The idea and symbolism of 8 March is related to the beginnings of industrialization and the year of 1857, when the textile
women workers in New York had organised themselves to draw attention to bad working conditions and low wages. The police
shattered the demonstrations, but that resulted in the founding of the first women workers’ union. The protests of 8 March
occurred during next decades as well, and the most massive and the most famous happened in 1908 when 15.000 women
marched through New York asking for shorter working hours, better payment and the right to vote. In Copenhagen in 1910
there was the first International Women’s Conference that had been organised by the Socialist International and when,
according to Clara Zetkin’s proposal, the International Women’s Day was established. The idea was that, on 8 March, women
everywhere, in a more organised, massive and louder manner than usual, draw attention to the working conditions and require
the rights that belong to them. In 1911 the International Women’s Day was marked by over a million people in Austria,
Denmark, Germany and Switzerland, and they went out on the streets to support the right of women to work, education, to
participation in political life. March of 1911 is remembered for the fire that broke out in a New York-based factory, when over
140 women workers were killed in the fire, mostly immigrants.

The women of Bosnia and Herzegovina organised a massive public gathering on 8 March 1913, on the International Women's
Day. That meeting turned into a protest meeting during which the gathered women demanded, first of all, economic and
political liberation of women. On the meeting the complimentary telegram by Clara Zetkin was read, the one she sent in the
name of the International Organisation of Women Social Democrats. In Sarajevo in 1918 it was mass marked as the public
celebration of Women's Day, where around 2000 women from all over the country and of all religious denominations gathered.

The celebration of 8 March has become a part of many countries' cultures that inherited the idea of the importance of labor,
socialist, economic and political struggle against inequality, sexism and all other injustices that come from gender inequality.
The United Nations, in 1977, adopted a resolution on regular marking of 8 March as the International Women's Day.

Sarajevo Open Centre, as a feminist organisation that advocates full respect of human rights and social inclusion of LGBTI
(lesbian, gay, bisexual, trans* and intersex) persons and women, organises a series of activities that will mark this significant
day and that will draw attention of the public to the burning issues that regard gender equality in Bosnia and Herzegovina.



7-21 March BILLBOARD CAMPAIGN City streets Maida Zagorac
2018 naWlKlvanje
Sarajevo maida@soc.ba

There are 4 times more articles on men than on women on Wikipedia, and | Tuzla 033/551-000

9 out of 10 persons who create and edit content on Wikipedia are men. Banja Luka

With this campaign we invite girls, women, boys and men to edit | Mostar

Wikipedia and create data they know about significant women from BiH.

Let BH women be documented on Wikipedia!

Do you know who was the first women to start the girls school in

Sarajevo?

Who was the first woman doctor in BiH?

Check thihs out and/or add on www.soc.ba/wikigapbih

The billboard campaign is realised with the support of the Swedish

Development Cooperation Agency (SIDA).
7 March EDITING WIKIGAPBIH Sarajevo Vladana Vasi¢
11AM.-1 | BiH-SWEDEN EDIT-A-THON
P.M. Networks vladana@soc.ba

This edit-a-thon is being organized by the Sarajevo Open Centre, 033/551-000

with the support of the Embassy of Sweden in Bosnia and Skenderpasina 1

Herzegovina in connection with the International Women’s Day 8

of March. The Ambassador of Sweden will open the #WikiGapBiH *Because the

edit-a-thon. limited number of

This event is a launching event of an ongoing campaign of creating places, the

Wikipedia content related to women and by women, trying to close participation in the

the online representation gap. event is possible

with previous




Edit-a-thon event is realised in cooperation with the Swedish Embassy in
BiH, with the financial support of the Swedish Development Cooperation
Agency (SIDA).

announcement.

8 March
11AM. -1
P.M.

THEMATIC SESSION
Awaiting the Elections of 2018

The Committee for Gender Equality of the House of Representatives of
the BiH Parliamentary Assembly, in cooperation with the Gender Equality
Agency and Sarajevo Open Centre, with the support of OSCE Mission to
BiH, is organising the Thematic session called ,,Awaiting the Elections of
2018".

During the session there will be talk about the activities that the national
institutions and NGOs, as well as international organisations, are doing in
order to establish gender equality in the public and political life, and about
the expectations from the following election process.

During the ceremonial part, awards for contribution to the gender equality
in 2017 will be given.

Sarajevo

BiH Parliamentary
Assembly - IV
floor

Confirmation of
attendance until 5
March 2018 via e-
mail
davorin.semenik@
parlament.ba.

Maida Zagorac

maida@soc.ba
033/551-000

8 March
4 P.M.

EXHIBITION
Out of my wits — The drama in the everyday speech of Bosnian women

In cooperation with Sarajevo Open Centre, the Museum of Literature and
Performing Arts of BiH organises the exhibition on the topic of returning
humour to the feminist discourse through the illustrations of cardinal
expressions of Bosnian-Herzegovinian women.

Exhibition author: Sejla Sehabovié
Illustrations: Dejan Slavuljica

Sarajevo

Museum of
Literature and
Performing Arts of
BiH

Sime Milutinovi¢a
Sarajlije 7

Jasmina CauSevié
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033/551-000



mailto:davorin.semenik@parlament.ba
mailto:davorin.semenik@parlament.ba

The exhibition is realised with the financial support of the Swedish
Development Cooperation Agency (SIDA).




