poznaje ovaj pojam i razume njegovo značenje. Direktan kontakt i 
lično poznavanje LGBTI osoba nedvojbeno doprinose promjeni stavova i svesti o LGBTI pitanjima. 
Poređenjem nalaza ovog istraživanja sa prethodnim, potvrđen je pozitivan trend u poznavanju LGBTI 
osoba u bližem okruženju: čak 45,6% ispitanika/ca izjavilo je da lično poznaje LGBTI osobu.

Istraživanje također ukazuje na značajnu promjenu stavova opće populace u shvatanju seksualne 
orentace i rodnog identiteta. Samo 35,3% ispitanika/ca smatra LGBTI osobe bolesnima, dok 41,8% 
vjeruje da LGBTI osobe nisu bolesne i da ih ne treba lečiti. Nadalje, istraživanje pokazuje da bi čak 
33,1% ispitanika/ca podržalo LGBTI osobe iz svog bližeg okruženja nakon što bi se autovale, dok bi ih 
28,1% prihvatilo, ali izbjegavalo daljnje razgovore o tome.

U kontekstu porodičnih odnosa, prihvatanje opada. Za 34% ispitanika/ca još uvek je neprihvatljivo da 
im član/ica porodice bude LGBTI osoba, a ta se rezistenca pojačava kada su u pitanju njihova vlastita 
djeca. Konkretno, 43% ispitanika/ca smatra neprihvatljivim da njihovo dete bude LGBTI osoba. 
Svejedno, većina reakca bila bi nenasilna uvjeravanja i razgovori, s 53% njih koji bi pokušali uvjeriti 
dete da je to pogrešno.

Ukupno gledajući, ovo istraživanje otkriva da i dalje postoje različite perspektive unutar bh. društva u 
pogledu LGBTI tema, a stavovi se kreću od pozitivnih i neutralnih do negativnih i konfliktnih prema 
LGBTI osobama. Važno je istaknuti da samo 11% ispitanika/ca ima izrazito negativne stavove, a samo 
13% njih smatra da LGBTI osobe trebaju terapu. Svi ovi nalazi potvrđuju nužnost daljnje edukace i 
senzibilizace javnosti.
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5. Conclusion

Overall, this research reveals that there are still different perspectives in BiH society regarding LGBTI 
topics, and attitudes range from positive and neutral to negative and conflicting towards LGBTI people. 
It is noteworthy that only 11% of respondents have extremely negative attitudes, and only 13% believe 
that LGBTI people need therapy. All these findings confirm the necessity of further education and 
sensitization of the general public.

The research also indicates a significant change in the attitudes of the general population regarding 
sexual orientation and gender identity. Only 35.3% of respondents consider LGBTI people to be sick, 
while 41.8% believe that LGBTI people are not sick and do not need to be treated. Furthermore, the 
research shows that as many as 33.1% of respondents would support LGBTI people from their 
immediate environment after coming out, while 28.1% would accept them, but avoid further 
discussions about it.

This research on the attitudes of the public on LGBTI people in BiH and their human rights reveals that 
91.5% of respondents know the acronym and understand its meaning. Direct contact and personal 
knowledge of LGBTI people undoubtedly contribute to changing attitudes and awareness about LGBTI 
issues. By comparing the findings of this research with the previous ones, a positive trend in knowing 
LGBTI persons in the immediate environment was confirmed, with as many as 45.6% of respondents 
stating that they personally know an LGBTI person.

In the context of family relationships, acceptance declines. For 34% of respondents, it is still 
unacceptable for their family member to be an LGBTI person, and this resistance increases when it 
comes to their own children. In particular, 43% of respondents consider it unacceptable for their child 
to be an LGBTI person. However, most reactions would be non-violent persuasion and conversation, 
with 53% of them trying to convince the child that being LGBTI is wrong.
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6. Recommendations 
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Creation of a digital repository: establishment of a digital 
resource center would provide media professionals with quick 
access to reliable information, research and content, 
encouraging quality reporting and quality media formats on 
the topic of LGBTI rights.

Introduction of innovative strategies: media outlets and 
professionals in BiH should develop and apply new 
approaches to achieve transformative changes in reporting 
on LGBTI topics, including cooperation with the civil society 
and LGBTI activists for a deeper understanding and more 
credible presentation of LGBTI topics.

Inclusion and diversity in the media: encouraging diversity 
and inclusion within newsrooms, including recruitment of 
LGBTI journalists and editors, and planned interventions in 
editorial policies, will contribute to the authenticity and 
quality of reporting, and to the promotion of balanced and 
impartial narratives.

Multimedia education and storytelling: continuous and 
accessible dynamic trainings that include multimedia content 
and storytelling to develop society's empathy and 
understanding through the sharing of personal stories and 
experiences of LGBTI people in BiH.

Two-way communication: creating a mechanism to 
continuously collect feedback from the LGBTI community 
would allow the media sector to adapt accordingly and ensure 
better reporting and relations with the audience.
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MMEEDDII::MMEEDDIIAA::



Promoca inkluzivnih teoloških interpretaca: poticanje i 
podržavanje vjerskih učenjaka koji su spremni istražiti 
inkluzivne teološke interpretace u skladu s modernim 
shvatanjima ljudskih prava i društvene pravde. Pružanje 
resursa za istraživanje, publikace i javne rasprave koje 
će predstaviti alternativne poglede i interpretace unutar 
vjerskih tekstova o LGBTI pravima i prihvatanju.

Poticanje međureligskog daloga i edukace: 
uspostavljanje platforme za međureligski dalog koja bi 
okupila predstavnike vjerskih zajednica, aktiviste/kinje za 
LGBTI prava i zagovornike/ce ljudskih prava, ali i LGBTI 
vjernike/ce. Ova platforma može pružiti prostor za 
otvorene diskuse, deljenje perspektiva i zajedničke 
napore kako bi se smanjio jaz između vjerskih učenja i 
modernih koncepata ljudskih prava. Radionice, seminari i 
kampanje informisanja mogli bi pomoći u obrazovanju 
vjerskih lidera i sljedbenika/ca o važnosti inkluzivnosti, 
poštivanju različitosti i pozitivnom uticaju podrške LGBTI 
pravima na društvenu kohezu.

Angažman u vjerskim zajednicama: razvanje ciljane 
stratege angažmana kako bi se unapredio inkluzivni 
pristup unutar vjerskih zajednica i potakle diskuse o 
pomirenju vjere sa prihvatanjem LGBTI osoba. Potrebna je 
saradnja između LGBTI organizaca i vjerskih lidera koja 
bi rezultirala edukativnim materalima koji se bave 
netačnim shvatanjima i kako bi se istakle zajedničke 
vrednosti saosjećanja, empate i nenasilja. Isticanje 
pozitivnih primjera, poput podrške koju su pokazali neki 
vjerski lideri tokom događaja poput povorke ponosa, može 
služiti kao primjer koji potiče slične stavove i temelj za 
budući dalog i saradnju.

VVJJEERRSSKKEE  ZZAAJJEEDDNNIICCEE::
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Engagement in religious communities: developing a targeted 
engagement strategy in order to promote an inclusive 
approach within religious communities and encourage 
discussions on the reconciliation of faith with the acceptance 
of LGBTI persons. Cooperation between LGBTI organizations 
and religious leaders that would result in educational 
materials that deal with incorrect understandings and 
highlight the common values of compassion, empathy and 
non-violence. Highlighting positive examples, such as the 
support shown by some religious leaders during events such 
as Pride March, can serve as examples that encourage similar 
attitudes and the basis for future dialogue and cooperation.

Promotion of inclusive theological interpretations: 
encouraging and supporting religious scholars who are ready 
to explore inclusive theological interpretations in accordance 
with modern understandings of human rights and social 
justice. Providing resources for research, publications and 
public discussions that will present alternative views and 
interpretations within religious texts on LGBTI rights and 
acceptance.

Encouraging interreligious dialogue and education: 
establishing a platform for interreligious dialogue that would 
bring together representatives of religious communities, 
activists for LGBTI rights and advocates of human rights, as 
well as LGBTI believers. This platform can provide space for 
open discussions, sharing of perspectives and joint efforts to 
bridge the gap between religious teachings and modern 
concepts of human rights. Workshops, seminars and 
information campaigns could help educate religious leaders 
and followers about the importance of inclusiveness, respect 
for diversity and the positive impact of supporting LGBTI 
rights on social cohesion.

RREELLIIGGIIOOUUSS  CCOOMMMMUUNNIITTIIEESS::
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Institucionalno zagovaranje: uspostavljanje mehanizama 
unutar političkih stranaka za zagovaranje LGBTI prava. Ovo 
uključuje izradu konkretnih politika, deklaraca i akcionih 
planova kojima se stranke obavezuju na podršku i zaštitu 
prava LGBTI osoba. Redovna evaluaca napretka i 
transparentno izvještavanje o ovim naporima mogu 
pomoći u pozivanju na odgovornost stranaka i građenju 
povjerenja sa LGBTI zajednicom.

Jačanje političke podrške na događajima: iniciranje 
aktivnog sudjelovanja članova/ica političkih stranaka na 
LGBTI događajima, kao što su povorke ponosa. Ovo će 
poslati snažnu poruku podrške LGBTI zajednici i ljudskim 
pravima. Prisustvo političara/ki na ovim događajima može 
pomoći u stvaranju atmosfere inkluzivnosti i tolerance te 
poslati jasnu poruku da se nasilje i diskriminaca neće 
tolerisati.

Senzibilizaca političkog liderstva: organizovanje 
obaveznih obuka i radionica o LGBTI pitanjima za 
članove/ice rukovodstva političkih stranaka. Ove edukace 
bi trebale osigurati bolje razumevanje kompleksnih 
izazova s kojima se LGBTI osobe suočavaju i potrebu za 
zaštitom njihovih prava, te osigurati da rukovodstvo prati 
napredak koji su kroz slične edukace napravili pojedine 
članice i članovi, kao i stvoriti podlogu za zagovaranje za 
unapređenje politika unutar stranaka u kontekstu ljudskih 
prava LGBTI osoba. 
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PPOOLLIITTIIČČKKEE  SSTTRRAANNKKEE::

Strengthening political support at events: initiating active 
participation of members of political parties at LGBTI events, 
such as pride marches. This will send a strong message of 
support for the LGBTI community and human rights. The 
presence of politicians at such events can help create an 
atmosphere of inclusiveness and tolerance and send a clear 
message that violence and discrimination will not be 
tolerated.

Sensitization of political leadership: organizing mandatory 
trainings and workshops on LGBTI issues for members of the 
political party leadership. These trainings should ensure a 
better understanding of the complex challenges that LGBTI 
people face, and the need to protect their rights, and ensure 
that management monitors the progress made by individual 
members through similar trainings, as well as create a basis 
to advocate for improvement of policies within parties in the 
context of human rights of LGBTI people.

Institutional advocacy: establishing mechanisms within 
political parties for LGBTI rights advocacy. This includes the 
creation of specific policies, declarations and action plans by 
which the parties commit to support and protect the rights of 
LGBTI people. Regular evaluation of progress and transparent 
reporting of these efforts can help maintain party 
accountability and build trust with the LGBTI community.
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PPOOLLIITTIICCAALL  PPAARRTTIIEESS::



Promoca pozitivnih iskustava i uticaj povorke: 
promovisanje pozitivnih iskustava i doprinosa povorke 
ponosa društvu kroz medske priče, dokumentarce i 
društvene kampanje, uz primjere kako su povorke 
doprinele povećanju vidljivosti LGBTI osoba, smanjenju 
stigme te poticanju promjena u društvenim normama i 
stavovima. 

Edukaca i podizanje svesti o važnosti i značaju povorke: 
organizovanje informativnih kampanja usmjerenih na 
komuniciranje svrhe i ciljeva povorke ponosa. Kroz 
radionice, kampanje i medske materale potrebno je 
naglasiti da je povorka sredstvo za izražavanje 
nezadovoljstva, ukazivanje na nepravdu i borbu za ljudska 
prava LGBTI osoba. 

Dalog i inkluza: kreiranje platforme za otvoren dalog 
između organizatora/ica povorke i skeptičnih građana/ki 
(movable middle) kroz organizovanje okruglih stolova, 
javnih debata i panel-diskuse gdje se mogu izraziti 
zabrinutosti, postaviti pitanja i razmeniti stavovi. 
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PPOOVVOORRKKAA  PPOONNOOSSAA::  
Education and raising awareness about the importance and 
significance of Pride March: organizing information 
campaigns aimed at communicating the purpose and goals of 
pride march. Through workshops, campaigns and media 
materials, it is necessary to emphasize that the march is a 
means of expressing dissatisfaction, pointing to injustice and 
fighting for the human rights of LGBTI persons.

Dialogue and inclusion: creation of a platform for open 
dialogue between the organizers of the march and skeptical 
citizens (movable middle), through the organization of round 
tables, public debates and panel discussions where concerns 
can be expressed, questions asked and views exchanged.

Promotion of positive experiences and the impact of the 
March: promoting positive experiences and the contribution 
of Pride March to society, through media stories, 
documentaries and social campaigns, showing examples of 
how pride marches have contributed to increasing the 
visibility of LGBTI people, reducing stigma and encouraging 
changes in social norms and attitudes.
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PPRRIIDDEE  MMAARRCCHH::



Lične priče kao instrument promjene: promovisanje ličnih 
priča roditelja LGBTI osoba kako bi se humanizirala 
njihova iskustva i osvestila javnost o njihovim izazovima i 
putovanjima ka prihvatanju, te o njihovim strahovima i 
nadama za njihovu LGBTI djecu. Kroz videe, članke, 
intervjue i kampanje ojačati platformu koja omogućava 
roditeljima da podele svoje priče o podršci i 
razumevanju, što može osnažiti i druge roditelje te 
doprineti transformaci stavova i širenju pozitivnih 
poruka o inkluzi.

Jačanje mreže podrške roditeljima i porodicama: jačanje 
dosega programa podrške za roditelje i članove/ice 
porodica LGBTI osoba kroz radionice, grupe za razgovor i 
resurse koji omogućavaju ovim osobama da dele 
iskustva, informace i podršku.

Edukaca i kampanje za senzibilizacu: provođenje 
edukativnih kampanja i organizovanje javnih događaja 
usmjerenih na senzibilizacu šire populace o potrebi 
podrške porodicama LGBTI osoba. Jačanje svesti o 
izazovima s kojima se suočavaju ove porodice te o 
važnosti porodičnog prihvatanja i podrške kroz mede, 
društvene mreže i lokalne događaje kako bi se razbale 
predrasude i doprinelo stvaranju tolerantneg 
društvenog okruženja s više razumevanja.
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RROODDIITTEELLJJII  II  DDJJEECCAA::  

Personal stories as an instrument of change: promoting the 
personal stories of LGBTI parents in order to humanize their 
experiences and make the public aware of their challenges 
and journeys towards acceptance, and of their fears and 
hopes for their LGBTI children. Through videos, articles, 
interviews and campaigns, strengthen the platform that 
enables parents to share their stories of support and 
understanding, which can empower other parents and 
contribute to the transformation of attitudes and the spread 
of positive messages about inclusion.

Education and sensitization campaigns: conducting 
educational campaigns and organizing public events aimed at 
sensitizing the wider population about the need to support 
families of LGBTI people. Raising awareness of the challenges 
these families face and of the importance of family 
acceptance and support through the media, social networks 
and local events in order to break down prejudices and 
contribute to the creation of a more tolerant and 
understanding social environment.

Strengthening the support network for parents and families: 
strengthening the reach of support programs for parents and 
family members of LGBTI people through workshops, 
discussion groups and resources that enable them to share 
experiences, information and support.
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PPAARREENNTTSS  AANNDD  CCHHIILLDDRREENN::



Obuka za kulturnu osjetljivost: razviti interdisciplinarni 
pristup koji bi uključivao obrazovne instituce, strukovna 
udruženja i pružatelje psihosocalne i zdravstvene skrbi 
kako bi se kreirala sveobuhvatna obuka za kulturnu 
osjetljivost koja se bavi jedinstvenim potrebama i 
izazovima sa kojima se suočavaju LGBTI osobe.

Edukaca za razumevanje i inkluzu: organizovanje 
obrazovnih programa za obrazovno osoblje i provođenje 
kampanja za podizanje svesti o LGBTI osobama i 
njihovim izazovima, s fokusom na promovisanje 
razumevanja, empate i inkluze u obrazovanju kako bi 
se prevladale predrasude i stigmatizaca. 

Socalni angažman i borba protiv homofobe: 
ohrabrivanje aktivizma i proaktivnosti obrazovnih 
instituca koje se već bore protiv homofobe, transfobe i 
diskriminace LGBTI osoba kroz konkretna priznanja, 
podršku u zajedničkim inicativama, javnim istupima i 
potencalnu dodjelu priznanja za inkluzivnost.

Uključivanje različitih društvenih segmenata: provođenje 
kampanja informisanja o neophodnosti inkluze i 
sudjelovanja različitih društvenih grupa u procesima 
obrazovanja i informisanja o LGBTI pitanjima. Posebno se 
trebaju imati u vidu segmenti koji su skloni 
razumevanju i podršci, kao što su roditelji LGBTI djece, 
koji mogu biti snažni saveznici i zagovarački glas u 
obrazovnim institucama. Potrebno je potaći ih na dalog 
i razmjenu mišljenja kako bi se stvorila pozitivna 
atmosfera za inkluzu u obrazovnim sredinama.
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OOBBRRAAZZOOVVNNEE  IINNSSTTIITTUUCCEE::  

Social engagement and the fight against homophobia: 
encouraging the activism and proactivity of educational 
institutions that already fight against homophobia, 
transphobia and discrimination of LGBTI persons through 
concrete recognition, support in joint initiatives, public 
appearances and the potential awards of recognition for 
inclusivity.

Education for understanding and inclusion: organizing 
educational programs for educational staff and conducting 
campaigns to raise awareness of LGBTI people and their 
challenges, with a focus on promoting understanding, 
empathy and inclusion in education in order to overcome 
prejudice and stigmatization.

Inclusion of different social segments: implementation of 
information campaigns on the necessity of inclusion and 
participation of different social groups in the processes of 
education and information on LGBTI issues. In particular, 
target segments that are more inclined to understand and 
support, such as parents of LGBTI children who can be strong 
allies and advocacy voices in educational institutions, and 
encourage them to dialogue and exchange opinions in order 
to create a positive atmosphere for inclusion in educational 
environments.

Cultural sensitivity training: develop an interdisciplinary 
approach involving educational institutions, professional 
associations and psychosocial and health care providers to 
create comprehensive cultural sensitivity training that 
addresses the unique needs and challenges faced by LGBTI 
people.
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EEDDUUCCAATTIIOONNAALL  IINNSSTTIITTUUTTIIOONNSS::



Jačanje svesti o pravima LGBTI osoba: organizovanje 
kampanja i edukativnih programa kako bi se povećala 
svest opće populace o pravima LGBTI osoba. Potrebno 
je osvetliti pojedinačne aspekte prava na porodični život 
posebno se usmjeravajući na podršku zdravstvenoj skrbi, 
posjetama u bolnici te nasljeđivanju imovine i penze, s 
obzirom na to da oni uživaju veću podršku javnosti. 
Podizati svest javnosti o pravnim aspektima sklapanja 
životnih zajednica.

Zastupanje prava na institucionalnoj razini: jačati javnu 
političku i institucionalnu podršku insistirajući da prava 
manjina ne smu biti podložna javnom mnenju, već se 
moraju temeljiti na međunarodnim obavezama i načelima 
jednakosti i poštivanja ljudskih prava. Konkretne jačati 
ljudskopravaški diskurs instituca i političkih stranaka u 
komuniciranju rada na LGBTI ljudskim pravima 
izbjegavajući afektivne i moralne argumente.

Dalog i razmjena mišljenja: kreiranje platforme za dalog 
i razmjenu mišljenja između različitih društvenih grupa 
kako bi se razjasnile nedoumice i suprotstavljeni stavovi, 
naročito ohrabrujući konstruktivne diskuse o pitanjima 
kao što su pravo na starateljstvo i usvajanje djece kako bi 
se postiglo razumevanje i smanjila polarizaca. 
Preporučuje se koristiti lične priče kao instrument 
promjene i prenošenja iskustava postojećih porodica 
istospolnih parova s djecom u BiH radi stvaranja empate 
i potencalne mobilizace jače podrške populace koja 
iskazuje podršku u ovom segmentu.

45

IISSTTOOSSPPOOLLNNAA  PPAARRTTNNEERRSSTTVVAA::  

Representation of rights at the institutional level: strengthen 
public political and institutional support by insisting that the 
rights of minorities must not be subject to public opinion, but 
must be based on international obligations and principles of 
equality and respect for human rights. Strengthen more 
concretely the human rights discourse of institutions and 
political parties in communicating their work on LGBTI human 
rights, avoiding affective and moral arguments.

Strengthening awareness of the rights of LGBTI people: 
organizing campaigns and educational programs to increase 
the general population's awareness of the rights of LGBTI 
people. In the context of same-sex partnership, potentially 
communicate individual aspects of the right to family life, 
particularly focusing on support for health care, hospital 
visits, and property inheritance and pensions, which enjoy 
greater public support. Raise public awareness of the legal 
aspects of entering into same-sex partnerships.

Dialogue and opinion exchange: creating a platform for 
dialogue and opinion exchange between different social 
groups to clarify doubts and conflicting views, especially 
encouraging constructive discussions on issues such as the 
right to custody and adoption of children, in order to achieve 
understanding and reduce polarization. Consider personal 
stories as an instrument of change and sharing of the 
experiences of same-sex families with children in Bosnia and 
Herzegovina, for the purpose of creating empathy and 
potentially mobilizing stronger support from the population 
that expresses disapproval in this regard.
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SSAAMMEE--SSEEXX  PPAARRTTNNEERRSSHHIIPP::  



Otvaranje diskuse o savezništvu i TERF pokretu u regi 
unutar bh. ženskog pokreta: kreiranje uslova za otvorenu 
diskusu sa ženskim pokretom u BiH o njihovim stavovima 
prema transrodnim osobama, kreiranje zajedničkih akca 
i stratega za suzbanje TERF narativa.

Angažovanje LGBTI zajednice: otvaranje daloga unutar 
LGBTI zajednice o pravima transrodnih osoba i podršci 
koja im je potrebna kroz događaje, platforme i druge 
formate koji će omogućiti razgovor o ovim pitanjima, 
razbati predrasude i stereotipe unutar zajednice te 
poticati na solidarnost i zajedničku akcu za zaštitu prava 
transrodnih osoba.

Podizanje svesti i edukaca o transrodnim pitanjima: 
intenzivirati edukativne programe i kampanje koje imaju 
za cilj podići nivo svesti i razumevanja o pravima 
transrodnih osoba u BiH te pojednostaviti javnosti 
kompleksnost pitanja vezanih za promjenu oznake spola u 
ličnim dokumentima kao i aspekte medicinske prilagodbe 
spola. Naglasiti važnost inkluze i podrške za transrodne 
osobe te koristiti lične priče transrodnih osoba iz BiH kao 
platformu za otvaranje daloga i mobiliziranje podrške za 
nastavak rada na ovim pitanjima, čime bi se radilo na 
razbanju postojećih negativnih narativa i plasiranju 
pozitivnih narativa o transrodnosti u mede i javnost.
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TTRRAANNSSRROODDNNOOSSTT::  
Raising awareness and education on transgender issues: 
intensify educational programs and campaigns that aim to 
raise awareness and understanding of the rights of 
transgender people in BiH, and simplify for the public the 
complexity of issues related to changing the gender marking 
in personal documents and aspects of medical gender 
reassignment. Emphasize the importance of inclusion and 
support for transgender people, and consider the use of 
personal stories of transgender people from BiH as a platform 
for opening dialogue and mobilizing support for continued 
work on these issues, working to break existing negative 
narratives, and share positive narratives about transgender in 
the media and the general public.

Engaging the LGBTI community: opening a dialogue within the 
LGBTI community about the rights of transgender people and 
the support they need through events, platforms and other 
formats that will enable discussion on these issues, break 
prejudices and stereotypes within the community, and 
encourage solidarity and joint action for protection of the 
rights of transgender people.

Opening the discussion about alliances and the TERF 
movement in the region within the BiH women's movement: 
creating conditions for an open discussion with the women's 
movement in BiH about their attitudes towards transgender 
people, creating joint actions and strategies to counter the 
TERF narrative.
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TTRRAANNSSGGEENNDDEERR::



Kampanje javnog informisanja: kreiranje kampanja 
informisanja za edukacu javnosti o opasnostima 
konverzivne terape i njenim štetnim posljedicama po 
LGBTI osobe kroz različita sredstva informisanja kako bi 
se osigurao što veći doseg poruka kampanje.

Mapiranje štetnih praksi konverzivne terape u BiH: 
provesti sveobuhvatno istraživanje kojim će se mapirati 
prakse provođenja konverzivne terape u BiH, identificirati 
akteri koji ove terape provode i podržavaju te rasvetliti 
negativne posljedice koje one imaju po LGBTI osobe u BiH.

Uključivanje i osnaživanje zajednice: organizovanje 
tematskih radionica, seminara i panel-diskusa kojima bi 
se osvetlilo pitanje konverzivne terape unutar LGBTI 
zajednice i šireg društva. Osnažiti LGBTI osobe da podele 
svoje priče i iskustva vezana za konverzivnu terapu da bi 
se podigla svesti o njenom provođenju u BiH i 
posljedicama koje ima na život i dobrobit zajednice.

Saradnja sa stručnjacima za mentalno zdravlje: 
unaprediti saradnju sa stručnjacima za mentalno 
zdravlje, organizacama i institucama kako bi se 
razvene smjernice i resursi koji jasno definišu etičke i 
podržavajuće pristupe radu sa LGBTI osobama 
primjenjivali u svim institucama i potencalno 
institucionalizirali unutar nadležnih 
ministarstava/ustanova/resora i bili osnov za kontinuirane 
edukace.

Podrška LGBTI osobama: održavati postojanje sigurnih 
prostora gdje LGBTI osobe mogu potražiti podršku, 
savjetovanje i resurse vezane za svoje mentalno zdravlje. 
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KKOONNVVEERRZZIIVVNNEE  TTEERRAAPPEE::
Public information campaigns: creation of information 
campaigns to educate the public about the dangers of 
conversion therapy and its harmful consequences for LGBTI 
people through various means of information in order to 
ensure the greatest possible reach of campaign messages.

Mapping harmful practices of conversion therapy in BiH: 
conduct comprehensive research that will map the practices 
of conversion therapies in BiH, identify actors who implement 
and support these therapies, and shed light on the negative 
consequences they have for LGBTI people in BiH.

Support for LGBTI people: maintain safe spaces where LGBTI 
people can seek support, counseling and resources related to 
their mental health.

Cooperation with mental health experts: improve cooperation 
with mental health experts, organizations and institutions to 
develop guidelines and resources that clearly define ethical 
and supportive approaches to work with LGBTI people to be 
applied in all institutions and potentially institutionalize them 
within competent ministries/institutions/ departments and 
use as the basis for continuous education.

Involvement and empowerment of the community: organizing 
thematic workshops, seminars and panel discussions to 
address the issue of conversion therapy within the LGBTI 
community and wider society. Empower LGBTI people to share 
their stories and experiences related to conversion therapy, in 
order to raise awareness about its use in BiH and the 
consequences it has on the life and well-being of the 
community.
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CCOONNVVEERRSSIIOONN  TTHHEERRAAPPIIEESS::



Sarajevo Open Centre (SOC) works on promoting human rights, particularly the position and human 
rights of LGBTI people and women in Bosnia and Herzegovina, by interpreting, presenting and 
representing the authentic experiences of persons suffering from human rights violations and 
inequalities, and by advocating for legal, political, economic, social and cultural changes in all areas 
of life. We will mention only some of the achievements related to the equality of LGBTI people and 
women.

Over the past years, several of our legislative and policy initiatives have entered government or 
parliamentary procedure. We focused our advocacy activities on policies for equality of women and 
LGBTI people in BiH, reproductive rights of women and men, parenting in the context of reconciling 
private and business life, freedom of assembly of LGBTI people, improvement of the institutional 
framework for the protection from violence and discrimination, and we intend to continue working 
on issues concerning transgender persons, intersex persons, same-sex partnerships, their social 
inclusion, but also the position of LGBTI people in education, health, work and employment. We have 
carried out media campaigns that have reached over one million citizens of BiH, and we also 
organized LGBTI film festival Merlinka, which, in cooperation with Tuzla Open Centre, became the 
local festival Kvirhana in 2021.

This publication is part of the Human Rights Series, published by Sarajevo Open Centre.

In addition to psychosocial and legal counselling, we continued running the only LGBTI medium in the 
country – www.lgbti.ba portal. We organized training for the police, prosecutor's o�ces and courts, 
with a focus on hate crime, hate speech and the application of anti-discrimination law; for medical 
professionals and health workers, with a focus on trans-specific and trans-inclusive gender 
reassignment; for LGBTIQ community. We have worked intensively on creating a local institutional 
support network for LGBTI people in Sarajevo, Tuzla, Zenica, Mostar, �r�edor, B�eljina, improving 
sexual and reproductive health and rights, the rights of workers in relation to maternity/parental 
leave, introducing gender-sensitive language in parliaments and universities, adopting and 
implementing cantonal gender action plans, but also raising awareness of gender-based violence in 
BiH.
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